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My own Darling ___ 
    I think you were fishing for a compliment when you wrote as you did last time about my 
making more fuss over the pipe than I did over the tobacco bag.  I don’t think I did make as 
much fuss[,] only I had to ask about that for I couldn’t imagine how you could have a pipe or get 
a pipe_  The bag has been greatly admired.  I condemn it because it don’t pull up around the 
mouth to keep the dust out but that is the only fault I find with it & it is really too pretty to use 
for that purpose.  I think it a shame but I love to have the things I use made by you.  I am so 
sentimental you know but it is so.  I never wrap up in the afghan without thinking the sweetest 
thoughts about you & I never use the bag without thinking about you.  Darling I dont need 
these to remind me of you.  You dear girl I think about you all the time & yet there is something 
pleasant about using the things you have made for me_  I sometimes think that you must think I 
want a good deal, & I suppose I must own that I do.  The necktie you took so much pains to 
make is around my neck at this moment.  I have to use things you make for me & cant feel like 
hoarding or saving them up.  The afghan has given me no end of comfort.  By the way Darling I 
have always meant to tell you about one Hitchcock has.  It is of yellow & red[,] not at all pretty 
yellow[,] and the stitch is very simple & the stitches arent very regular & it isn’t heavy & thick, 
but very thin.  Mine is absolutely perfect.  I never have seen the least irregularity in the stitches 
any where.  The red & olive dont show the least evidence of use but the pink is soiled 
somewhat & a mite faded too but I will soon put it away now the warm weather is coming on_  
Hitchcock thinks his afghan is pretty but it isn’t especially so for the work isnt perfectly even & 
that is the whole charm in that sort of needle work. —  Darling I send you the last Purdue & 
some clippings from the Post.  The Purdue contains a poem translated by Miss Weed and she 
has signed the last letter of her name Flora.  —  Now I think that the translation is quite good.  
There is also a humorous essay on our boarding hall that you will enjoy.  Please cut these out & 
save them for me__  The essay was written by one of the boys as a class essay from the Prof. of 
English who inserted it in the Paper without the authors knowledge.  Mrs Stockton was 
naturally quite wroth over the allusion to the quality of her beef__  You will see the allusion to 
the numerous matches made among the sitters at that table.  I think that the boys dont worry 
over me tho for the boy who carries the morning mail carries a letter from me to a certain 
Miss_____ in New York City that the thing cant be kept under a bushel at all__  There is 
enclosed also a picture of the Tippecanoe County Court House_  This is the finest building in 
Lafayette & is quite a decent thing.  It covers a whole square & is now completed & the fence 
around it taken away but the grading is not completed & the surroundings are rather dismal.  
Our sulphur spring stands upon one corner.  This picture gives a pretty fair idea of the building 
& so I send it in spite of the fact that the picture in itself as a work of art is not of much 
account_  There is a clock in it & I can sight with the transit telescope across to it from our 
second story rooms & see what time it is.  I do so to keep my watch straight now & find it 
extremely consonant.  You have doubtless seen some account of the Philharmonic & Berlioz 
Symphony Fantastique.  Perhaps you have heard the Symphony.  I heard it in Balt[imote]_ last 
year but don’t  recall it very much for it was the first time I had heard it.  I remember that the 
first scenes depicted some very lively entertainment at which the lover was supposed to be 
present & this part I remember I liked very well___  I should like you to save this & the Irving 



clipping __  please.  Did you see that Irving was invited to lecture to the Harvard students on 
some topic in connection with dramatic.  I understand that he is so much pleased to be invited 
to lecture & that President Eliot presided or was to preside at the lecture.  Our bill came up in 
the Legislature on Saturday & there was a good deal of hurlyburly & some pretty hard tacking 
but the advantage was with us in the end & Dr Smart thinks that things are hopeful tho not so 
certain by any means as we should like —  He isn’t there but has it in the hands of skilful men.  
The opposition make the fight so personal when he is there that he literally can’t stay.  We are 
through the worst part of the catalogue revision and I hope that this tremendous run of faculty 
meetings will soon be over with.  On Friday we had a stormy time.  Each man would hold on to 
his own schemes & not yield at all & that made a deadlock but they finally got over that & now 
the course of study is about finished up_  I think that was the worst to scheme out & I guess 
that now we shall be all right.  Have you noticed by the catalogue Effie love that this is the last 
week of the second term & that the last term is the short term[?]  O the time is going slowly to 
be sure.  It can’t go too fast for me but O surely __  I dont care how soon it goes for I want to 
get back to my Effie__  You didn’t want me to come this June.  O Effie [ill.] isn’t going to be any 
vacation__  My Darling I am only trying to tease you for I understood the letter in which you 
advised me not to come home.  Shall I send you the fifty dollars to keep for me or will you trust 
me with it.  That money ought to belong to you[,] dont you think so?  Can you trust me with it?  
I am so extravagant you know_  O you dear girl I need you to take care of me & keep me 
straight.  I think I shall never be able to take care of my self.  I need you to see to me_  Now this 
is so really.  I am good enough at getting along on a little when I have to from sheer necessity 
but it isn’t easy for me to be saving when I don’t have to be.  I was so perverse that I wouldn’t 
admit this when you were charging me with it Darling tho I did admit about that but I guess it is 
more or less so.  In fact I hate to be economical naturally tho I am improving & now am a good 
deal more thrifty than I use to be & yet even now there is more or less waste[,] not much but 
now & then I get a sort of mania & spend money that I supposent isn’t for things absolutely 
necessary_  Not much now tho_  I used to be forever buying things to eat[,] candy etc.  I have 
gotten pretty well over that nonsense_  I have got to stop now & get to work.  I went to the city 
after Supper & have been writing ever since I got back_  I havent made a call over there in 
about two months.  Dont you think I am sociable?  There is a girl I go to see every night who is 
far better than all Lafayette put together & I know I am welcome when I go to see her_  
Goodnight my Darling little girl my Effie_  I was thinking today about the change.  It still seems 
wonderful to think that you love me & that love to you means so much.  I presume it will take 
me a long time to get used to being loved by my Effie.  Goodbye Darling with fondest[,] deepest 
love[,] always your own 
                    Harry 
 
 
 
 


