
                                                                          Lafayette Indiana 
Sunday evg.  8:30 P.M. 

Oct 12, 1884 
My darling: 
        I guess that I have gotten everything behind me now & can spend the evening with your 
dear self.  I have been thinking of a pretty idea that I once heard expressed apropos of duos for 
the piano.  It is to this effect that a happy marriage is a perfect duet.  The primo is the wifes 
part.  It is the light pretty part of the movement.  It brightens the whole[,] gives it tone[,] 
color[,] so to speak, while the husbands part is the Secondo & this forms the strong heavy 
current upon which the primo plays which you hear but do not heed so much tho now & then 
the secondo takes up this movement & then it is stronger & heavier while the primo is weaving 
all sorts of pretty adornments for it.  How does this strike you[?]  Do you think that this 
comparison is sound?  It seems to me that there is a truth in it.  Do you not feel that the 
husband does furnish the heavy harmony while the wife puts in the graceful beautiful portion.  I 
don’t mean that both do not do each to some extent but that the preponderance is in that way.  
I have some times thought of this, darling! when we have been playing together.  Think of it[,] 
our life to be one long duet with with the parts so matched and balanced that all shall combine 
in one perfect unity & [ill.] how flat is the one part without the other. tho  And so it has seemed 
to me in real life.  Some thing is lacking where either a man or a woman remains unmarried.  I 
feel that in the home do we see the human being brought to his final completed state or that so 
far as this [ill.] is concerned & that all before are [ill.] stages.  I am very strong in my own 
conviction that I shall never be completely happy until I have my own home & my own wife to 
love me & to share all my joys & sorrows & to come to me with all hers both great & small.  O 
Effie darling it has been the dream of my life to have this ever since I first left my own home 
nine years ago this Fall & have never had a home since.  And now that home seems nearer than 
it ever did before.  It used to be that somebody would be in that home.  Now it is more definite 
and I see a face in that home[,] a face that I have long looked upon & learned to love & so 
tenderly — And to think that this is not all a fancy picture but a veritable duo that we shall 
sometime begin to play & not quit thro all eternity.  Doesn’t the thought stir you my darling? – 
Did you ever think how strangely it seems for a man to play the primo & the woman the 
secondo of a duo[?]  I think it is because the secondo is more masculine so to speak & we 
recognize an inappropriateness in a reversal of the places.  And when the two are perfectly 
matched what harmony there is.  I hope that we shall be better matched [ill] than we are at the 
real piano & that I shall not be as lame in my part of the household duo as I am at the Secondo 
of some of the things we have tried.  Well I am going to tell you some things more tangible & 
not spend all the letter in the metaphysical regions but it is hard to keep from writing to you 
about what I feel & think most about[,] awkward and cumbrous tho I am at it.   I dont know 
whether you waded through the pamphlet I sent you containing my paper on the molluscan gill 
or not.  I don’t blame you if you did not for while you might be interested in it if I could explain 
it to you & show you the points thro the microscope you can’t possibly understand the account 
in my paper without some natural history knowledge to start with.  If you did wade thro the 
paper you found out at least that the gastropod or snail has a gill & that there is a certain view 
pronounced by Professor Lankester (of London) that as to the mode in of origin of this gill in the 
primitive fr gastropod[,] the ancestor of all the gastropods * for the whole discussion assumes 



the theory that the gill in the present snail has not been created there as it is at the present day 
but has been derived by inheritance from some ancestor who in turn derived it in the same way 
from a more remote ancestor so that the older & older snails transmitted a gill to their 
descendents to the present time.  But it also supposes that this gill has been changing more or 
less during these handings down just as we say that a story undergoes changes in being passed 
along from person to person.  Well now we know how the gills of sea snails are today the 
question is to find out what the gill was to start with.  And how are we going to [ill.] do that[?]  
