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My own Darling Effie 
        I received your letter on time this evening.  I looked for one this morning_  It is too bad 
about your writing and I feel sure that we shall be able to find some way to correct the evil 
when we can all talk together over the matter.  I am very unwilling that you should sit up so late 
to write and there is time during the day or early evening if people would only have a little 
thought & consideration.  I feel sure that it isn’t any real claim that takes you all day & all the 
evening day in & day out month after month.  At first I used to get wild over it.  Now I take it 
easier but I don’t see it yet.  I can’t see how it can be that you can’t be allowed any freedom 
when you are in the house_  I am not a bit blue about it now Darling & I see how you feel about 
it but it don’t seem to me[,] it never has & I suppose it never will seem[,] sensible that you 
should be so under the call of everyone who wants you & never to say no to any of them.  No 
one would make any objection if you went out every wh evening or if I came there & yet they 
won’t allow at all for your needing time just as much as tho I came there to claim it.  That is the 
thing I can’t get over at all & the thing that I regard as all wrong_ & that has got to be corrected 
next year for there is not a bit of sense in it.  You have your whole evening & much time during 
the day that is not filled with your music pupils.  Of course I don’t claim all of it or even a large 
share of it.  But I don’t think it at all extravagant for me to feel that I have a right to some of it.  
Of course I am writing now of the times when you are not filled up with outside cases as you 
have been of late.  While everything was smooth it was just this way.  Pardon me Darling for 
dragging it out again but you know the night that Miss Lee first came you felt that you must 
give her your whole evening.  Now that is wrong.  She has no right to demand that you 
entertain her.  She is at home & she isn’t company & if she were it is as much Jules duty as 
yours & she ought to have relieved you.  I don’t mention that case to find fault with it but only 
as an illustration for it is the feeling there that everyone in the house has a sort of right to you 
& I dispute that claim most fiercely.  They haven’t the right to use all your spare time & force 
you if you want to have any at all for me to lock yourself in the bath room or await the hour 
when it pleases them to go to bed.  I thought that the announcement of our engagement would 
clear up this trouble & it ought to & would if f you insisted upon it & at least so far as the 
people in the house are concerned.  Now I know that Mr Z. will want you to play cards & Mrs 
Ellis will want you to play with her & this one will want this thing & that one that thing & so if 
you don’t take a firm stand & say that you will or will not & there end it they will squander all 
your time.  I know just how it is & I know that they wouldn’t feel half so badly over your refusal 
as they pretend or you imagine.  Your mother is hard to manage about it but even she would 
cave I believe enough to let you have some time for me every day_  I have put it at eight hours 
a week.  That isn’t much.  It isn’t half the time I spend on my letters to you_  It does seem as tho 
folks ought to have candor enough to see these things in their true light & I feel quite sure that I 
can make your mother see it so next Summer.  Sundays especially you ought surely then to be 
able to be alone with me & yet even that day has got to be given up too.  Darling I am not 
writing in ill humor at all & if you could see me you would know that I am not_  Indeed Darling I 
know that the matter troubles you as much as it does me.  I am writing you Darling calmly 
lovingly just the things that I think over very often.  I know that the only healthy thing for us[,] 
for me at any rate[,] is to have you near me[,] if not with me all the time.  When that can’t be 



