
                                                                                                 Lafayette Ind. 
                                                          Tuesday night, 10:30 p.m. 
   Sept 30 1884   
My own darling Effie 
      I am afraid that I shan’t please you by giving you the last hours of my day but I seem so 
pressed all the time that there hasn’t been any chance to write today.  I looked for a letter from 
you this evening.  At least I hoped that I might get something tho I was prepared for nothing by 
your letter of yesterday.  It will come tomorrow any way.  I will try & tell you some thing about 
my boarding house for I havent yet told you much if any thing about that.  There is a large 
dining room just across the hall from my room where about seventy five of the students board 
and a few of the teachers.  You have no idea of the civilizing effect upon the boys of the 
presence of about ten girls distributed about two to each table.  It seems to make them very 
courteous & respectful & must have a refining effect upon many of them who are raw hoosiers 
fresh from the farm.  I am quite surprised to find to large a number of hungry school boys 
eating with so little noise & confusion.  Of course there must be some chatter but I am sure that 
it is reduced to a minimum.  The teachers present have a table to themselves.  These are the 
two old maids[,] Mr. Peters & your humble servant.  Of the old maids Miss Weed[,] the 
teacher[,] is a Connecticut woman of forty or more and she is bright & very good natured & is 
real pleasant company to me.  She speaks some german[,] reads it pretty well & has read novels 
etc quite widely so that I am not completely starved.  Miss Elder is about the same age I fancy 
but she is less interesting & a more common place person.  She is the Presidents secretary[,] a 
sprightly intelligent person but not specially well read.  Mr. Peters is a short active fellow of 
about twenty three or four & is a chemist.  He is at present the authority hereabouts on poisons 
in legal poisoning cases & has been employed in several important cases.  He is a very active 
restless fellow.  His eyes are continually snapping about[,] never quiet a moment[,] & I believe 
that unless he is pretty well balanced he will some time go crazy.  At present he is all right & 
forms a good member of the faculty table quartet.  He leaves us soon however, to attend 
medical lecture in Cincinnati.  I most of all object to the hours of our meals.  Our breakfast at 
6:45.  Just think of that.  Dinner comes at 12:45 & I have a class at 1:30 so that I never get more 
than 15 minutes to sit down and vegetate before I have to go on for two & often three hours.  
Fortunately they give us hearty suppers & I am thus able to eat lightly at noon & heartily at 
night which I do.  The fare is very good[,] good enough[,] but of course not elaborate.  You will 
understand that when I tell you that is costs the students $2.50 per week & us only $3.00 per 
week.  I wonder that it can be so reasonable.  We have oatmeal & delicious cream at breakfast 
& meat & potatoes[,] coffee or tea (so-called) but these latter are not desirable except in 
desperate cases where the stimulus is absolutely demanded.  At noon we have generally baked 
meat & three or four kinds of vegetables & at tea we have hot meat generally & hot potatoes 
usually fried or baked.  We have honey quite often[,] syrup all the time but I don’t care for that, 
& I forgot to mention baked apples or apple sauce all the time & very nice too.  I mention these 
things to give you a sample of hoosier diet & what you may have to come to sometime if you 
ever venture out into this region with me.  But really it isn’t at all bad & I wonder how it can be 
done for $3.00 per week.  It is lots better than I had last year in Baltimore tho’ of course not up 
to Mrs. Gasaway’s.  I don’t know my darling whether you are interested in all this but you tell 
me to write all the details so I am going to do so.  There are lots of other things to tell you about 



yet.  If I go into as much detail upon all of them perhaps I shall not get [ill.] until next spring & 
then shall have to finish up in person.  I am getting my classes now so that I can do some 
outside work in the class room & indeed spend my whole time on them.  I am very anxious to 
finish up my summers work & get it off my hands so as to be ready for something else for there 
are a whole lot of things which I want to get at right away.  I called at Barnes tonight.  It is 45 
minutes walk from here.  I hoped to meet his wife & have some music for she plays but she was 
ill.  I whistle through some of the movements you have played to me so often & I can see your 
fingers upon the keys & hear your touch[,] the touch of a vanished hand on the strings & hear 
the movement & the harmony.  It is a feeble substitute for your playing though.  Now darling 
goodnight.  It is 11 P.M. & I must go to sleep or I shan’t be worth anything to morrow.  I may 
add a page in the morning if I rise early enough.  Your own true love 
Harry 
 
 


