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My own Beloved Effie, 
         I received your letter this evening with the good news & was so glad to get it.  Darling I 
am glad that you did not write on Tuesday night but instead went to bed.  I knew that there was 
a good reason why I did not have the letter your promised.  Darling don’t get out of patience 
with me for being so weak & small but for a bit after the empty mail I can’t be quite straight.  
Indeed Love I can’t help it.  I ought to be stronger & I do get better after a bit but at first I am so 
very miserable.  It was better when I had written & when I got your dear dear letter this 
evening it was all right.  What is there to a sheet of paper that makes me want it so?  How is it 
that you have this power over me?  I don’t resist your control.  I don’t even want to.  It is too 
sweet to be thus in your power you sweet sorceress _  I have gotten quite suspicious now and 
find myself like a cowed dog expecting some new misfortune but unlike said canine powerless 
to dodge.  I wonder what it will be next?  Of course it will be something.  I suspect Mr. Schenck 
will be the next horror.  But let that go & let us be happy while the sun does shine & not fretting 
about any more storms.  O Love it seems so blissful to have a clear & hopeful sky once more.  
And it does seem hopeful now & this is a good time of year for convalescents & Dear Mamma 
will now mend & we shall be able to be happy again.  I am so glad Effie mine that Carrie has 
come to help you.  I felt sure some one would come to you if they only knew how you needed 
them.  Keep her Darling as long as you can.  Let her help you all she can & don’t let her go away 
till there is no use for her at all.  O Darling I knew she or one of the others would come.  I am so 
glad that mamma takes it as she does & not as you feared she might.  I felt that I was interfering 
but it seemed time to interfere and I wish it might have come sooner.  Your assurance that you 
are well don’t keep me from worrying because I know you too well.  I think that you have got to 
take care of yourself and spare all fatigue that you can_  I am so glad that you feel so well & am 
hopeful & Darling in spite of all the folly of it I do feel hopeful that now that here will be peace 
for all of us and freedom from this dreadful worry.  First of all I am very thankful for mammas 
improvement.  I was dreadfully anxious about her & when I received the announcement of the 
telegram I was upset for a moment I can tell you but that was all straightened out pretty quickly 
when once I found out what it said.  It did seem dark indeed my own & I was all ready to start 
for home on a moments notice for while I did not really feel hopeless I felt that the situation 
was a very critical one_  I am so very glad that the danger is now past & if Dear mamma realizes 
that any carelessness means its renewal surely we can trust her to be most careful.  Then 
Darling I am very thankful for your sake both because of the Dreadful mental agony you must 
have suffered & because I don’t want you to have such a strain on your physical system.  You 
stand a very great deal & have most wonderful powers of endurance.  I can’t understand it & 
couldn’t begin to stand as much as you do.  But it is not all without effect & I can’t help feeling 
dreadfully when there is so much put upon you_  I did not feel one complaining thought this 
time my Darling for you did what you had to do love & duty dictated your course & you were 
right in every thing you did.  I wouldn’t for anything have you do a thing less in such a time_  
What has Mamma done for you all these twenty five years ever since she bore you and how 
little can you ever do for her _  O Darling I should hate myself & you would hate me if you tho’t 
I indulged the least feeling about it except gratitude that you could do the little you have done 



