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My own precious treasure 
        I have so much to thank God for how can I repine?  He has led me always & no matter 
how dark the way seemed he guided me & helped me to make something turn up to & and that 
is better than for him to have turned it up for me because now I am all the stronger to help 
myself.  I received your letter of Sunday aft. this morning and what I shall write tonight is only 
what I wrote this morning but now I have even more reason for misgiving.  But before I write a 
word about that, Darling I must write about one other thing.  Do you think that my creed forces 
me to believe that when things go hard here it is because Heaven & Earth are allied against us?  
Don’t you see that it is just the reverse[?]  If I believed that God directly controlled all our 
movements & sent us every trouble that our earthly relations brings us[,] I must believe that 
now he is cruel & has turned his face from us, that he took Minnie away so as to make us 
unhappy & that he sends us all our woes?  God is not so.  He is working for us but we in our 
ignorance do things that are unwise & we must suffer or we do things that are wise & we may 
then learn the lesson that gives us greater self reliance than ever.  O Effie you & I do think alike I 
believe but I can’t tell you in a letter so as to show you the sort of God I serve.  He does not rule 
us with cold & pitiless sway but he does not take the management of our temporal affairs from 
us.  If we cut our finger the blood flows & we may bleed to death if we are not cared for & no 
one would stop the surgeon & call for the minister to pray God to stop the operation of the law 
that says if you cut an artery the blood will flow_  Do you not see that if we think of God as 
interfering in these things we must believe that God has now deserted us.  He has not deserted 
us but he has appointed ways in which we must go.  If your dear mother has undertaken more 
than she can carry she must lighten the load.  God will give her strength to bear it if she can 
bear it & will put trust & hope & confidence into her if she prays believing but he will not 
interfere with the machinations of wily persons & if she makes a bargain she cannot keep God 
will not make her a way out.  That she must do herself tho guided by him if she has a live faith 
in him_  Dearest I believe that God will keep & sustain her in this but he will not interfere to 
avert the consequences of human action and will only show himself in giving us the strength to 
meet them.  I do not think the power of heaven is against our mother.  The power of heaven is 
for her but the power of earth just now seems to be against her_  If success is a special 
providence then also is failure a special providence & we do not believe that God sends us 
failure in this way.  It is more comforting to think it is our own mistake but that God comforts & 
strengthens us “to workout our own salvation” tho it be with “fear & trembling.”  O Dearest 
don’t think that I don’t believe in God.  I get the greatest help & comfort from prayer & when I 
call on him to help me & give me confidence & trust I come away with fresh trust & he does 
help me to stand up & to do my daily task.  He is ever present by us but he does not lift our 
burden.  He gives us the strength to carry it ourselves__  I cannot think that he has deserted us 
now.  He is very near.  If we will call upon him he will answer & hope will spring up in the heart 



