
                                                                                     Purdue __ Sunday morning __ 
                                                                                                      [November 9, 1884] 
My dear dear Love Machine 
    I dont want you to expect a letter all day on Th Tuesday in vain in answer to yours of 
Wednesday so I send you just this word of love.  I cant write any thing much because the mail 
will soon go out & I want to get this over in time to catch it.  [Ill.] You were right about your 
letter of Wednesday.  It didn’t amount to a great deal __  I suppose tho that you were all 
excitement over the election & couldn’t calm down to any thing so commonplace as a love 
letter to me.  Well I dont blame you very much.  We dont have these great intellectual drunks 
oftener than over every four years & then the contagion is so strong that every one[,] man[,] 
woman & child[,] is swept caught up alike as the fever spreads.  I imagine that the excitement is 
not yet over.  We out here are not at all quite as you would imagine if you had seen the crowds 
upon the streets in Lafayette last night.  I am interested in the thing very much.  I am by no 
means sure that I dont hope for a clear democratic victory.  I am by no means so sure that the 
democrats would completely ruin the country but I do think they would probably ruin 
themselves.  I believe in the Republican party or at least I think that the best elements in the 
mass of the people are in the ranks of that party but I do not think that there are very many 
good men to be found among those who hold the power in it.  Those men by reason of long 
office have grown bold and have gone counter to the wishes of a very large element in the 
party. They have done this two or three times before & the remonstrance has been louder & 
louder until now the men in the party who look for clean politics have begun to secede.  I do 
not think that these independents in American politics vote for Cleveland because they prefer 
democratic leaders or the party but they consider it the only thing to be done to bring the Rep. 
leaders to terms & I feel with them & side with them.  How much civil service reform can be 
looked for from Blaine.  But I must go. 
       Goodbye ___ with much love ___ 
      


