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My dearest Effie 
      It is perfectly wonderful what a difference there is between the Harry Osborn of this 
morning at seven oclock & the Harry Osborn of the present moment.  I shan’t ever complain 
again about you & sitting up late [ill.].  I am absolutely dependant upon your letters.  I hope you 
wont have to sit up till two oclock tho.  I am pretty sure that you thot me impatient[,] petulant 
& hard to suit f in my letters of a week ago Sunday and I am afraid that you were right but I 
wont show my self so again.  It is not fair to you.  I will simply keep still until I can behave 
better.  Your letter[,] especially the first one[,] was a whole universe of comfort to me.  You are 
so good to bear with me so & to understand me so when I am often so very weak as it must 
seem to you.  I shall be so thankful when this trial is over & we can be joined together & shall 
not have to be separated any longer.  But I must get off of this ground for I shall be losing my 
head again and not get a number of things said which I want to say __  One is a complaint _  I 
want you to tell me more about the musical news.  I like to hear things from you.  I enclose a 
clipping from the Independent upon a new conductor[,] Mr Van Der Stucken __  The notice is 
quite flattering & he must I judge have attracted some attention.  You haven’t mentioned him I 
believe or detailed much about the move about the German opera tho you referred to that 
briefly in one of your letters _  It is possible that distance lends enchantment & V. may not have 
seemed to you worth notice but I judged that he was something.  I should like you to save me 
programs & notices of these things if you will & send them along so that I can keep up on what 
is going on in the world. I can keep up somewhat & do try to but I should like you to put some 
stress upon this in your letters if you would.  It would be very interesting to me.  I suppose that 
you think that you didn’t succeed very well as a critic last spring & so you are determined to 
have vengeance upon me.  But dont think that necessary for I assure you I am punished enough 
& will never again forget any thing.  I want to ask of you what I know will be a great trial to you 
& I shall regard it as a token of very great love & forgiveness if you grant it.  I want you to go to 
visit the Watts paintings to get a catalogue & send it to me (if the price is inside any reasonable 
limit) and I want you to do more than this.  I want you to examine those mentioned in the 
enclosed clipping and to write to me what you think of them.  Now I know that you will say it is 
of no use etc. but it is of use or let us say it is of no use.  Won’t you do it for me[?]  Also send 
back the clipping.  I want you to tell me about the style of the pictures[,] whether he finishes 
things up or leaves them vague.  I want also to know what sort of [ill.] colors he uses.  I think I 
also heard that there is a new picture (new to the gallery) lately loaned by some worthy of 
Boston by Raphael.  Will you hunt that up too while you are at the Metropolitan & tell me 
about it.  I have not forgotten that day when we were there together.  How unsatisfactory it 
was[,] so short any how[,] & then we couldn’t talk our minds out over the pictures.  I am sure 
that we should have enjoyed it better had we been able to see the things longer.  You were 
very naughty that day & insisted in misunderstanding me __  But now it is all right & I imagine 
we could go thro’ a picture gallery together[,] any thing together[,] & extract considerable 
pleasure out of it too.  You were right about the Groves Dictionary as I have recently learned 
and it is now complete except one part which is promised soon __ before Christmas I was told.  
I don’t quite see why it hadn’t yet gotten into either Peabody or JHU. Libraries but I don’t 



wonder that it hadn’t gotten into the bookstore at Baltimore for it is not yet out ten years.  Amy 
Fays book is simply charming straight thro from the start.  Her criticism of music makers & the 
teachers is very fine indeed it seems to me & there is enthusiasm enough to float one right 
straight along.  It also gives lots of points of personal gossip that fills out so finely ones notions 
about great people yet are too often considered beneath the dignity of a book[,] for instance 
the account of Wilhelmj’s debut in Berlin “massive overhanging forehead’ _ “expression of 
power & self containment.”  Her references to Scharwenka & Moszkowski[,] their style and 
their appearance are very interesting as well as very instructive indeed.  Also her description of 
Kullak as a master etc etc.  The book lets one have a sort of inside view as it were[,] a peep at 
the real life of hundreds of worthies whom one knows only at a great distance.  It clothes them 
with a robe of humanity & greatly enhances our personal interest in them by taking them down 
out of the clouds where we are apt to imagine them & placing them upon our own mother 
earth.  I suppose that you have read this book & know about it.  If you have I think that you 
must agree with me in thinking it is a capital thing. 
      I am just beginning Charles Auchester.  Have you read it?  I think that you first put me on 
the track of it.  I may be off in this but it seems so to me.  I have just gotten it back from Miss 
Elder to whom I lent it.  She had read it before & thinks it splendid. 
        We had the whole sanitary convention here yesterday.  I sent you a program __  We are 
fairly overrun with visitors all the time.  Dr Smart wants everyone to come here who comes 
near the City so as to advertise the school & her brains & he brings them all thro the place & I 
host a sort of levee in my laboratory every day and show off the things[,] the microscopes & the 
apparatus.  I hate so much of it but it must be done so of course I am all smiles & take the 
greatest satisfaction in showing them everything & having my classes interrupted.  There is 
however nothing to be done.  I don’t think that I had better try & tell you about the meeting for 
I think from past experiences that you are not a favorable subject for lectures on sanitary 
subject[,] a girl who will call up her gastric mill hands at twelve oclock at night & require of 
them to digest Welsh rarebit & scallops (fried I assume).  I give her up entirely till I can 
personally superintend her diet __  Your theory is a good one tho I will admit that when you 
feel all right[,] strong[,] well[,] happy & sleep well you can’t be going far wrong so I guess I wont 
put on my spectacles & prescribe for you any more just now __  You think that I am reckless 
who sleep between seven & eight hours most every day[,] take a three mile walk and eat 
enough to sustain life & no fancies!  “O for the rarity etc.”   

