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My Darling Effie 
      Your dear letter has been with me all day[,] in my thoughts I mean for I sit down & learn 
your letters & then put them away & don’t lug them about in my pockets to wear them out.  It 
was an unusually good letter & in particular the part about your visit to Madison.  You wanted 
to know about Mrs H[itchcock].  I think that she & H are well mated_  She seemed older than I 
had expected but she is fine looking[,] very intelligent & a good person to manage things & 
keep every thing snug & drawing_  They are neither of them very sentimental nor the kind of 
folks to love very hard I think.  She gave me a very kind welcome & was interested in me & my 
plans for doubling.  I had told them of the engagement in January.  She wanted to see your 
picture.  I let her see the Rochester picture for I had that with me tho I hadn’t thot of showing 
it.  She lived in or near Rochester but did not know your folks there.  Of course I didn’t tell her 
much about you.  I can’t talk about you to people even when I like them very much except Miss 
Weed.  I do make an exception there but I am always so extravagant that she laughs at me & 
calls me the most engaged young man she ever saw.  I did have good visit there & I think that 
they were very kind to take me in when they have so few conveniences for entertaining one.  I 
liked my visit the more on that very account.  I did like the city for many things but I do not go 
wild over it at all.  In summer with the trees & grass it will be better but I can imagine that & do 
not think it is a Paris yet nor anything like it.  The best houses I saw are far behind hundreds of 
New York houses.  They are good for so young a city but that is not the point.  We are not 
speaking of the credit due the city for rapid growth etc. but for down right beauty there 
surpassing any American city I can’t see it.  That is all & further it isn’t that either.  H. raved 
because I didn’t consider the plan one of the greatest symmetry I ever saw.  It isn’t any thing of 
the kind & dont begin with Philadelphia in that regard.  I liked Chicago pretty well.  Dont get the 
idea that I found nothing to please me for I did find much to please me.  It is a fine flourishing 
city[,] a genuine city[,] but it isn’t a thousand years ahead of all the rest of the world by any 
manner of means__  I think my visit there paid me well & I am glad I went.  I think I have a fair 
tourists idea of the place. Indeed I may [have] something better than the average travelers 
idea.  I put in my time pretty well & think that there wasn’t a great deal left to be seen_  I may 
possibly go up again a month hence to the “Grand Opera Festival.”  Patti[,] Scalchi[,] Nevada & 
so on[,] 300 chorus[,] 100 orchestra [ill.] etc etc in flaming red letters[,] for particulars see small 
bills.  I may possibly go up then.  I should like to & may feel flush enough to go.  Tickets there & 
back will be way down.  They cost $6.50 now.  They will be $2.50 or so then & I may feel flush 
enough for another short trip.  The worst is it takes ten hours on the road & that is a long time.  
I can leave here at two & get there in time for the evening performance & leave in the wee 
sma’ hours sometime.  I don’t care much tho I should like the music but I hate to make the trip 
again_  I felt all the time there much of the feeling I have so much.  I am dreadfully homesick 
and that is what is the matter with me.  I want you.  I want to see you & I shan’t be straight until 
I can be with you & have you to my self.  I try to be patient & want but ever since Christmas it 
has been one sheer pull.  Better things are in store & I do cheer up & yet I can’t feel happy & 
some of the time I feel quite the reverse.  Sometimes[,] not often tho[,] I feel that I am not so 
gentle & patient with the students as I ought to be.  It grinds me horribly to go about with a 
smile & seem cheerful & bright when I feel so blue & lonesome inside.  It isn’t your fault 



Darling.  It is quite the reverse.  You did not hesitate one moment to accept me when I told you 
of my love but put that telling off & thus made such a hard year for us both.  And I realize that 
you do all you can to help me now and I am so glad for what I have in your love & constant 
thought_  I shall not improve very much till the end comes I fear and I am so glad that it is 
beginning to draw nearer, only three months more & then this dreadful trial is over[,] My Effie 
& I are together. 
       Your account of the Madison visit was splendid_  Don’t feel afraid that I shall not like the 
piano.  I shall like it I know.  I would risk that if it suits you and if the penalty of not liking it was 
to be deprived of hearing you play on it you know I would never own that I didn’t like it any 
how.  You Dear Girl do you think I listen to your music because I feel it a duty[?]  O no not at all.  
