
                                                                                                 Monday A.M. 
                                                                                                 [March 16, 1885] 
My dearest Harry 
           Your two dear letters were rec’d this morning, and I enjoyed them so very much.  I must 
just add this little line to tell you about the pipe.  I had to laugh for you seemed to be more 
pleased with the pipe than you were with the bag.  Whose face did you see peering through the 
smoke?  Ada got the pipe at a German.  It was one of the favors, and while I was working on the 
bag she suggested my sending the pipe, for fun, and said to tell you about a girl who fell in love 
with your picture etc, and not to tell her name.  I meant to have told you this in the letter that 
was to go in the same mail.  I meant you to know that it wasn’t from me, but tho’t I’d rouse 
your curiosity about the girl who did send it.  Truly I didn’t intend to fool you as you were 
fooled, honest I didn’t, but it is awfully funny and a pretty good joke.  You are a bad boy to like 
Ada’s present better than mine, and to make such a fuss over it.  I told Ada yesterday that I was 
going to tell you who sent it, and she said all right.  I enjoyed the criticism of “Die Walküre” very 
much, and was particularly glad of it.  I know the gentleman who wrote it, or rather used to 
know him, and have often tho’t I’d like to see one of his criticisms, but when I have happened 
to see that paper, I never happened to strike his articles, & this is the first one I ever saw.  He is 
quite a musician himself, and I used to enjoy his playing, & particularly his improvising, that was 
his specialty.  I believe he has composed some too, & the things were published by Schubert.  
There is a long story connected with him, and I was very glad to have this article of his.  I liked it 
very much too.  He is I guess a very bright fellow, not only in musical matters but in other 
things, but he is the most namby pamby looking thing you ever saw, and has the rosiest cheeks.  
His complexion would be beautiful on a girl but on a on a man it is dreadful, and his appearance 
and his manner are very much against him.  He looks so effeminate, and you’d take him for a 
dude after the Tom Godey style, or even worse.  Yes honestly you’d think he looked worse than  
T.G.  I never could have the least admiration for him.  He hadn’t the least thing manly about 
him, and yet he is a very bright fellow.  He goes by the name of “Pinky” in Paterson.  He was 
desperately in love with Maggie Hewson at one time, and made a terrible talk all over.  Because 
she refused him he tried (?) to shoot himself.  He missed his aim tho’, and the bullet lodged in 
the woodwork.  I always felt that it was done to work on her feelings, and tho’t if he had really 
wanted to die it was very strange he couldn’t shoot himself, for I dont think it would take a 
particularly good marksman to kill himself.  If he really tried to do it I dont know how he 
managed to fail.  Suffice it to say, he didn’t scare Maggie into it accepting him, tho’ it made an 
immense deal of talk & he made a fool of himself.  He was very attentive to Jule & Flo when 
they were East, and I have known a good deal about him in one way and another, and so was 
doubly interested in his article.  I must stop and go to lunch.  With fondest deepest love 

Always your devoted 
                               Effie. 
 
          
     


