
                                                                                                       No. 54 West 46th St. 
       N.Y. Nov. 7th 1884.  

My dear dear Harry, 
      I hope I wont go to sleep as I did last night.  I was so ashamed and disgusted, but I 
couldn’t help it, & was so surprised when I woke up & found out about it, and I was too stupid 
& sleepy to continue.  Wasn’t it the sickest performance any way?   My only excuse is that we 
have been caught up night after night, and the noise in the streets made it almost impossible to 
sleep, and the excitement combined with loss of sleep wore us all out.  You never knew 
anything like it.  They say there hasn’t been anything like it since the war.  We all have the blues 
tonight.  I fear it is all up with us, tho’ the Commercial Advertiser published an extra at 5 P.M. & 
still gives hope for Blaine.  But we have been hoping against hope for so long, that we are now 
about ready to give up.  I hope, however, that, whichever way it is decided, there will be no 
trouble, tho’ fears are expressed on all sides, and Acting Sup’t Thorne has ordered the reserv 
reserves to be in readiness in all the station houses, subject to immediate call if needed & 
everything looks pretty bad.  You have probably heard or read about the feeling against Jay 
Gould.  It is a pity if a rich man cant vote as he wants to without endangering his life.  He is a 
friend of Blaine’s, & the most absurd things have been said and others hinted at about the 
schemes of these two until Gould’s life was in danger, and if he had gone to the Windsor last 
night as he often does, he probably wouldn’t have lived to tell the tale, for the feeling against 
him was so strong; if he had been killed there would have been a riot without doubt.  We would 
have been almost in the midst of it, for you know his house is very near here, on the cor of 5th 
Ave & 47th St.  A mob numbering abut 3000, started up 5th Ave, but the crowd was broken up by 
the police.  They resisted for awhile but didn’t attempt violence.  About eleven o’clock another 
crowd of from 500 to 800 men started for Gould’s house.  There were not so many of them but 
they were far more excited that the men in the first procession.  They marched up 5th Ave 
yelling “Hang, Hang, hang Jay Gould.”  Blood, blood, Jay Gould’s blood.”  The police settled this 
mob.  They say they stopped them because they had no permit to parade.  They could yell as 
much as liked if they didn’t get in line, but they were ordered to prevent all parades not having 
permits, & those having permits must have an escort of one policeman.  There was 
considerable trouble before they could manage this mob, but they finally did.  Gould had to 
stay in the house all day the time.  They say if he had shown himself he would have been killed.  
He was a strong Blaine man, but has sent Congratulations to Cleveland simply because he must 
protect himself, for he is usually afraid of his life.  That may not do much to quiet them for 
every one sees thro’ his little game.  They all know why he did it.  Your letter this morning went 
for me on account of my threats.  You say you are not overworking, and I say you are, that is if I 
can judge by what you say yourself.  I wont hunt all the things now which prove it, but if it is 
necessary, I can furnish proofs from your own letters.  It wasn’t any imagination on my part.  I 
didn’t say I would go to work deliberately & try to make myself sick.  I am sure I said distinctly 
that I wouldn’t do that, but I said I wouldn’t take extra care for you, as Em said, & as I had 
intended  but would go ahead and run the risk.  I did really mean to put it strong so that I could 
scare you into being more careful.  I dont care how strong any one is.  They cant keep on doing 
as you have done without its telling on them sooner or later.  You say you want me to keep well 
& then I’ll be ready to nurse you when you get sick.  It isn’t very nice for me to say this but I will 
say it to you.  I believe I am more of a success in a sick room than any where else, for every one 



I have ever nursed has said so much, that I really have conceit about that one thing.  It is the 
only thing that I think I can do well I think, but I dont want to have to show off for you.  Only 
think tomorrow is the 8th, two more months gone, & it seems like six in one sense, for I am so 
anxious to see you.  If the railroad war lasts till next month I fear I cant help tempting you to 
come East.  If it gets down to $5.00 or & is there during vacation you’ll have to come.  Let that 
settle it.  Alas! I’m afraid the war will be over by that time and fares as high as ever.  Sue was 
here Election night and was as excited as any of us, and is still in a bad state.  I’ll send you her 
letter so you can know how wild we are.  Oh dear!  I‘m sick over it, & so disgusted about being 
beaten.  I get so enraged at the miserable men who turned against their party because they 
didn’t like Blaine, (tho’ I cant see why how they could vote for Cleveland if they were only 
voting for the man.  If that was all they considered, I cant understand how they could sacrifice 
all their party principals and all their own interests for such a man.  Have you read his 
speeches?  Didn’t they fall flat after Cleve Blaines?  I suppose that old Burchard’s speech was 
really what ruined us.  I wish he hadn’t tried to be so smart.  Many things he said were all right, 
but it wasn’t the time for them and he lost us lots of votes.  He has a failing that way.  I knew it 
long ago.  He doesn’t know enough to keep his mouth shut at the time when it should be shut.  
He showed us that one night when he was here.  Sue wants me to go to Madison and I 
promised to go as soon as I could & spend a Sunday, and I hope to keep my promise very soon.  
I hadn’t seen anything about the great discovery on Orange Mt. & was much interested in the 
slip you sent.  I must close for it is very late.  Every one had gone to bed when I commenced & I 
must follow their example for I‘m very tired & sleepy. 
       With unbounded love 
          Effie 
 
Sat.  Both parties still claim the majority tho’ I guess Cleveland has the best chance and I have 
given up hope & am trying to make the best of the inevitable.  But there is such a dispute they 
have decided on an Official Count.  I’m glad of it for then every one will then feel better 
satisfied. 
                         E.M.L. 
 


