
                                                                                                  Purdue 
                                                                                                   Jan 8, [18]85. 
My dear Effie 
        Your Sunday’s letter was received yesterday morning on time in the 8 A.M. mail _  I 
should have answered last night but prayer meeting immediately after supper and a long call at 
Dr Smarts after that filled up my time & so I put it off till today.  I shall mail this in the city & it 
will leave at midnight & you will receive it on Saturday afternoon[,] only a few hours later than 
if I had written it last night & mailed it this morning __  I received Julie Brays letter.  It is very 
pleasant indeed_  I liked her very much somehow tho’ I saw so very little of her.  I return her 
letter.  Thank you for sending it.  As to your own I feel more mystified than ever about the 
person who keeps you so well posted about my movements & doings.  I suppose that nothing 
short of a sworn statement from a physician would convince you that I am in the very best 
health.  I dont swear but I will simply state that such is the case.  I shall not need to tell you any 
thing more in this line in the future but will leave that sort of information to the communicated 
by more credible persons.  Well I do suppose that a patient can never prescribe for himself.  
Physicians never dare to try it. 
      The year has opened well.  Most of the students have returned.  All mine are back 
except Keyes who it seems may not return & Hoober who is ill.  Things run along already 
smoothly[,] have gotten into the old rut now & boom along.  I finish with the physiologists in a 
few more lessons[,] fifteen more or so and I shall then have only two classes per day which 
gives me an easier time.  I shall be glad for this for I have had to stop original work almost 
entirely.  We have a new lady at our table[,] Miss Smith who has come here to teach geometry.  
She is very pleasant[,] a cultured woman and I judge about thirty five or so.  I am more careful 
this year than last because the thing got to making so much talk that we were afraid it might 
reach Dr Smarts ears[,] of course in some grotesque form & prejudice him against Miss Weed.  
Of course I wouldn’t have anything of that sort happen & so I have determined to keep away.  I 
recreate     now by going out to the city to call upon the folks.  It takes some time on the way 
but I feel that I must do something to get away from my self _  I had a very pleasant call last 
evening at Dr Smarts.  He has just gotten home from Indianapolis where he is now about to 
spend a good deal of his time in the legislature looking out for Purdue.  We had a long & stormy 
faculty meeting this afternoon.  It was a secret session or I could tell you some interesting 
things it developed.  We feel pretty hopeful __ but shall feel better after success has come _  I 
sounded Barnes the other day about the strength of my hold here.  He said I needn’t be at all 
alarmed[,] that Dr Smart was pleased with my work & that I should have not trouble at all about 
getting $1200 next year[,] perhaps more[,] that Dr. Smart didn’t propose to let me go.  Of 
course that is consoling to me for I feel that my pains have not been wasted.  Still I had better 
not crow too soon.  I have got to stop now for I must get ready to go over to town.  I am going 
to call upon Mrs Barnes.  I hope you will find time to write on Sunday.  You have so many 
interruptions that I don’t see how you find time to write at all __  Goodbye I really must stop. 
         With deepest love  
              Your own Harry — 
 
 


