
                                                                                                  Purdue 
                                                                                                  Tuesday Ap[ri]l 21 [1885] 5:30 PM 
My own darling darling Effie 
           Your letter came tonight.  I have looked for it so anxiously and yet I knew it couldn’t get 
here before tonight.  I have just read it all through carefully & very thoughtfully_  It is just what 
I expected you would send[,] just exactly for I know how you feel about it and knew too just 
how you would be complicated by my feeling about it & Darling I realize your position & the 
hard place that this trouble makes for us both.  I have thought it all over since Saturday a 
hundred times.  I didn’t mean to telegraph but I felt after I had sent the letter that I must let 
you know at once how strongly I felt about the matter.  I have looked at it from your 
standpoint.  I know how you loved Minnie & how you felt over her death.  Your sacrifice of your 
self at the time to help Rem showed me as well as the shock that the news gave you how you 
felt about it.  I try to put my self in your place & see the case from your standpoint & I do I think 
succeed in doing that but I can’t do it as you say as I should have done before we were engaged 
& you can’t for that introduces the most important consideration of the whole thing and is 
bound to complicate the thing & that factor is one that we can’t possibly put aside, we can’t 
possibly do it or consider the thing from such a standpoint if we would [ill. and we oughtn’t to 
any how if we could.  I think I understand how you meant that.  You meant that I should 
consider your duty in the matter apart from my personal prejudice that grows out of my love 
for you but I must consider in with the matter of your duty toward Minnie your duty as arising 
from your situation to me & you do that all through your letter & of course we can’t help doing 
it.  I have thought it all out over & over.  I have tried to see that I can be happy or even content 
to consent to your undertaking this task but I come out at the same place every time.  I realize 
that if you do not go you will feel that you are shirking a duty that no matter whether or not I 
see it as a duty you will see it so & feel your conscience prick you when I can make you see as I 
do that it is not your duty.  On the other hand I see that as sure as you do go there & undertake 
this task I shall not be able to feel satisfied & you will be worried because I am unhappy_  And 
that this will be so I know.  I can’t put my feeling about it down.  I have felt very hard toward 
Rem at times because he can’t turn to any one else for help & yet I have consented to your 
actions & have believed that right tho they caused me much more suffering than I was willing 
you should see_  But now I feel that the case is not so strong as it has been. You represented to 
me that he was on the verge of madness & I believe you & if it meant mental or moral ruin for 
him if he couldn’t have you I was content tho I hated to let you be worn so as I saw & knew it 
weared wearied you_  You know that even after a considerable time after Minnies death your 
visits to help Rem told on you fearfully.  I dreaded almost to get letters lest they should tell me 
that you had had some more of the rack it was to you to go there.  I have felt dreadfully about it 
at times & it has used me all up_  Now let us see the case.  Rem has three children & is him self 
hard to be with and he turns to you as the only one to help him.  This is wrong on his part.  He 
will not realize our relation at all or the trial it is to me but tries to persuade even against your 
judgment.  You say in your letter “I should have tried to put Rem off till I had had your letter but 
he might have persuaded me had it not been for your telegram.”  This & former things like it 
show me that Rem by persuasion affects you in regard to your sense of duty in this matter.  I 
feel sure that this is wrong tho how natural!  You know all the circumstances & ought to be 
allowed to judge of your duty uninfluenced by any solicitude from him_  Is this not so?  In 



considering the matter you should consider the whole position[,] his need & so on[,] but he 
should not attempt to coax you or in any way force your decision.  And in that matter I will say 
the same thing of my self.  I believe I am not quite so sure in my case because I have so high a 
right to your sympathy.  Still duty is a coldblooded thing & in considering your duty in this 
