
O my own Darling       Purdue 
how I do love you.                                                                                Wed. Eng Ap[ri]l 29 [18]85. 
 
My own Darling Darling Effie: 
       Your letter was detained & did not reach me until the evening mail.  It was a charming 
letter tho there is one thing in it that is beginning to worry me a bit[,] only a little but still a bit 
& that is your night work.  There seems no way out of it just now but Darling don’t be angry 
with me if I caution you to get all the rest you can.  If you get only three hours sleep at night 
you must try to make it up during the daytime for it wont do to keep that sort of thing up very 
long.  I won’t chide you my darling but I want you to keep in mind that we can’t run the fires 
night & day without wearing out the furnaces.  We have got to rest some.  I am very much 
alarmed about your mother.  I believe a confining illness would do her good much as we should 
dread it for she won’t take rest unless she is driven to do so_  Dearest I can only say to be 
careful_  Poor little baby I can’t say one word against your loving care for him or feel it but be 
careful of yourself as careful as you can.  This thing can’t last very long_  My Darling how very 
kind & good Mr. Cohen is!  I don’t wonder that Em loves him for he is a gentleman of the old 
school.  In general of course I should decidedly object to his knowing so much about us & I 
know Darling that I could perfectly trust your discretion in any case but this case is not one of 
mere nasty curiosity & I do not feel any hesitancy in having had you tell him all about us that 
you have told him_  I do not wonder that he loves you & takes an interest in you for he is a 
fatherly man & he knows of your struggle so well that it is both natural & lovely in him & shows 
me a good deal about his character that was a little unexpected to me_  I shall be glad to meet 
him & hope that it will come about that we shall meet, not because of any thing I can get out of 
him for I hate such a thought & should be tempted to avoid meeting him with such a purpose 
under the circumstance[,] he thinking so much of you[,] for the idea of using you as in any way 
a sort of tool is too horrible to tolerate[,] but for his own sake.  I feel sure that such a man 
would be a real true friend to one who was trying to work up_  I was not at all prepared for 
your news in yesterdays letter & still less for todays —  His proposal surprised me & then his 
interest in me.  And you may believe Darling that I am not ungrateful to him for the interest he 
shows in me tho I do suspect it is for your sake in large measure_  You are beginning already to 
plan for me & yet you think[,] no you cant think so[,] that you are in the smallest degree in 
danger of being a burden to me_  And Darling as you will be anxious to know what I think about 
Mr. C’s plan I will tell you at once.  I have no intention of going to Beaufort or Hampton or any 
other place to study this summer if we can be together_  I once felt when I thought the folks 
might not want us together at Madison that I would spend a month or six weeks at a seaside 
lab— for I knew that I couldn’t stay at Madison & have you away with that cause but since all 
danger of that has passed I have not the slightest purpose of going to any labs__  I need the 
rest & I need you & I mean to put in a good restful & happy vacation at your side My Darling[,] 
my hearts ease.  I have had a number of letters lately & have inquiring on this point & have 
answered every one that I mean to take a summer off__  And so Darling I am with you on that 
matter & feel that lovely as Mr Cohens offer is it must be refused unconditionally_  I think we 
both want all the time of July & August entirely full with absolutely no call that we must mind[,] 
not one from any one.  We have had to obey calls during this separation & this must be our 
turn now & we are “not at home” to all possible calls.  We are to come & go & do exactly as we 



please_  You feel the same I know Darling & so I won’t apologize for feeling selfish about this.  
Dearest you know that I should feel badly about taking you away from such a pleasant summer 
& couldnt do it but for the fact that I know that I shall make it far more happy for you_  I don’t 
feel any hesitancy about asking you to be my wife & share my little for if I did I should feel the 
thought belittling you that I am [ill.] nor stirred by the truest love.  I know Darling that you do 
not feel that you will be the least un happy because we begin in a small & quiet way & so I do 
not hesitate to say to give up this offer & keep the summer free for us_  In spite of all Mr Cohen 
may feel & say you could not be free if you entered upon this engagement.  It could not be 
possible even for us to be a great deal together unless I spend all that I have saved this year & 
that I don’t like to do.  It would cost me as much as you would make & so not be much of a 
saving and besides it would give us very much less of one another.  But more than this Darling I 
should not like the work for you.  It would not in spite of every thing we may say or think to the 
contrary be perfectly pleasant.  It would have to be somewhat confining.  If you were alone & 
by yourself it would be nice & I can see how it would attract you but I couldn’t want you to 
accept a position to make money for me & that is the way it looks to me & the way it really is.  I 
know that this does injustice of Mr. C. & that he don’t see it so but the money would cost us 
dearly by separating us in this time we have lived for in all this black winter.  My Darling I shall 
have a word to say to you about getting your wedding garments sometime but I can’t help 
warning you against any feeling that you have got to have a great lot of things.  Why not put off 
making these things until after we are married[?]  If we are married at the Christmas tide you 
will have lots of time until th during the hours I am away from you & if we are not married until 
summer then of course there will be time.  I don’t see why you aren’t good enough enough as 
you are & I should be proud to marry you in the clothes you have on at this moment.  I can’t see 
any real reason for your going to Mr. C. & I think Darling[,] with you[,] that we can’t give up our 
summer.  I don’t think that I should be tempted to give you up for the summer if you could 
make a thousand dollars by it.  I should much sooner if I felt that it would make you happier 
than to be with me but I know Darling that that cant be so I feel pretty sure that you had better 
adhere to the answer you gave Mr. C. & thank him for the offer which we both know is meant 
in the greatest kindness & only to help us but tell him that I cant spare you at all[,] that I must 
have you all to my self at Madison _  His offer is lovely Darling & I don’t misunderstand it a bit.  I 
know that it is meant in the greatest kindness & so put as not to offend your own sense of 
independence but it can’t be did.  We are two such silly geese that we don’t care for any thing 
but one another or[,] leaving the language of the cynic[,] we are two young people in the bliss 
of a first love[,] a complete love[,] a complete devotion to one another & to us there is nothing 
after this long separation but to be together.  That is all we want[,] the longing of eight long & 
weary months[,] & there is nothing else we want now except that & I wouldn’t give  it up for 
anything I can think of_  That is just where we stand.  We have gotten so wrapt up in one 
another that we can’t be happy apart any longer_  O Darling it is happiness untold to have your 
love & as I see more & more into you Darling[,] & there seems to be enough there to keep me 
busy finding more & more to love[,] I feel more & more what a fortune[,] what a treasure[,] I 
have in the heart of Effie Loag__  Mr. C. is kind & means well but we can’t let him help us in this 
manner.  Darling one thing more as to the California scheme & his helping me there[,] I think 
that is very kind & generous & that his help would be most valuable_  The folks would object to 
having me so far away but if I settled there they could follow.  I should accept a good position 