_  And Darling I love her[,] your mother[,] & would do anything for her_  And last & least of all, I 
am thankful for myself.  It is a selfish feeling I know but Darling I do suffer so when things are so 
dark that I rejoice because I shall not have to suffer any more myself.  Is it wrong & base for me 
to feel so[?]  I don’t feel that I want to be happy if I can’t rejoice with you but I do feel that I 
want us both to be happy together & when things are well with you I am very happy & satisfied 
tho so far away from the treasure I love so much_ 
       (Sat. 6:30 a.m.)  So Darling there [is] great reason why I should be happy now & I am 
happy & if things stay as they are I can keep so.  I long for you Love & shall want you & it wont 
require any coaxing to get me away from here to you but I can work & be happy in what we 
have now.  I cant when there is so much to rend our very hearts.   
       I received the postmarks this time and judge from them & the others that a letter that 
leaves Lafayette after 8 a.m. will not reach you until the 2 p.m. mail delivery.  My letters I write 
now quite often in the mornings.  I should prefer to write after supper on many accounts but 
often I find that I can write a happier letter in the morning than I can at night & so give up some 
pf my time between 8 &10 for that purpose _  The mail in the morning goes over so very early 
that I can’t catch it.  Your letter mailed in some mail before the 2:30 collection got here in the 
morning.  It is the first one that has done so[,] the others generally bearing a later postmark.  I 
wish I could get my letter to you so as to greet you the first thing in the morning.  Do they 
please you.  O I wish you had time to write more about the subject.  I write on[,] or rather used 
to write on for of late there hasn’t been any thing but my sad feelings in my letters when you 
don’t write at all[,] about the things I do & see.  I feel that they don’t interest you some how & I 
get unwilling to put them in & risk their tiring you_  I thought that I had told you all about the 
arrangement here for next year.  I certainly meant to have & am very sorry that I failed to do 
so_  I told you that I meant to try & hold them to $1200 as my salary independent of Barnes 
motions but I found that I couldn’t do that & that $1000 & Barnes 200  would be all I could 
squeeze out of them[,] do all I could.  So the question was $1200 in the hand or the chance of 
much less else where with harder work.  Besides I shall have this room & $75 for the Dormitory 
with very many great conveniences for my work that I couldn’t have else where.  If we do not 
marry I shall have $400 or $500 ahead at the end of the year and I felt that I prefer to have you 
with me & give up the $400 or $500.  You certainly oughtn’t to cost me that much more for 6 
months but we will settle that in the future.  I accepted the offer of $1000 from the Univ[ersity] 
& $200 from Barnes and shall return here in the Fall.  I felt that it was best to do so Darling for 
positions that pay are hard to get & it may be some time before I shall be able to fall into the 
sort of thing that will be best for us & this is a better stepping stone than any thing not in this 
direct line of teaching work would be_  When you remember that the full professors get only 
$1600 & that I began on $600 you will see that to the trustees there seems reason to feel that I 
am done pretty well by.  They pay me this much because of my general ability & value as 
member of their faculty than for my teaching in itself for all they authorized last year was a 
cheap assistant to Barnes at $400 & that is honestly the utmost that they do need_  I should like 
more & shall grab the first good thing that comes along but mean while let us realize what is 
the fact[,] the really good thing that we have here now[,] & be very thankful_  I know Darling 
that you believe in the value of the service I can offer but learning to the average of mankind is 
like the pearl cast before swine.  It is valuable in itself but it isn’t desired by the swine_  There 
are places where my special studies can be made of account & will bring a good price but as a 



school master of the elements only there is so large a supply that I can’t look for much of a 
place.  I know that we could live here in great comfort & happiness on $1200 & I feel sure that 
the place would be a good one to hold until something much better came to me, far better than 
a position in a museum or as a collector some where.  I have gifts for teaching & managing men 
& I am in the place where I belong as a teacher.  Zoology is not the most lucrative thing to teach 
or the thing most in demand, but the outlook is good & in time better places will open.  They 
can’t be expected to open just when we want them for those who now hold them have a strong 
disinclination to die or otherwise leave them but they are removed by an alwise loss of nature 
in the course of time & then the younger men can step into them.  Then too younger men get a 
chance at the new schools that are opened from time to time.  So Darling we must not feel hard 
toward fate for my lowly means next year.  I had once thought that as soon as I could get my 
debts paid & some money laid up my next step was toward Europe.  I believe now that I could 
not be happy in Europe & the old plan has no attraction for me.  I want you & I shall not be able 
to settle down ever again until I have that great want satisfied.  What I shall do next year will be 
a great step toward that objective point.  I shall save $300 or so out of the meager pay I have 
this year so the position isn’t so dreadfully bad.  If you could be somewhere near or if you could 
have an easier lot I should feel much favored.  As it is I do feel so when I can think seriously but 
when I am so worried I am wild & about beside my self & I cant think seriously__  I don’t feel as 
though you quite understand the situation here & yet I have tried to set it plainly before you.  I 
will make it all clear when you can some time tell me the points that bother you.  Thus far you 
haven’t done that but only said hard names & that you hate the people & don’t see why they 
are so stingy without examining my statements about the matter & showing me where you 
take exception to their course.  I can’t help you to a clear understanding of the position for this 
reason but I guess I shall be able to do so when you can talk about things_    

Now I must stop & go for your letter.  I hope for one this morning but if I am 
disappointed I will try & not be miserable.  But I know that I shall be.  I can’t help myself.  Am I 
not a fool to be so very weak & to know I am so weak & yet be so helpless?  O Darling that is 
what your love has done to me.  I am very weak where that is concerned, I love you so much.  
My own with love & a fond kiss Your own loving Harry. 