question I have no right to force your judgment through your feelings_  It is almost impossible 
for me to avoid an appeal.  I did not avoid escape it in my letter on Saturday tho I tried to avoid 
it I couldn’t then.  It was too new & came over me too suddenly so that I wrote all I thought & 
then put in a good deal of what I felt too.  I feel as much now as I did then but I can look at it in 
a more dispassionate way & I am going to show you how the case looks to me as an outsider as 
tho I were not your lover.  It isn’t easy for me to imagine myself not your lover & some one else 
your lover & yet I think I can do it.  I believe that I am able to look at the thing as a purely 
outside party who knows the standpoints of both you & me perfectly _  First tho before I go any 
farther let me say again as I said before & I supposed when I wrote on Saturday that the 
diphtheria was out of the way_  So long as there is any symptom of diphtheria there I can’t 
consent on any terms to your exposing your self to it.  That matter is entirely separate from this 
consideration & if I thought that you would expose yourself to the disease at all or go into the 
slightest danger of it I don’t know what I should do.  When I was a lad Aunt Maggies husband 
died of Diphtheria & I have the very greatest horror of it & in your present health can’t hear of 
your being in the slightest exposure to it.  It is a very fatal disease 20 - 50 person patients in 100 
die & I am dreadfully afraid of it.  I wrote you once before about that.  However I shall not feel 
at all willing for you to go there at all so long as there is the slightest danger_  Darling you know 
how I feel when you are slightly ill but if this should visit you & you are in poor condition to 
work an to sustain an attack & are predisposed to malarial troubles I should be frantic_  You 
must not put your self in the way of this at all_  But after it is gone & there is no danger what is 
your duty then _  You can help Rem of that there is no doubt but you must consider two things 
before you say it is your duty to help him[:] your duty toward yourself & your duty toward your 
lover.  Now how strong is your duty toward Rem_  or toward Minnie shall I say?  He needs some 
one to take charge of his children & his home if it he intends to continue to have a home, for he 
can’t have a home without some one to take care of it[,] that is obvious_  But if he makes any 
plan it must be some thing somewhat permanent.  If he is to have a home[,] to keep house he 
must have some one to run it who can stay with him for an indefinite time[,] for a considerable 
time any how.  There is no use in his making a make shift arrangement & then having it all to do 
over again.  He had better make his arrangement now than to make it & then have it over 
turned & all to make over again soon.  If he has no one & can’t find any one to keep house for 
him then he can’t keep house & must give up his home & turn about in some other way[,] 
board for instance.  Of course I don’t know whom he could get to keep his house.  I don’t know 
his friends & resources well enough for that _  If now he can have you only a few weeks is his 
need great enough to justify his requiring you in consideration of your other duties[,] that 
toward your self & that toward your lover_  And first of your duty to yourself __  You have an 
occupation now that is almost or quite all you ought to stand.  I feel sure that an unpredjudiced 
person would say that you have a good deal to do with your regular work.  On two days it is 
more than you ought to do[,] more than I should do or recommend to any one else.  On 
Monday & Thursday it is a good full days work.  You have two easy days[,] Wednesday & 
Saturday __  Ought you in justice to your own health[,] suppose you were entirely by yourself[,] 



to undertake a hard & wearing task as this must be & one that would be a hard task if you had 
nothing else to do _  It seems to me that the need is hardly urgent enough to justify you even 
on this ground.  But how about your lover?  Now Darling how I can free myself from predjudice 
when I write about him for I know him so well _  Is it your duty to do this thing[?]  Can you do it 
when he is bound to feel badly over it so long as it lasts?  His peace of mind must be considered 
& he can’t be content to have you worn & used up by these cares and he must feel all the time 
that you are doing more than is right.  You write him that it will be hard but you can stand it.  
