
                                                                                                          No. 554 West 46th St. 
                                                                             N.Y. Jan. 30th [1885] 
My darling Boy, 
     I didn’t go to Madison yesterday as I tho’t of doing, as it didn’t seem to be quite safe to 
leave home, for I may be sent for at any time & it wouldn’t be right, for me to be away.  I 
commenced a letter to you yesterday and have written quite a good deal about our trip etc, but 
I couldn’t finish then and last night I really didn’t feel able to write.  This morning my room was 
so cold I could not sit in it and I took my things down in the parlor & was just getting started 
when Mrs. Bissell came.  She hasn’t been here for a long time and has felt hurt at our not going 
there, for we have neglected her shamefully.  I haven’t been there for nearly a year & she only 
lives on 3 49th St.  If I had been upstairs I might have let Jule go down and see her and make 
some excuse for I was so anxious to send you a long letter for Sunday, but I was in the parlor so 
she caught me and I had to stay.  She was here till the lunch bell rang, and now you see my 
letter cant be finished, but it will reach you on Monday Morning and as you dont have to begin 
your duties till 10:30 A.M. you’ll have time to read it before going on duty.  On Sunday you’ll 
receive this poor little note in place of what I had planned but I cant send what I have written 
on the other in such an unfinished state, so you must try and make this do until Monday A.M. 
when you’ll get a long long letter unless the mails are detained.  My darling two more precious 
letters reached me this A.M. and did me such untold amount of good and comforted me so 
much.  I will always look to you & go to you for comfort for you have helped me so much.  I feel 
almost as tho’ I’d like to take your last letters up to Harlem at and read them, or rather parts of 
them to Rem, but I dont know whether they could do him the same amount of good.  I dont 
believe they could.  Our relations toward each other make me understand and appreciate your 
feeling when you wrote it, and I can find the deepest sympathy there and know just how you 
suffered for us.  As Rem doesn’t know you it might not help him, but I hope sometime you may 
see him long enough to understand him (for he is awfully peculiar) and I th know that you could 
do him good.  Oh Harry your letters since Minnie’s death have shown you in a new light, and 
you have helped me so much, and those letters are so very precious and I thank you so much 
for them.  Now for a little business for I have only a few minutes more left to write in.  You have 
never answered my questions about the lining for a tobacco bag.  I haven’t been able to go 
down town since my return and haven’t been able to get your sponges yet but will try to tend 
to it next week.  I sent for the silk by mamma and she could not get them to cut anything but 
trimming silk on the bias, and that silk is too narrow, and I dont suppose you’d like a necktie 
pieced in the middle of the back.  I dont see how it could make any difference but dont know 
how you would feel about it, and tho’t I’d write to you first.  That length length tie takes a 
pretty wide silk and mamma tried at a number of stores and they wouldn’t cut such silk on the 
bias and there will be a terrible waste if I buy it on the straight.  Do you know how it was 
managed before?  I’d just as soon do it if I can get the silk but mamma says they told her she’d 
have to go to the manufacturers and she said I’d better write you & ask how you got the silk 
before, & if you’d mind having it pieced in the middle where it would never show show.  She 
even tried at milliner’s stores thinking they’d cut it on the bias but their silk does not come wide 
enough.  I’ll try as soon as I can go down town, and that will be next week, & then I’ll see about 
the sponges.  Excuse the delay please.  I dont usually take so much time to do an errand.  Be 
sure & answer my questions about the lining of the bag & about the silk.  I dont understand 



why they refuse all of a sudden to cut it on the bias, fo but perhaps the reason I never had any 
trouble about having it cut so was because I got trimming silk and that didn’t have to be wide, 
and I suppose dress silk they are unwilling to cut any way but straight for they’d have so much 
wasted, but I’d like to know how it was managed before.  I dont need any pens.  I have several 
left.  I use a pen so long, for I cant bear it till it has all the stiffness out of it and is about worn 
out.  I think the pens you throw aside would be about the way I like them.  I have enough to last 
me of those you left when you got your box.  I am ever so much obliged tho,’ and if I need them 
will let you know. 
           Goodbye my dearest dearest dearest Harry with undying love  
                   ever your devoted 
                           Effie 
 


