
                                                                                                        No. 54 West 46th St. 
                                                                                                          N.Y. April 26th 1885 
My darling Harry, 
       I am going on from where I left off, for I want to finish telling you about Mr. Cohen’s 
talk.  He seemed very much pleased with what I told him about you.  I explained why I couldn’t 
make any arrangements for the summer, told him how we were situated, that you had a 
position at Purdue University in Ind. and that the summer vacation was the only time we had to 
be together.  You haven’t any idea how much interest he took in you right away.  He wanted to 
know all about you, & asked a good many questions, and my answers seemed to be very 
satisfactory for he became very enthusiastic.  Before he congratulated me, he had to know who 
you were, and our long ack acquaintance & our thorough knowledge of each other pleased him 
at once, for he saw that it wasn’t a sudden thing, that we knew what we were about & must be 
sure of our feelings, and that I wasn’t running any risk as I would do in marrying, on short 
acquaintance, a man I didn’t half know.  He went on and asked other questions all pointed, but 
not impertinent at all, because they were not asked out of idle curiosity.  I could see that it was 
entirely on account of his friendship, and his interest in me, so of course I didn’t head him off, 
or hesitate to tell him anything he asked.  I couldn’t, h after his generous offer.  He asked your 
age, and all about your position, and even about your salary, but it was all done as a father 
might have asked.  He showed a thousand times more interest and feeling than Uncle Ten Eyck 
did.  When he found that you had studied at Johns Hopkins, he seemed to prick up his ears still 
more, and said he knew Pres. Gilman very well. and  Your taking your degree there was just so 
much more in your favor, and he became more & more delighted.  He didn’t consider your lack 
of money anything against you, and I believe he was more pleased with what you have that 
than if I had told him you were wealthy.  He saw it just as we do, and said “money is nothing, if 
you love each other you’ll be happy, and you’ll always have enough to make you comfortable.”  
He tho’t people were too apt to discourage a marriage until there was plenty of money, and he 
doesnt does not believe it is right.  He thinks we ought to marry as soon as we can possibly do 
so.  I told him that we felt so too and would do it, but that you would of course have to have a 
start.  He said “yes of course he must, but it isn’t necessary to have much.  People can get along 
on very little if they love each other and are willing to manage properly, and it isn’t necessary 
for happiness, to have so much, but I know you.  You can get along on a little, and would be 
willing to do your part, & will be happy, and I am delighted with what you tell me.  I wish you 
both every happiness.  Oh Effie this is good news, and it makes me very happy” and he went on 
& on.  I never saw him so pleased over anything.  The only trouble was because I hadn’t told 
him before.  He said it was mean to keep it from him so long, & tho’t I ought to have trusted 
him with it right away, but he got all over that.  He said “well then we have got to give you up 
this summer?  Isn’t there any chance of your being with us?  I think it might be managed, for he 
could can come and see you as often as he likes, and would be perfectly welcome, and you 
would be free to go to Madison and visit, and on the whole I dont see why your engagement 
should interfere.  I dont know why that isn’t an extra reason.  The summer at the seashore 
would do you good, and in the fall you’d have a nice little sum saved up, and it would be very 
convenient for you if you were going to be married.  After all wouldn’t it be possible for you to 
be with us part of the time anyway?  It will be very easy for you.  You wouldn’t have much to do 
and yet you’d be paying your way and earning something besides, and it would be worth a good 



deal to us to have you there and I’d be only too glad to pay you a ggod good sum for it, but I 