Do you think he can be easy in mind or at rest when he finds that you are doing so much?  Now 
Darling there are the facts that are to be looked at, the strength of Rems need[,] the amount of 
good you can do[,] the cost to you[,] the cost to me _  I have not dwelt as much upon Rems 
need & the amount of good you could do him in comparison with the cost.  I know you would 
help him & I know how much light you would throw across his path?  But that would be only 
the most transient help.  It couldn’t last & would leave him if any thing worse than before.  He 
can’t have you for long & I believe it will be better for him to solve this problem without you 
than for you to solve it in this way that will soon take away the key & leave him in greater 
perplexity.  I know how you feel about what Minnie would like but I very much doubt the 
efficience of this man in the long run.  You know Darling I wrote you one day in [ill.][,] I 
remember it well[,] that Rem would have to learn to find his help else where & not depend on 
you.  He must do this.  You are so situated that he cannot depend on you for his support.  He 
must cast about him & find it elsewhere.  He must, for you can’t & I believe ought not to give it 
to him.  (I don’t mean now Dearest to imply that there is danger of his falling in love with you & 
so suffering in that way for I leave the decision on that point to you & your mother whom I trust 
& I know that you would never take a step in this direction if you feared this in the least.  And 
Darling I believe in you till death.  I believe utterly in your complete love for me & don’t think 
that jealousy stirs me a bit.  I am sure it does not for I know that you could not turn from me _)  
And so I say that I do not think that he would gain enough by this thing to compensate the costs 
as measured by your health & my misery_  And Darling in spite of everything I do I can’t feel it 
right for you to take this care.  More I feel it wrong & I can’t help being miserable every time I 
think about it.  I feel that now you have too much.  I have been wild since christmas about you 
& Darling remember that it is not only now but you are drawing upon the future of us both & so 
much ill health[,] such strain[,] such a high pressure is very bad for one of your age & I have 
watched it for a long time with the gravest misgivings.  It almost more than any thing else 
makes me anxious to have you where I can watch over you.  Darling I do love you & your life is 
so dear to me & every thing that menaces your health at all worries me almost beyond 
endurance_  One night I went up to see Miss Weed & Miss Elder.  You were sick at home with 
the neuralgia & I thot I might get a change & a relief if I went there but I was so worried that I 
was too cross to be endured & I afterward found out that they were glad to get rid of me & 
thought that it was a stupid thing for a man in love to come & bore them___  How can you help 
him.  In three ways.  I take it you can make his house hold expenses shape themselves better.  
You can guide the children.  You can support him __  Now all these[,] any of them matters in 
which you can do any permanent good.  You certainly can’t influence the children very 
permanently in six weeks.  You can’t do enough with the running of the house to compensate 
for the cost & as for helping Rem that you can do & do now a great deal but he must learn to 
get that help from some other source sooner or later & he ought to do it sooner & not later.  It 



is one thing to see you now & then & talk with you and get fresh help & quite another to look 
for it to you all the time & I think he ought to learn very soon[,] ought to have begun it by this 
time[,] to seek his relief from some thing or some one beside you tho he may with out wrong 
see you & talk with you & get renewed hope but it should not be a constant source of help to 
him.  And Darling that is the way I look at it.  It is the same thing that I wrote on Saturday.  I do 
not think I am quite as much excited as I was then.  Then it was all fresh.  I felt I must write at 
once so that you could know how I stood.  I knew that I was not yet cool about it but I have 
thought it all through & I had time enough for quiet thought on saturday night for I didn’t sleep 
much that night and now my judgment is just the same[,] that in no case[,] no matter whether 
we can see any other move or not[,] so long as it is only a convenience to Rem & not a matter 
of life or death or of total wreck & ruin of his mind or morals[,] so long as we see he is now 
steady & going along straight & wont kill himself or drink or gamble[,] so long in short as you 
can not do more than help him out & not save h it is not that you are saving him[,] I feel is it 
your duty to go there & run his house for him or to take the charge or responsibility of it or the 
children_  As to your going there occasionally that is different & I think that all right but mind I 
mean by occasionally so occasionally that you are a visitor & not at all in charge of things_  I 
wouldn’t refuse you to the children[,] little dears[,] now & then or to Rem & still I should want 
you to be guided by the principle I have laid down in trying this case[,] that you ought not to 
assume the responsibility of the care of the house at all.  If you do go often enough for that 
then Rem will not make other provisions & that is the thing I firmly believe it his duty to do or 
else give it up __  Now you say you hope I will suggest some plan.  That Darling is most hard for 
me to do at this distance for how can I not knowing his friends_  Can’t Maggie possibly stay & 
her husband come there for his visit & make that the headquarters during that time?  I of 
course know of no one else.  Your mother cant go.  He won’t have Jule.  There it is again.  He 
has all the kinks & whims & they must be met _ but of that I wont say nothing.  I don’t know as 
Jule could do it any how.  But if he can’t keep house why not give it up & board somewhere[?]  