The original snails have been dead & their elementary atoms recombined hundreds & millions 
of times since so we can’t look at the original edition.  There are two ways at least in which we 
may study this problem.  Suppose you wanted to find out the truth about a story which had 
been passed around from mouth to mouth & couldn’t go to the original source or nearer to it 
than the tenth repetition.  Obviously if you should collect all the different versions and after 
studying them find some point in which they all agree, you would have some justification for 
thinking that that point might have been a true incident.  The matters on which the version 
differed might or might not be true, but this one must be true or else how could they all agree 
on it.  And the more new versions which you found which had the same point the stronger 
would grow your belief.  Now this is the method of comparative anatomies.  If on studying all 
the snails we find some things common to them all we think that these belonged to the 
common ancestor.  But there is a second method which we have for use which isn’t so 
obviously appo applicable in restoring the truth in the case of stories of the tenth dilution.  
Animals in their growth from the egg go through stages as we call them or pass through 
conditions which seem to have no relation to their own adult condition but which are very 
much like that the adult condition of less highly evolved forms.  Thus for instance the human 
embryo is not distinguishable from that of a lower mammal[,] for instance, dog[,] cat[,] ape[,] 
kangaroo in its later embryonic history and still earlier it has an arrangement of the blood 
vessels which is like that of the full grown fish and there are slits in the neck like those of the 
adult fish tho these entirely disappear before it is born.  Now this condition of slits in the neck is 
the remnant of an ancestor for of this embryo of the mammal or the bird which breathed by 
means of gills like a fish, so we are bound to infer from the facts we observe.  This second 
method is the method of embryology.  (It shocks most people to tell them that we are 
descended from the same ancestors as the fish & I suppose it shocks you a little if the notion is 
new to you as I suppose it is.  But my darling facts are stubborn things.)  There are some things 
which make it dangerous to use this method as there are at times appearances in the life 
history of a form which are not due to inheritance from a remote ancestor but are due to some 
recent cause, but these “falsifications of the record” as they are called can generally be 
detected.  Do you follow all this?  I don’t want you to skip it for I shall write about these things 
every now and then & I want you to be able to follow me & understand & you can do so if I am 
only plain enough.  I could make it perfectly clear if I could only talk to you but it is not as easy 
to do it on paper.  If you haven’t understood tell me & I will try it again.  We have then two 
methods which we can apply to find out what was the condition of any organ (or of the whole 
animal) in the ancestor or progenitor of any animal, first the method of comparative anatomy b 
in which we collect all the descendents of the animal & compare them[,] seeking points in 
common which we call ancestral & second the method of Embryology in which we study the 
history of the growth of the organ in an individual inferring that the individual will repeat the 



life history of the species or in other words will show the different changes which have taken 
place in it.  (Is this intensely stupid to you my darling or are you willing to grope along until I can 
perhaps show you a little day light.  Of course you understand that people don’t generally 
tackle these speculative matters until they have studied & gotten control of lots of facts thro 
which to understand the speculative matters.)  Well now to return to place above marked * 
after this long digression upon what the discussion presupposes & which you could not be 
presumed to know.  You saw that I say in that my paper that I do not consider that the view 
pronounced by Professor Lankester upon the character of this ancestral gill is not to be 
accepted without question as I try to show there by the study of the gills of a good many snails 
which agree in one character as well as by evidence from embryology.  I wont try to describe to 
you the actual facts about these gills.  I can make it all quite plain on the specimens which I will 
show you at some time & it would be almost impossible for you to imagine it without seeing it 
since you know nothing about animals to form a starting point.  But I will say that this summer I 
got some more embryological evidence which greatly strengthen my view [ill.] upon this subject 
& opposes the view taught by Lankester in general but more especially in his article “Mollusca” 