dont want to interfere in any way.  Still I cant see why it need interfere.”  Well my dearest what 
do you think of such an offer?  Do you wonder that it astonished me?  I was so excited I 
couldn’t get over it.  Such kindness has often been read of in books, but to have it really happen 
__ well it kind of breaks me all up, tho’ I must say it pleased me wonderfully.  Why if such an 
offer had come last year I guess it wouldn’t taken me long to decide, or if it should have come 
for the winter, but you know I cant give you up for anything, and this isn’t tempting me at all.  If 
we should decide to be married next winter it would save me lots of worry &  trouble, for if I 
had something to do with (a little money I mean) I would have all my time to get ready in, and 
would take things easy otherw and would give up my pupils next fall, but if I don’t do that, I will 
be obliged to give my pupils next fall, but if I dont do that I will be obliged to give lessons up to 
the last week or so, & sew besides, but I’d rather do it than lose any time with you next 
summer.  Tho’ it is a wonderful chance I dont look upon it very favorably, because I think we 
couldn’t be as free.  I would not feel perfectly free, tho’ I know they’d try to make me feel so, 
but I could do a good deal, and would feel that I must.  You are not standing in my way at all, 
for if if I were not engaged I would have already made arrangements to go to Rem’s.  I would 
have gone there if it hadn’t been for you.  It would have seemed my duty, and you know only 
my higher duty, my first duty, to you kept me from going.  When I found how strongly you felt 
on the subject I couldn’t go on with it.  So you see Mr. Cohen’s offer would have come too late, 
but laying aside that other duty, as I have already done, I feel now as tho’ I couldn’t go to the 
Cohens.  We couldn’t be as free.  It would be all very well for them to say so, but I wouldn’t feel 
so.  I would feel more or less tied down, for I couldn’t consent to letting them do so much for 
me without any return.  It isn’t my nature.  I have too much of mamma’s independence for that.  
I wouldn’t feel free to come & go as I liked, and it seems to me, that tho’ this would be very fine 
for me in one way, it would hardly pay, because it has been so hard for us this winter, and we 
have got to make up for that, and get strength to stand another separation.  It seems as tho’ we 
both ought to be free, and as tho’ we ought to have the entire summer together.  Besides it 
would be too expensive for you to come to see me there.  What do you think?  I imagine you’ll 
feel just as I do about it, but perhaps you’ll think I am throwing away a good chance which I 
ought to appreciate & profit by.  Do you think so?  Do you think I ought to improve such a 
chance?  I’m pretty sure you wont blame me for wanting to have my summer free to spend 
with you, even tho’ it is extravagant to lose a chance of making something, and in such an easy 
way too.  It is a chance I would have jumped at last year, but now I cant feel the same.  I dont 
feel that I am doing wrong to let it slip, and I told Mr. C. that it would be impossible, but he left 
it open and wanted me to think over it, and said it couldn’t interfere with us, or keep us apart.  
We would be entirely free.  I did not think there was any chance, but said I’d write to you.  I felt 
pretty sure you would feel as I do, but if you think it would be best to accept it let me know.  
There isn’t any duty about this case, and so I am tempted to follow my inclination and have the 
whole summer with you, but if you are going to make any arrangement to spend any part of the 
summer away at Hampton or Beaufort (which I have half expected or rather dreaded) then I 
could arrange to spend that time at there Long Branch.  Mr. Cohen must meet you, and it may 
be a very good thing for us this that he has taken this interest in you, & approves of you, for he 
may be a help to you, and I know he would speak for you if he come he could.  Mamma tho’t of 
this thing first, when I told her of how he received the news.  I said “he beats any thing I ever 



head of, he has taken an interest in Harry.  He will be working for him before we know it.”  I 
said it in fun and yet there was a feeling that he would extend his interest in me to you.  