He does that well enough_  But Darling on this question I feel incompetent to write for I don’t 
know enough about the facts of the case.  Now dearest you say that your sympathies are 
kindled to the highest pitch.  I know they are and mine are too and I have pitied Rem from the 
bottom of my heart & do.  Still his trial has caused us all a great deal of suffering.  It has cost me 
very much & yet Darling I pity him & do forgive him tho at times I feel hard about it for some 
things that I have suffered through him which I feel he was too miserable to be responsible for.  
And you feel that Minnie would want you to do this[,] to go to Rem & help him out.  Perhaps 
Darling if she knew all the whole thing she might not if she could speak urge you to go[,] of that 
we cannot say & it is useless to speculate but that can’t it seems to me alter your duty in the 
matter & if your duty is not to do this Minnie would not[,] could not[,] wish it.  And now it all 
turns upon me for you will feel that the question of your health is not important but you will 
feel that my feeling in the matter must guide you_  Darling you know without my saying it over 
now what my feeling about it is & Darling I feel sure that after you have given up the plan you 
will not feel harrassed in mind but rested & quieted the feeling that you are really doing your 
duty _  Darling think how much you must read your duty in the light of your feelings, with Rem 
to coax & tease you[,] with the children to woo you & with your sorrow for what they have lost 
in Minnies death to stir you_  But Dearest there is another side & what might be your duty were 
you alone is perhaps not your duty now that you have entered into this holy relation with me.  



You are under obligation to look at this side too & I have tried to put you in a position to do this 
by stating my position.  You ask my opinion & Darling it is that you ought not to do a single 
thing more than your present duties unless the case is one of extremest urgency.  Your duty to 
your mother in her great trial was plainly.  Your duty to Rem in his dark hour was plain tho 
harder to be reconciled & as to me your duty here is also plain.  I cannot see the force of this 
call as against your duty to yourself & me which to me plainly requires you to let Rem solve this 
problem without your ad aid__  That Darling is my judgment.  I have tried to be honest & to 
shut out any pleading but I cant keep them out any longer for O my Effie aside from my 
judgment about the thing there is & must be the strongest feeling about it & that is all when I 
let it go so strongly against letting you be used for anything that wears you_  I can let you do 
things that oppose my feelings but that commend themselves to my judgment.  The N.O. trip is 
such & in that case I felt judged despite my strong feelings that you did right tho I suffered 
dreadfully over it_  Here it is different & I judge that the step you propose is wrong & beside it I 
feel that I can’t bear to let you take it_  Darling I promised to let you judge calmly but it is hard 
for me not to appeal to your pity & sympathy but I do not think I ought to stir you in that way & 
now I have promised to write a plain statement of the case as I see it.  I will do you the honor to 
let you judge for your self as unbiased as possible but I want you to understand how much 
hangs on your decision for me _ 
         Darling you wrote just such a letter as I expected to receive.  I knew how much you 
would feel the urgency of the case but I knew that you couldn’t insist upon going right against 
my convictions _  O Dearest I am so thankful to heaven for your love.  O what would it do to me 
if I should lose you or any thing terrible should happen to you.  I daren’t think of you in the grip 
of some dreadful disease.  As I pictured you all full of pain with neuralgia I became wild to see & 
help you __  O Darling I do hope that there will be nothing more in these last few weeks.  It has 
all been so hard.  Surely now we can have a little bit of comfort_  Darling am I selfish?  If I am I 
cannot help it.  I don’t call it selfishness.  I don’t think a candid outsider would call it selfish ness 
but if it is I can’t help it _  Did I write any thing on Saturday or Sunday that hurt you my 
darling[?]  Did you misunderstand me & think I was unjust & hard toward your mother.  O 
Darling forgive me.  I was very much troubled & I did let my wicked feelings get the best of me _  
I know Darling that she loves us both & that it is only because she dont understand us quite 
that she don’t help us about your letters.  O my love write as often as you can_  I was 
interrupted in the middle of this talk by a young man who is dissatisfied a little & lost heart & 
who came to talk with me.  Am I not a strange one to talk with a man in such a condition.  I 