the next thing is to hear from you just as often as possible.  A letter every day[,] I felt very soon 
after we had parted[,] was really necessary to my being at all contented.  You cant judge me by 
others.  Some don’t seem to long for persons they love in their absence & every nature is 
different & has different needs, and my disposition is such that I am bound to want a thing I 
want very much & to be content with nothing else.  It is my nature to love strongly & to long 
awfully for you.  I can’t do a thing with that.  It has been the same ever since I left you & I 
suppose it will continue the same forever.  I found that I could[,] because I had to[,] get along 
on a letter every other day but in the few times when this failed I was in a dreadful state.  O 
that horror of the week when you were flying to & from New Orleans.  I don’t see how I ever 
went around & did my work at all then.  Nothing but the spur behind me kept me on the track 
then _  You know all this Darling.  I have written it over & over again & to you & you know[,] I 
believe you do know[,] how I actually need your letters & I know how it worries you to have to 
disappoint me.  We can’t change things now & it isn’t for much longer & next year I feel sure I 
can persuade your mother to a change.  One thing is sure.  I have got to write fewer letters or 
you have got to write oftener because I have got to have my letters answered & now I write so 
much that you can’t possibly answer them & many things that I hope you will touch upon are 
not attended to at all.  It isn’t that I want to pay you up.  That isn’t in my mind or heart a bit my 
own but I believe that it will be better for me if I can’t have daily letters to write as often only as 
you can find time to answer.  I hate to do that or feel so but I have been almost forced to the 
belief that it would be better.  I want you to have a letter every day & I believe it would be 
better so for us both.  We will talk this out not try to write it.  I have thought over it a good 
many times & I feel certain that the best thing for us both & a possible thing too & much easier 
for your mother & friends than giving you up to me for good to take you far away would be to 
let you alone longen enough to be with me enough to keep me quiet_  I didn’t intend to have 
writ[t]en all this when I thought what I should write you tonight.  I meant to have saved it until I 
got home and could make you see that there was no feeling of bitterness toward you in it.  You 
may be sure dearest that I shall come home at the earliest moment I can consistently with the 
contracts I am under.  I can’t understand you at all.  You feel the strongest obligation toward 
persons with whom you are only incidentally thrown & yet you write as though I might slight 
the duties I have engaged to perform with utter disregard to my promised.  Don’t you see how 
inconsistent it is for you to write thus “Indeed I wouldn’t rather have you stay till July than 
slight any thing.”  “I don’t want you to worry over any duty you owe to them.”  “It makes me 
mad to have you treated so.”  I know it is all because I can’t make you see how things are but if I 
promise to do a certain thing for a certain sum Darling surely I must do it or they would have a 
perfect right to withhold the money.  Vacation means so for the students only but the 
professors are always held until the work is done & rarely can go away on the very day.  It will 
be a favor if they let me go at on Thursday & it is not a right that I can demand of them.  All the 
students standing must be passed upon[,] every thing set straight & they will be having 
meetings all day Friday & Saturday.  Dr S. will I know excuse me but it isn’t required of him.  I 
am sorry that you will lose your head so about this thing for it will only make us have a harder 
time if things dont go as I feel sure they will.  Darling Love I know that you want me just as soon 
as possible.  I think Effie my own Love that you have had a very hard time thus far because of 
the way I behaved about telling you of my love & you are as sweet & kind & thoughtful for me 
as you can be.  I realize it all & how you have borne with me when I have been so miserable & 



hurt you so.  Darling you have been very charitable.  Please Darling be so a little longer _  I shall 
rush to you the very first moment I can do so.  There is no one in the whole world Darling I long 
to see as I do you.  O Effie my Love I do want to see you awfully.  I chafe at being tied here.  
Even when things are at best I long for you dreadfully _  Don’t Dearest say you will feel hurt & 
sore for you know Darling that I shall come just as soon as I can _ & if you are hurt & sore I must 
feel that I am the cause.  It is a financial obligation & as binding as any money contract & I must 
do or see done all I have agreed to.  I don’t think that there will be any trouble about it but if 
there should be I shall have to stay for I am personally responsible for the wellbeing of the 
dormitory and morally responsible for the thing & if the furniture etc isn’t all there I am morally 
bound to pay for the loss.  I go through it & tax the boys for what they break and if I can’t be 
sure it is thoroughly done I shall have to do it & stay to see the building empty & locked up __  
Now there the matter is Darling & I shall be at home on Friday at least[,] with my Love on Friday 
I doubt not.  I hope it & believe there isn’t any doubt of it but I can’t blame the people here if I 
am not, and you mustn’t feel so either.  O Darling how I do long for that meeting & to be able to 
talk to you.  You seem some how all the time now so at arms length.  I don’t feel as though you 
[ill.] able to quite get to me & I to get it to you.  I feel that after we have been together awhile it 
will be different & there will be a complete understanding of each other between us than there 
ever can be until that time.  Nine months is a long long time is it not dearest[,] nine long 
months before we could be together.  O it was too bad of me to behave so about our finding 
out our love but how much better than if it hadn’t come at all.  O I couldn’t give up the 
happiness of this year & the hard part won’t be so great a hard ship to remember as the sweet 
dear happy part will be a happiness to remember, My Darling _  There now Love I must leave 
you.  I will write about the rest of your letter tomorrow.  Now I must go to some reading _  O 
Darling how I do love you.  The time will come when a look or a kiss will be able to tell a 
thousand times more than a thousand letters.  How I long some times for one word of love[,] 
one caress from you.  It wouldn’t make the love more real but it would be such a happiness & I 
haven’t ever know it yet & want it so__   

Goodnight Darling with a heart of love & tenderness for my own Darling Effie from her 
own 
         loving Harry 
 

My Beloved Effie don’t feel that I have written an unpleasant letter.  I know Darling that 
it wouldn’t have seemed unpleasant if I could have said it & I didn’t feel unpleasant.  Don’t 
darling misunderstand me & feel hurt over this or think that I am complaining.  O Darling I do 
love you with all my heart & there isn’t room there for any feeling but the fondest tenderest 
love to dearest [ill.]. 