Mamma took it right up, and put any joking aside, and said “well perhaps it will really be a good 
thing for Harry.  I wouldn’t be at all surprised if he could do a good deal, for he has so much 
influence and knows so many influential people.  He knows Stanford so well and I wouldn’t be 
at all surprised if he could get him a very fine position in the college he is about to found in 
California.”  You have of course read about it.  I haven’t a doubt that he could do something for 
you there, and it wouldn’t be necessary to ask him to.  If he could he’d propose it himself 
without any suggestions or hints from us.  I have seen enough, to know that he is a firm & true 
friend of mine, and would do anything for me, and that anything he could for you would be for 
my good too.  Mamma says she expects some such thing because he cant seem to do enough, 
and it would be just like him, & really not as much trouble or as wonderful as what he offered 
to do for her.  Think of his offering to lend her any am’t of money she needed if she would only 
call on him.  The other day when he offered to get all her money back he also made this offer 
about lending her money at any time, but I told you of this I know.  Monday April 27th   
The other day he said just as I was going “Effie have you heard any more from Cala?”  I said “yes 
mamma had a letter from Mr. Beans this morning and he said things were not as favorable as 
we had supposed, & we might get only 30% & there was no hope of more than 40.”  He said 
“well that dont make any difference as far as you are concerned.  Things are getting worse all 
the time but you need not worry.”  I told you I’d get every dollar of your mother’s money for 
her didn’t I?  Well I’ll do it too, just see if I dont.  She’ll be all right, and wont lose anything.”  He 
is very positive and I guess we’ll get it, but isn’t it awfully kind?  How would you like to get a 
position in Cala if he should happen to offer to use his influence?  Mamma says she thinks it 
would be the finest kind of a chance if you could get a place in Gov. Stanford’s college and get 
started with it.  Of course we dont count on his doing any thing, and yet it would not be 
surprising for he seems so willing to help people & this wouldn’t cost him any thing, and any 
how there is a possibility of it, and I think if he does take an interest in you he could be give you 
a big lift and a good push, for he has influence, and you know what that means.  But I never 
dreamed that he would be such a friend of ours. th  What he has already done, is more 
remarkable, & unusual than what he may offer to do for you.  Write me what you think of this, 
but dont say it is absurd for it isn’t.  It is possible & not improbable.  Anyway you wouldn’t 
object to such a friend would you?  Wouldn’t I be happy if I could be the means of really being a 
help to you, instead of a load.  I expect to make you happy and know you wont consider me a 
hindrance, but you cant deny that it will give you a great deal more care.  You are anxious to do 
it & in a hurry to take this care, but tho’ I know that beyond a doubt, I would feel very much 
delighted if thro’ me you could get a lift such as Mr. C. can give he if he takes a notion to do it.   
Mamma is worse I think, and I am really worried about her cough, and she has got to have a 
doctor today.  She suffered terribly all night and I was awake with her a great deal.  Saturday 
night the baby was lively again and I only got about three hours sleep, all told, and that was not 
uninterrupted.  I got it between one and five A.M. and was up once or twice between those 
hours, but I feel splendidly in spite of the last three nights.  I feel as well or better than usual.  It 
seems to agree with me to lose sleep.  I’d make a good nurse in a hospital, as far as that one 
thing is concerned.  Jule had the baby last night, and she got along better than she did the first 
night she was on duty.  I went to market before breakfast this A.M.  Isn’t that pretty good for 



me?  Mamma said she’d stay in bed, but she didn’t keep her word, and has been p up ever 
since the breakfast bell rang.  She is awful, & we cant manage her, but I am determined to have 
the doctor today.  I wont have Dr. Danforth either.  I think I’m thro’ with him.  I would like to 
write more but it is time for me to go.  I meant to make this letter a good deal longer, but I had 
to stop & go to mamma.  She was very sick last night.  I was going to give you all that about Mr. 
C. as a continuation of my last, and then write my regular Sunday’s letter, but you see I never 
can do half I plan.  I haven’t told you about Mrs. C.  She was lovely but not as demonstrative as 
he was, but her plans for me were the same as his for they had talked it over together.  Now my 
own Harry I must go.  Where are your Monday letters?  I guess they have been delayed & will 
be here when I come home from my lessons.  _____ Here they are now.  Mamma has just 
brought them to me. 
Goodbye my own Harry with fondest deepest truest love 
          Always your own loving  
                     Effie. 
 
I have been awfully mixed on dates this week.  I dated your letter wrong last Sunday and have 
been upset ever since.  Hope I am straightened out now.  I believe this one is dated right. 
     With love unbounded 
        from your 
             Effie 
  