hated to stop this letter but I had made the appointment.  We had a long talk[,] hour & a half[,] 
and I feel sure that when he went away he had gathered up fresh spirits & hope.  He is one of 
our good men & I hope that I have saved him for Purdue for he has been talking about leaving 
Purdue & I gave him a good long quiet helpful talk & I think it did him as much good as all the 
zoology I have put into him this whole year.  I love the work.  I like to get a fellow like that alone 
& just pour the good feeling into him & see it work.  He is capital fellow but has lost heart a 
little[,] don’t see how it is going to end & so on.  But I think he will pluck up from this hour_and 
a half talk.  And now it is ten oclock & I have not wasted the evening at all but spent it with my 
Darling & I shall go to my work tomorrow with fresh energy now I have had her letter & 
answered it.  Darling it is absurd that your letters should have such a disproportionate effect 
isn’t it?  Well I don’t think so.  They are like the match & the cask of gunpowder[,] a small spark 



will set off a big explosion.  I am all ready to kindle up afresh or rather[,] for I am burning 
enough most of the time like a grate full of hot coals[,] stirring it up makes a blaze.  No I am not 
like that for if I wasn’t stirred up I should go on burning all the same.  There is nothing like it[,] 
this love that fills me all up & goes out for my Effie all the time.  Did you ever suppose Darling 
that you should ever have such an ardent lover as I am & did you ever dream that I would prove 
to be such an ardent fellow when I got started & did you ever feel that I was too loving[,] that it 
was tiresome to be loved so fondly[?]  O no Darling I know you didn’t.  I feel better now than I 
did on Saturday don’t I?   Well I have just had a letter breathing love for me & thought for me 
on every page & how could I help it when you are well & when you are full of love & Darling I 
am sure I may add[,] tho it may not  seem so to you at first[,] happy tho you do seem to neglect 
Rem & his.  O Darling this will all work out without you.  It will all come straight & it will save 
your own Harry a dark six weeks ___  Now Darling good night.  I should have had this ready & 
mailed if Mr tonight if Mr Ade had not come in.  Then you would have had it on Thursday.  As it 
is you will not get it until Friday.  I do hope in the morning before you go to Orange_  With 
fondest love Darling & with the deepest sympathy for your position.  It is hard Darling[,] I know 
it is very hard & I would help you if I could but I have been perfectly honest — With a kiss of 
deepest love for my Darling from her own 
        loving loving loving 
                 Harry__ 
 
                                  Wed. morning 7:30  
My Darling  
     I want you to understand that it is not on the ground of your not having time to write 
that I object to your going to Rems for I should then have more letters than I can have now.  I 
should insist on a letter every day.  Insist that you take the time every day[,] in the evening 
perhaps every day[,] & I feel that this would be only just & a good thing for you _ but that is 
neither here nor there.  It was one of the first thoughts that came into my mind when you said 
your mother might go there, but I soon saw that it had no right & I can give up the letters just 
as I have had to all along.  I can’t feel content to let you draw so on your vitality.  I shall have 
something to say about the meaning of your nervous prostrations sometime.  They mean a 
good deal more than one might think & scare me out of my wits & I can’t let you work your self 
so hard.  I have been watching your life for some time with so much rush & hurry & excitement 
& I am alarmed _  You have got to last a good many years yet for we have neither of us begun 
to live yet & we are bound to be careful of ourselves for the others sake & to think of this all the 
time_  I go now to get your letter.  I do hope that nothing has prevented it.  It will perhaps be 
an answer to mine of Saturday. 
         O Darling your letter was lovely.  I won’t try to write about it now but will leave it till this 
evening to answer.  The plan is lovely.  I had not thought of that as a possibility but it is a 
perfect scheme _  It will be moonlight nights then & we will [ill.] spend the day in Albany & go 
down on the night boat may be but of that anon _  Now I must now write another word.  O you 
dear girl how I love you.  Fritz will have convulsions of jealous rage when he sees us together for 
I shant leave for at least two weeks to keep away from you & he will detect evidence of 
affection on my part I am afraid.  Darling Darling Darling how I do love you ___ My own__  Your 
Harry _ 