& the way look less dark.  Too often our faith fails us.  We fail to see that it is just here that God 
helps us most & the darkest hour is made easier when we call to God for help & find him thus 
near us__  Dont misunderstand me or think that I believe that God is against us.  When things 
look dark he is very near & we may call on him___  I am worried a great deal about things in 
N.Y.  I hope that your mother will give up the lease & if the $400 must be lost let it go for it is 
not going to do for her to undertake this strain.  She had better try some thing smaller even if it 
does not promise much more than a living.  I feel sure that she will not be able to stand the 
strain.  She has had a hard pull in the last three years & it has told upon her very perceptibly.  
She is not where she was when she went to New York & she ought to be very moderate in her 
risks because she cannot endure the worry.  I have looked askance at this thing & now I must 
speak.  There was no use in speaking against it while she had no prospect of giving it up.  It was 
better then to try & see all the bright prospects.  I believe that the thing could be made to pay if 
things were as you first told me.  Two houses[,] one well furnished & in first class condition[,] 
for $7100 a year & no other expenses to the landlord.  But if she could have it so clear but could 
not undertake the load without so much & continual worry it would be better to give it up even 
if she felt sure of clearing $1000 a year for the strain is too much.  Of course if she felt sure of 
clearing $1000 a year there would be no worry but I mean if she must worry in ignorance & did 
in the end clear $1000. then the money would have cost too dearly.  Your mother has the 
energy to undertake anything & I respect her & admire her more than any woman I know & you 
have a singularly level head on business matters & I have perfect confidence in your judgment, 
more than I have in my own judgment[,] and so when you tell me that this venture is a good 
one I believe in it & say go ahead.  But now that things have shown up that you didn’t know 
about & that cause you to feel gloomy about it the natural misgivings I have become the 
gravest anxieties.  I can’t do a thing.   I don’t even know what these developments are that are 
coming up.  I can’t understand them & you give me no hint as to their nature.  There has been a 
good deal of mystery about the whole affair.  You told me that something was on the carpet at 
first but for several letters gave me no clue at all & now I can’t understand this trouble that 
arises after every thing has been so pleasantly settled.  I believe that you tell me just what you 
think best & I can’t know it all for you haven’t time to write it.  I know that & don’t speak this 
complainingly but only to show you how in the dark I am left in all this trouble.  O Darling I 
would so gladly do any thing to help you in this trouble.  You may believe my own Effie that 
your lonely cry is heard away out here by one who longs to come to you & help you in every 
possible way.  I would so gladly do any thing to help & comfort my Effie.  I want to do all I can. 
Now there isn’t much that I can do but you know that you have my constant love & anxiety[,] 
the tenderest love[,] the deepest strongest feeling I ever knew & an anxiety that goes beyond 
anything I ever felt over my own affairs.  I can’t do any thing.  I must leave you to work all this 
thing out alone but I am at your side & you know I love you & that I pity you & long for you & 
want to help you & would take the whole burden if I could but I cant.  You must brave it & work 
this thing out for yourself__  I can say nothing Darling to comfort you except that you have all 
my love.  I have no tangible help to offer except the help to your heart & think how great that is 
by thinking what it would be to have that taken away.  I know Darling that in all this hard trial 
you want me & feel that if only this hard & joyless separation were over it would all be well.  
And it would all be well & we shouldn’t mind facing any odds but even so far apart we are the 
stronger for our bond.  Cheer up Darling there is a good time in store & the winter can’t last 



forever.  Poor Effie everything has come to you this year and now that we are settled better 
than ever & could have some comfort even separated there are tenfold worse anxieties to 
harass you night & day.  I hope that your mother will give all this hard struggle up & settle into 
some quiet boarding house where she can make a decent living & perk up a little more & not 
have this dreadful worry_  I know that she would prefer things as they are now at least but it is 
too much strain for the gain I do believe & she had better not kill herself in the hope of doing a 
little better.  O Darling you know what is best.  I believe you are wise in planning & have 
prudence & judgment unusual.  Keep close watch of her.  She must trust you & don’t let her do 
any thing or sign any thing until after mature & careful thought & with reliable legal advice.  I 
shall say the same thing over & over if I continue to write on this theme so I will stop now.  I 
don’t know enough to write intelligently on it at all but I am filled up with interest and anxiety 
on it & must write something.  I hope for the best & believe that things will come out straight 
but I can’t see how & am very anxious as to the effect of all this upon your mother & you too & 
am terribly anxious to come to you.  That I cannot do_  I must stay here & worry along through 
it some how_  Now I must stop & go to work & when I can get my mind on anything else I will 
write you about something else that will cheer you up I think_  With the fondest love for my 
own Darling Effie[,] always the same but stronger all the time & more intelligent too so that I 
understand you better & with unutterable longing for my own hearts desire. 
           Always your own loving 
                            Harry__ 
 
Darling Darling Effie 
       How I do love you my own true girl_  I want to tell you briefly about a scheme of Barnes 
for next year.  He wants to go away for a years study in Harvard and has found out that he can 
get an assistant ship with $400 & have a good deal of spare time then for his work.  He can’t 
leave here however unless he can make as much money as at present[,] $1600[,] & so he must 
have $1200 of his present salary but will give up four hundred to pay some one for doing the 
work he has to leave_  I will take his geology class and take charge of his laboratory but the 
work of running the lab he thinks he can get done by a former pupil of his for $200[],] leaving 
$200  for me.  This will make $1400 for me next year if I get my $l200 as I count upon doing & 
feel pretty confident of doing_  I havent yet spoken to Dr S. about my pay next year but I think 
he intends to give me $1200.  We don’t know whether the other scheme will go through or not 
but have some hopes.  It has a pretty practical bearing of it does.  Let me show you how my 
own_  I owe now $448 to Van Sant[,] $265 to papa.  I borrowed $400 of Van Sant & pay him 6% 
& owe two years interest.  I am all clear here & have on hand $150 & shall draw $75 more for 
dormitory & $300 250 more for teaching.  It will cost me about $100 more to finish up here & 
get home.  It will cost inside that considerably[,] not over 75 I guess but call it one hundred_ 
I think that I can pay off at least $148 + $65 on my debts [he adds up the numbers 150, 250, and 
75 to make 475 to the right] thus reducing me to $500 debt.  If we keep quiet during the                       
summer I can do better still & I think I may reduce the debt to $400__  If I get $1200 next year 
you see that paying off the $400 will be an easy matter and if I get fourteen hundred it will be 
still easier.  I can’t see now any thing to hinder our being married next christmas so far as I am 
concerned.  I don’t hesitate a moment about so far as my ability to take care of us is concerned.  
But while we may as well look at the facts & probabilities we must not begin to count upon a 



