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My darling Harry, 
        Well you see your bad penny has come back again.  I had a hard time with the letter I 
mailed to you this aft. and after all I didn’t have my talk out.  Isn’t it lovely that mamma didn’t 
object to my meeting you at Albany and that we can now point on that without its making any 
trouble?  We have learned to expect to have our plans interfered with, and tho’ I could not see 
any sense in objecting to this one, yet I was afraid that it wouldn’t be go thro’ as smoothly as 
we would like, and was afraid to tell the plan to mamma, but I am so glad I decided to do so, for 
I hate to keep things back, but I dont wonder that I felt as I did.  I had set my heart on it & felt 
that I must carry it out, and I was afraid to risk telling it so long beforehand, but it is all right and 
I feel so much better for having been frank, & so much better to know that we can do it without 
having any fuss or trouble.  
        Now I want to talk a little about the other plan for next Xmas.  I dont dare mention that 
to mamma now, and it isn’t worth while till we have talked it over together, for it isn’t worth wil 
while to worry her when it is so uncertain, and may not be tho’t of after we have talked it all 
over, and if we find it can be done, there will be time enough then for her to know it.  She 
imagines it is in the dim distant future.  I dont think she even dreams of its being next summer, 
let aloney this year, and I am afraid it will break her all up, & as Carries says, it will be very hard 
for her, because she will lose me (for a time at least,) while they cant lose anything, for you’d 
be away from home anyway, & your marriage wont make any difference.  They are very anxious 
to have it as soon as possible, & wont make any objections.  Of course we will want to have 
your debt to your father settled as soon as possible, & what Carrie said dont make that debt 
any less, and we wont feel any different about it, but it was very nice for her to feel as she did, 
for you know we tho’t that they were rather fierce about that, and I am glad that they feel so 
much better.  I am so happy to know that they feel as they do, and that all the first hardness 
has gone.  Your father has felt this way all along, and has been perfect, and as it was his money 
I felt that it would be wrong to worry over it because if he was satisfied that ought to be 
enough, but yet I did hate to feel that the others tho’t that I stood in the way of their having 
what they tho’t they ought to have.  I didn’t see how I was going to keep them out of it, and yet 
from what you said I imagined that this debt had something to do with their hard feelings.  I 
remember writing about it before Xmas, & that was one reason I urged your spending Xmas at 
Purdue.  I am so very happy to find that if they had any such feeling it has all gone, for I know 
that Carrie was in earnest about what she said and it made me very very happy.  I know that I 
have repeated that several time, but you cant imagine what a relief it was to me to have her 
talk as she did, and one happy couldn’t do the subject justice, and I had to say it again & again 
to make it strong enough.  I think that if we decide to marry during the Xmas vacation that we 
should carry out your last plan.  I have tho’t of it, but didn’t know whether it would be allowed.  
I meant to make that suggestion to you this summer, but tho’ I had tho’t it the best thing to do 
if they’d allow it, I tho’t I wouldn’t write about it.  Of course we could manage very nicely with 
the room you have now, and be very very comfortable, and we could make it look very pretty & 
homelike, and it is the thing we must do if we decide to hurry things.  I’d be perfectly satisfied 
to do it.  We could get along splendidly, and on very little, and I’d rather do that than anything 
else.  Why I think it goes far ahead of any other plan, and you needn’t try to find any better 



one.  I know we could get along, and be happy as possible.  It would be more convenient for 
you than Lafayette and I could see a great deal more of you.  If we were in Lafayette you’d have 
to leave el earlier and get home later, and perhaps some days you would not be able to come 
over in the middle of the day.  I dont believe you could do it at all.  It would take too much time, 
and you’d think it wouldn’t pay, and you’d stay and take dinner with Miss Weed, & then the 
people would have a fit.  Oh what idiots they must be.  I should think you’d enjoy it though.  It is 
kind of fun to have people make fools of themselves, and yet have conceit enough to think they 
are so very funny and smart.  Probably if we live at Purdue, (and we certainly will if we are 
married this year) they will say I wanted to be on hand to watch you and Miss Weed, for they 
wont want to give it up even after you are married.  They’ll think I’m afraid of Miss Weed and 
jealous of her, and that I want to be where I can have my eye on her.  That will make fun for us, 
and if they enjoy it so much the better.  I think it will be very nice to be near Miss Weed, for I 
expect to be very fond of her.  I know I’ll like her, and it will be lovely to have her so near, not 
for the sake of watching her but because I expect to enjoy her society.  Perhaps she wont like 
me tho’, and then she’ll wonder how you could fall in love with such a stupid uninteresting girl 
who wasn’t even pretty, freckled face & crooked teeth, and crooked nose and little nearsighted 
eyes, to say nothing of an “a mincing gait” caused by wearing french heels, but I hope she will 
like me, tho’ I’m sure I dont know why she should.  Well to go back and leave Miss Weed out of 
the plan.  She has nothing to do with our being at Purdue, tho’ I am sure we would both enjoy 
her society.  We could live cheaper than any other way and it would be a big thing to have the 
room for nothing, and only table board and washing for regular expenses.  Why it wouldn’t be 
such a risk if we could do it that way, for it wouldn’t cost much more for two, than it would for 
one, if you had to pay for your room, as you expected you’d have to do.  I guess we could live 
on less than one would believe, and yet be so very comfortable, far more so than we could be 
here for three or four times as much.  But we mustn’t do too much planning just now, tho’ it is 
hard to keep from it.  I guess we’ll talk and plan on the Albany boat.  Three weeks from 
tomorrow night we’ll take a trip that neither of us will ever forget.  Mamma improves every day 
and looks more like herself now than she has done for three months, & I am so thankful to have 
her well again.  Mr. Cohen has taken up mamma’s case and they will find, or rather they have 
found that tho’ she is so far away, and a woman, they had better not try any “funny business.”  
Mr. Cohen has settled them, and she & Lottie will get their proportion.  Mr. C. is just lovely & so 
are the rest of them.  Now I must stop.  You know I have been so bothered with my eyes, and I 
find that there is an epidemic, & of course I never miss anything like that.  I hadn’t heard any 
thing about it till Monday night when Mr. Zerfass said “I guess you’ve got the pink eye.”  I tho’t 
he was joking and didn’t pay any attention to it, tho’ my eyes were awful.  Yesterday Ada asked 
me what ailed them, and I said “I dont know.  They have been bothering me for a week or more 
and I cant imagine what ails them.”  She began to laugh, and I asked her if she tho’t it was 
funny.  She said “No, but I made a bet on it.  You know that it is sort of a epidemic of course.”  I 
said I didn’t and then she told me about Miss Schepper, and said she had it and suffered so she 
really became frightened & went to the doctor, for she didn’t know about this thing and tho’t it 
was something serious.  He told her about it, and said there was nothing to do for her, that it 
would wear off after a week or two[,] that it was contagious & nearly every one a great many 
had it.  As soon as Ada heard it she said “I bet any thing Effie Loag has got it.  She always gets 
everything,” and so of course she had to laugh when she saw me with my eyes all bunged up.  



            I had your Sunday’s letter ahead of time & haven’t had a letter today. 
            With more love than this can possibly carry ever your own 
                                 Effie. 