I was surprised to hear that the engagement had gotten out  __ but of course I don’t 
care if you don’t.  I had rather have it known in the house for then the folks may have a little 
more respect for your exci request to be excused.  I hadnt heard a word of late about Mags eye 
trouble.  She referred to it in the letter I answered when she was in New York but never a word 
have I heard since & I hadnt heard a word before so I concluded it was just a little scare.  That 
shows you how much they keep me informed about matters at home.  Do you wonder that I 
feel badly about it?  And now my own I have got to stop & go to work.  I am sorry that I haven’t 
time to write more but I really must study & attend to some matters at the laboratory.  I think 
that I did right in telling you in my letter of this morning what I had just gone thro & gotten out 
of __  You ought to know it I think.  And can you imagine now what I could have meant by 
circumstances combining against one[?]  I knew then that I was all right but suppose that I had 
known that you wrote often to someone[,] some gentle man say.  Do you feel perfectly sure 



that this poisoned thot might not have entered your mind[,] may not this delay be caused by 
writing letters to someone else.  If you had known that I wrote often to Belle are you quite sure 
that in case letters were delayed & when they did come were not all you felt you wanted and 
then the last one was delayed[,] are you perfectly sure that the tho’t might not get in that the 
time might have been spent on her & so you lost your letter?  I think that if I had felt this way it 
would have been harder that ever for I knew all your situation.  But I tho’t then & still feel that 
some such combination might arise in that then if your letters did fail you might suffer and as 
long as I don’t care to correspond for the reason I mentioned and for that it might possibly in 
this way come sometime to hurt you __  It would be useless to keep it going as of old simply for 
the sake of keeping it going _  And so I dropped it & dont intend to take it up again.  I know Effie 
darling that you are a noble hearted girl & I know that you believe that you & your happiness 
are the dearest thing upon earth to me & that you could not think that any thing could steal 
away from you the time that belongs to you & yet while I don’t think it likely things might it 
seemed to me so combine that it might make you unhappy but if that tho’t got busy in your 
mind that I was writing to Belle ever when & neglecting you __  I  feel that you will think me 
supersensitive about all this but I think it is a direction in which there is no harm in being 
supersensitive & I have no desire to see how much you can stand without becoming jealous.  It 
isn’t to be fooled with & I shouldnt dream of writing to any woman once a week or two when I 
was engaged to another nor do I think any one ought to.  Don’t think that I have a lower 
opinion of you from feeling in this manner.  I know that you are perfectly trustful of me as I am 
of you & I don’t fear the wiles of any man to steal you away from me after all you have told me 
and yet I judge I suppose from my self in part.  I felt I should a little prefer that you shouldn’t 
write often to any man were you in the habit of corresponding with them & I almost think I 
should have said so had you asked me as you would have done.  Good night my darling.  I have 
much more to say to you but can’t now.  I am all straight again but O how I long to see you[,] to 
see your dear face.  Your own loving 
                Harry __ 
 

Thursday noon, 
 
My darling ____  ______ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Those are all dashes meant to give you time to think over the last word which preceded them.)  
I don’t know whether I said enough about the letter in which you told me about the result of 
Mammas call and your conversation with your mother but I want to put it strong.  That letter 
did comfort me wonderfully, and I am so glad that you wrote all that you did.  I did not find it 
hard to understand what you were driving at in it & think that you played the game splendidly.  
I am so glad that I have such a partner.  We must play the Cavendish game straight thro & if we 



always signal to one another & so keep each other informed as to our hands all will be well & 
the day will be ours __  I send this p.s. because I love to be writing to you but also because on 
rereading your letter this morning I felt how much it had done to set me up again & want to 
thank you very specially for it.  I may possibly write tonight but don’t feel sure that I shall be 
able to get it in.  And now darling Effie goodbye. I must go.  With fondest love your own 

Harry __ 