there you may depend & Mr. C. could be invaluable in securing it for me_  I feel confidence in 
him.  I am inclined to feel so & think you did just right in frankly answering all his questions.  
You love him the more for his interest in me.  I am afraid that will be your weak spot.  Do you 
love me so very fondly Darling?_  I must stop now but will add a little in the morning.   It is 11 
o’clock & my eyes pain me tonight.  I have had to work with a very strong poison today & it 
generally gives me a slight pain in the eye lid that goes away during the nights rest _  With a 
good night wish & a kiss for my Darling from 
         your own loving 
             Harry__ 
 
Thursday a.m.    9:45. 

My own sweet little girl__ I do love you o how much _   
Darling my own Darling as to the Stanford college I must confess ignorance.  I have 

heard nothing at all about it.  I should be willing to go there if it is a good place.  I should like to 
get a position at some school upon the pacific coast and if there were a promising position 
offered there Mr. Cohen would be a most valuable friend__  I am very anxious for some reasons 
to do work on the coast.  I won’t bother you now with the reasons but there are very many 
attractions to a zoologist there and only two [days?] ago Dr Jordon[,] the president of the 
Indiana State Univ_ and an eminent zoologist[,] was talking it up to me & I believe that if I tried 
to work the matter at all I could go this summer to the Gulf of California & collect & have every 
cent of my expenses paid by the United States Government.  But I don’t want to go there 
without you.  But if we could get a position there & settle then how lovely_  I have been 
watching the Univ[ersity] of California.  Dr Gilmore was there before he went to J.H.U. and I 
think that I could get in if a chance offered.  But this new school would be better if it is the right 
sort of a school.  Please let me know all that you know about it_  Don’t let Mr. C. get the idea 
that we refuse his offer from any motives of false pride & please Darling show him that I am 
grateful for the (I believe I spelled grateful wrongly somewhere back if I did please change it.  I 
can’t find it tho I have hunted) interest he shows in me & fully appreciate it.  We can’t think of 
being parted this summer My Darling.  It isn’t to be entertained_  The possibility that we shall 
be married at Christmas is too slight to make it worth while to pass the summer apart.  But 
even if we were to be married christmas do you think Darling that I would let you earn money 
so as to come to me with it[?]  Why my own precious Mr. C. certainly must have felt that he 
was trying to put off a specious argument upon us when he said that if we were to be married 
christmas he thought it the more reason for your going to him_  But Darling it is all right & I am 
not disturbed about the offer at all or feel that it is slighting to me in the least for I understand 
perfectly[,] feel perfectly satisfied[,] that it was only a veil[,] a cover to hide Mr Cohens real 
purpose which was to thro a pleasure in the way of my Darling & to give her a hand[,] a fatherly 
hand to help her along & I thank him for his wish tho I am not willing for you to accept his 
offer_  Darling I think a good deal now about our being married in the christmas holidays.  I 
don’t know just how I do feel about it.  Indeed my mind isn’t quite made up.  I feel that my 
selfish feeling makes me wish it dreadfully.  I want you & can never be very happy without you.  
But on the other hand it would be harder for you to begin with me then than in June there is no 
denying that.  It is possible[,] in fact it is a strong possibility.  We can’t decide it till the time 
when we are together.  Perhaps then we shall feel that it is best to marry & be happy_  How 



does your mother feel about it[?]  Does she ever mention any thing that would lead you to 
suppose that she contemplates it as a possible thing?  I think with Mr. C. that we shall feel 
better to begin no matter how low down so long as we are on a firm foundation at the place we 
decide to begin upon.  We can’t rush into it blindly but Darling we shouldn’t mind if we didn’t 
have much at first.  We would have books & music & each other & who cares of much else_  
We have more resources for happiness than many people who are worth a million and I don’t 
fear lest we should come to tire of each other & long for the recreations that cost money.  The 
more I think about it & the more strong the possibility seems the more anxious I become to 
have it come about.  It seems as tho the time spent apart that isn’t absolutely necessary is so 
much lost out of our lives[,] so much happiness that belongs to us__  But now we can only hope 
it & it don’t seem sure enough to ever justify a good honest hope_  But my own I do hope it so 
strongly __  Now I will have to stop & go to my work.  Take good care of your health my 
precious & get all the sleep you can.  O I shall take care of you by & by__  With love love love 
eternal fondest warmest deepest love ever for you my own Darling from 

Your own loving 
                    Harry__ 
 
 
    