I love to hear you play & can’t get enough of it.  Don’t be alarmed about my not liking the 
piano.  Sue wrote me tonight that I am not going to be allowed to take the piano apart & that 
you sanction this decision so I shall have nothing left now to experiment on except my watch.  
How could you go back on me so & have so little faith in my mechanical skill[?]  I was shocked 
at such infidelity on you part_  I haven’t tackled Qui Vive lately.  I am so “busy & so horribly out 
of practice you know” & have thus far escaped.  I don’t know for how long this escape will be 
but hope to get out of it entirely.  I think I can manage to live without experiencing that 
pleasure.   And if I do go I promise to abstain from chloroform & Ether tho I use both almost 
every day in the operation of the laboratory.  There is nothing like chloroform to demonstrate 
the reticular structure of the Medullary Sheath of the nerve fiber cells_  Do you understand.  I 
ought perhaps to explain to you that it is not habitual with amateurs, sketching for their 
personal gratification & to bore their attached friends who are called upon to view their 
sketches, to make out of door sketches with the thermometer any where from -10° to -20° & so 
the favorable opportunity to “take” Warders house has not yet presented itself.  You shall have 
the sketch tho my dearest.  I haven’t forgotten it but honest! the weather has been a trifle too 
cold to permit of much out door sketching.  I contemplate several sketches of Chauncey & 
vic[inity] for your information but suppose I shan’t do them from lack of time.  I wish so that I 
had a camera.  I could then take some photographs to show you for I know how much interest 
you would take in them.  I can’t sketch well enough to get in a whole street or any such thing 
without a long time on it[,] if I could then[,] and I haven’t much time to spend.  I should like you 
to have some Lafayette views too for they would give you better idea of the home you are 
coming to than any words could.   But after all Darling I suppose you do feel as you say in your 
letter that you will like what satisfied me and I do believe that you will be happier in our being 
together than you would be any where else_  We can’t decide anything now possibly of course 
& yet I like to think things over & look forward to them & hope for them.   
        The Legislature has filibustered along & tonight they are adjourned by limitation.  Our 
bill for the 26000 annual appropriation is in the bill for general state expenses & they have 
purposely left this bill untouched & voted not a cent of money to run the whole state for the 
next two years.  They do this to make the governor call an extra session tho there is not a thing 
for them to do but pass that bill.  It has been reported by the proper Comm[ittee]. & is all ready 
for final passage & contains as one item $25000 per annum for Purdue.  The last governor 
refused to call an extra session & that is why we were $40,000 behind this year.  This governor 
will probably call an extra session & then we shall doubtless be all right.  Let us pass no remark 
upon the conduct of the legislature.  They are politicians & of course they have no scruples to 



wasting time at heavy cost to the state.  I must tell you of a little scheme I put into operation 
today & then stop till tomorrow__  I have written you about Mrs Stocktons alleged coffee.  I 
begin to feel that I actually need a stimulant in the morning the breakfasts are so tame that I 
don’t get sufficient nourishment to run me till noon & I believe I actually for the first time in my 
life need coffee so today I bought a coffee pot and one pound of [to left a sketch of a the new 
coffee pot] mixed 2/3 Java & 1/3 mocha[,] whole investment 75 + 35 $1.10[,] & turned them 
over to Mrs Stockton telling her how to make it acc[ording]. to the most scientific principles of 
making an aqueous extract & tomorrow morning I shall have some extract of cafein[,] in other 
words a cup of genuine coffee_  I was somewhat doubtful about the manner in which Mrs S. 
would take this but she didn’t seem to mind the implied slight to her coffee_  Tell me please 
what coffee your mother uses & how she prepares it_  Wont you also Dearest get me “Chinese 
Gordon” no 30 377 of Harpers Franklin Square Library, be sure & get the quarto edition.  I want 
the illustrations_  I see you smile at me for ordering a cheap book but never mind.  I own lots of 
them as you will find out & only a few of any other kind but I love the other kind better all the 
same & rejoice in those few I do possess.  Get this for me as soon as you can dearest and mail it 
at once.  One cent will cover it.  It comes under the new rule of 1 cent for four ounces for 
periodical matter & this is periodical.  Good night my Love my own Effie.  I am pretty busy 
tonight but I must write to you dear girl.  How I love you_  Good night my own with fondest 
love always your own loving 
           Harry 
 