definite time until the summer.  You no doubt dread another year like this as much as I do & 
Darling I know that nothing but wise consideration of our best good for our whole future will 
determine us in postponing an event that we both long for how earnestly.  My own precious 
treasure it will always be dark & dreary without you.  No matter what pleasant things are about 
me I don’t care for them.  There is only one thing I want & that is your presence in my life.  It 
has grown to be so great a want that nothing can put it aside_  Do you see that we could live 
well on one thousand dollars & pay costs of being married too[?]  We could live here from 
christmas and have all our expenses inside $20 per week & that for 6 months would be inside 
$600_  My plan is to board at the Stockton house which would cost $8 p[e]r week & then have 
rooms some where nearby which would cost $4 a week or so more[,] then washing would cost 
$2 or $3 p[e]r week & we could get along very comfortable for awhile on $20 a week_  It costs 
me now $4 per week for board & washing & I wash all the things for my own room.  I want you 
to tell me what you think about this & if you think of any reason aside from the money question 
why we shouldn’t marry as soon as possible_  There isn’t any in my case.  Darling I want you to 
come to me.  We are too unhappy apart even in smooth weather.  We are a foreordained 
couple.  If there is any such thing as marriages made in heaven ours is the one I believe.  My 
own true little woman I do love you with all my heart.  That is why I want you so_  Dearest I 
hope your letter this morning will have some good news & that you will be brighter.  It is only 
eight weeks more[,] 56 days more.  Today is mid April & there is only one more whole month.  
How I wish it was mid June.  Then I could come to you & you should tell me every sorrow & I 
would cheer them all away_  Now I must go, with a fond warm kiss for my Darling with love[,] 
constant love always going out & longing for you all the time my own Effie. 
           Always your own loving 
                  Harry. 
 
O Darling you are so near & so very very dear to you own Harry _ 
 

My own Darling I am so glad that the 10 & 12 scheme has fallen through.  The four 
hundred dollars is better gone than with it more too & the worry.  Perhaps it is not too much to 
pay for the content that will follow now this worry is all over.  O this thing has been a nightmare 
to me all the time since you first began to unfold it to me.  It is too much for your mother to 
attempt.  She cant do it.  I don’t begrudge the help you can give her My Darling now that I see 
so well just how bad she has been & she has needed you now more even than I have.  I feel the 
greatest relief over your todays letter for your mother must not go on with any such plan.  If 
she can keep the house you have at present it will be well & very likely she can.  I should not 
take it for a long lease however.  I can’t tell you Darling how much relief I feel over the news of 
your letter & think I can go to work now with less worry than for two weeks & more past.  O 
you wonderful girl you can meet that B & fight her_  Dont you think when I won you I got a 
prize  _  You wonderful Effie you have all the pluck of your mother & all the nerve she had 
before she grew older_  We can’t let her try anything hazardous.  She mustn’t do it.  She can’t 
do it.  She won’t have you to bear her up sometime & must count on that too.  I shall take you 
away from her tho it may be hard to let you go.  I don’t wonder she hates to think of it.  O My 
Love how did I win such a heart as yours[?]  There must be some good thing in me or you could 
never have loved me so_  Darling do you see why I love you[?]  I love you because I admire you 



so for your bravery and at the same time your gentleness & tenderness.  But I won’t write a 
Eulogy now tho I do feel one every day my own wonderful Effie_  With a new pledge of love 
with hopes & much lighter heart & with love & trust & affection all the time[,] your own loving 
               Harry_ 
 

Have you had to pay postage on any letters from here.  I always weigh mine here but 
suspect the scales are off_ 


