
                                                                                                           Lafayette Ind ___. 
                                                                  Saturday evening 10:30, Oct 4 84 
My darling  
      I received your letter from the Astor library on this mornings mail.  I was very glad to get 
it tho sorry that you had to miss your lunch.  Am I not selfish.  I am sorry that you had the tramp 
for nothing but felt almost sure they would have it.  If you can go to the American Museum 
dearest I wish you would.  Ask for Mr. Bickmore.  He is the director & tell him that you want to 
see the reference for one of A Brooks students who has been working upon this creature & hasn’t 
been able to get access to this particular paper.  Ask them if they have a full file of the Jene 
Zietschrift & tell them that it is in the volume for 1871 that the paper was published.  I am sorry 
to let you spend your time on this chase which can’t improve you in the slightest but I do want to 
know about that paper.  Kingsley would have not spoiled my summer at all if he had published 
completely upon Limulus for I did several other things but I have just seen his paper or rather a 
preliminary note on his work which he evidently published so as to get in his little say first & it 
is very incomplete indeed & his observations do not completely agree with mine and he has none 
of the earliest stages which I have complete so I do not think I shall give it up just yet.  I must 
[ill.] crowd in the time to finish up that work & get it in print before he comes on with his 
maturer paper so that I can grind him for rushing into print with this present article.    
       I see that you are worrying lest I shall over work.  Don’t be alarmed.  I am too lazy a 
character to ever suffer in that direction.  Of course they don’t here expect me to spend all my 
time in work for the school.  They only demand of me five hours per day for one half & four 
hours per day for the second half.  But I spend my time outside in reading & studying partly for 
the classes & partly for myself beyond & outside the classes.  All the studying I do does me good 
& fits me the better fort this work, & I am trying to lay a foundation this year so that next year I 
shall not have very much to do.  I am executing a series of drawings in ink to illustrate about all 
the points that the student in this course would see & study & they will I think be a great help to 
my next years students.  Of course I didn’t come here at $600 because I thought it a fine thing for 
this year but I thought the place promised well & I shall get $150 more than that out of them for 
the year beside the rent & furnishings of my beautiful & handy room and my heat & lights & 
these amount to a pretty considerable item for they make my board & room & heat & light $3.00 
per week which is three dollars less than I could get any thing like this for in Lafayette. 

But pray my darling Effie do not feel alarmed about my health for I am as rosy & hearty 
& well as can be except my cold which still hangs over me.  There is one thing in your letter 
which I must correct you upon.  It is upon a comparison drawn between Miss Hull & yourself.  
Please let me say that you are not a competent judge upon that point.  I will admit that I tend to 
form impressions about people & that I often find that I am wrong.  So I won’t on my side 
attempt to form any comparison.  Did Lee’s letter not give you a different impression of the way 
he looks at our engagement.  Of course he couldn’t help poking me after all I had said about 
friendship & I dont blame him.  I couldn’t wish him any greater joy than to discover some cold 
& contained girl who in spite of seeming has loved him and then to find this out & see if it 
wouldn’t make of him just the happiest most lighthearted fellow in all the world.  I wont tell you 
now about the delightful excursion I had this morning but will wind up with a bear story.  Today 
at 3 P.M. four frenchmen tramped up the campus[,] one blowing a bugle & three leading small 
fat wooly bears of the size about of a very large newfoundland dog.  They collected spare coins 
but didn’t get many.  Then these bears performed.  They stood up on their hind legs & 
shouldered arms with a stick & walked around.  Then they played drunk & finally they turned a 



sommer set [somersault] & rolled over & went to sleep.  Then they climbed a telegraph pole & 
one escaping chased several small boys who thereby furnished great amusement & merriment to 
the crowd tho themselves frightened almost into a fit.  They eventually all disappeared down the 
road followed by a large crowd of gamins.  I speculated upon what would happen at the toll path 
half a mile down the road.  I didn’t see “bears” on the list of animals to be charged and possibly 
these got thro’ on a technicality.  I suppose I shall have to write tomorrow.  Don’t you think I 
write too often.  I like it tho & so since you don’t begin to complain I keep it up.  I hope I shall 
get a letter on Monday.  You havent yet told me what you think of the every day scheme.  Good 
night my own darling Effie.  Your Harry 