in the last edition of the Encyclopaedia Brittanica.  I find in this creature Neptunea the gill 
actually growing in the manner that I said in my paper was seemed to be ancestral & there for 
strengthens the position which I there assumed.  Yesterday I studied out this point so far as it 
can be done without sections or thin slices of the organs which we make with great labor or 
expenditure of time & there seems no doubt that the facts are truly observed & properly 
interpreted & I have sent to Dr. Brooks a brief account of them to be published in the next 
meeting of the Scientific Association as he requested.  My complete paper will have to be 
postponed until I can get the time for some thing very much fuller than this brief paper.  Now 
have you any idea about what I have done[?]  I don’t mean do you understand what facts I have 
observed.  This you can’t understand but do you see that I have found facts both of 
Comparative Anatomy and of Embryology which negative Professor Lankesters position[?]  My 
last observations are absolutely inexplicable upon the views of [J.W.] Spengel[,] the man who 
first proposed Lankesters theory.  And so last night I went to bed happy because I had gotten a 
new fact to substantiate my theory and now a last question.  Do you ask ever what is the use of 
it all?  If you ask me that I shall give you up?  Are you so intensely practical that you can’t see 
any use in the studying these problems upon their own merit?  I think not.  You must see that 
they are alluring for their own sake.  But were they not it is not folly to pursue them for now 
always the cry every where is for the teacher who is also a student of the problems pertaining 
to his science.  Who feels that there is no limit to his study[,] who at fifty feels that he is a mere 
freshman standing before this vast school house truth seeking admittance but who on entering 
only wanders around in the cellar of the building and isn’t even yet admitted to the clearer 
atmosphere above.  Like your humble last summer in the [ill.] cellar of Astor Library (only they 
didn’t have the information I wanted any how.)  No my darling it is the interest in these 
problems that keeps us alive & growing.  They are to our life mentally what the vital force is to 
our bodies physically.  Take it away & they become a mere dead thing and a most melancholy 
spectacle too.  Well you draw a long breath for this is quite a lecture & will take you some time 
to cogitate & digest.  I want you when you next write to me to tell me without any fuss just how 
it strikes you[,] whether you are interested or not & whether you understand it or not.  I am 
sure that if you understand you will be interested in these matters.  You can’t help it but you 



must remember my darling that they are so perfectly familiar to me that it isn’t easy to tell 
them simply to a person who knows absolutely nothing about them and pardon me if I have 
been obscure ___    
         My dearest you must thank Jule for me for taking your part about writing letters to me & 
tell her to keep her armor on if necessary & to fight not so much your mother as the others.  I 
don’t suppose that Miss Hull bothers you much in the evenings.  I have a stylographic pen 
which I do not use.  Shall I send it to you?  You can then have it with you & it might save your 
having to get ink & pens at times when they might not be perfectly convenient.  I don’t know 
whether you would like to write with one.  Some persons do not.  I don’t use it & can send it to 
you as well as not if you care for it.  I hope I shall get a letter from you tomorrow my own.  I fear 
that you wont get this before Wednesday.  I couldn’t get it off this afternoon before 6:30.  I 
wrote to L.L.L. today[,] also a long letter to Sue.  I had a good long one from her on Saturday.  
Perhaps I was wrong about their feeling toward me.  This letter will show it doesn’t go for them 
at all but I only told her that how perfectly spontaneous our love had all been & how we hadn’t 
rushed blindly into this thing & that I am sure I was doing what was for my best good & best 
happiness & that I may have only imagined that there was some displeasure but that now a 
month had gone & it would be a good time to review the situation.  That if there was any 
feeling of displeasure to let me know & we would talk it all out & then all would be well.  I may 
have been wrong about it.  Still I thought it best to write as I did.  And now my own darling my 
own darling goodnight.  You have been writing to me tonight hundreds of miles away.  O my 
own.  Next June!!  It makes me mad, frantic, crazy, to think of the happiness in store for us as a 
reward for doing our duty bravely & if we hold out which God help us to do if it is his will.!  I 
send you some more Bark.  I meant to have written about it but there was too much else.  
Goodnight dearest 
             Your own Harry ___ 
  


