
                                                                                                          No. 54 West 46th St. 
                                                                                                          N.Y. June 3rd 1885 
My own darling Harry, 

I wonder what luck I am to have with this letter.  I always count on having Wednesday, 
(after ten o’clock A.M.) to myself.  I dont know why I should count on it, for I seldom, I might 
almost say never get it.  Something always happens to interfere with the plans I make for that 
day.  Usually company comes.  It happens week after week, and yet I go on counting on having 
the whole day, for each week.  I think there must surely be a change, but it is the same thing 
over.  I suppose that today will be the rule & not the exception.  I hope it will be the exception, 
but there isn’t any good ground for believing that it will be.  Week after next my lessons are to 
be rearranged, and it will give me more time.  Mondays & Thursdays I’ll have enough to do, and 
then will be busy part of Wednesday morning from 9:15 to 11:45 or so, and the rest of the time 
I’ll be free.  I rec’d your letter last evening when I came home.  I wont talk about missing my 
train.  I dont approve of that subject, especially as it is the 3rd train I have missed in two weeks.  
It is pretty close work to get the train, but I usually manage it, but this it has been my bad luck 
lately, for I left the same time, but some times the cars are pokey and then I miss the boat, and 
then of course if I reach Orange later, I must stay later.  Now I must begin to answer your letter 
and write but the plans you speak of, while I have time, and then if I am obliged to cut this short 
I will be sure of that important part.  There were several reasons why I suggested our meeting 
on Saturday.  In the first place you seemed to think you might be obliged to wait for the 3 A.M. 
train.  Then you spoke several times abut seeing Albany, and wished that we could have time to 
see the sights.  Last, but not least, I tho’t it would give us a longer time alone.  We will want a 
long time to talk, and in this house I knew we’d be fated, & liable to constant interruptions, and 
I felt that at first we could not stand that.  We would not only gain a longer time to be alone, 
but we could spend Sunday together without its causing any hard feeling at Madison.  Dont you 
see if you reach there Albany Friday, & we come down that night, we’ll arrive in N.Y. on 
Saturday A.M. & they’d probably feel a little hurt if you didn’t go home that day.  I dont want 
any hard feelings about it, and yet I do want you over Sunday.  If you dont arrive in N.Y. till 
Sunday A.M. and leave Lafayette on Friday, that will all be straight, and they cant be hurt about 
it.  If you go out first thing on Monday A.M. when I go to give my lessons, we can go together on 
the 9:10 train as far as Orange.  It was rather a mean thing to lay such a plot, but I had all this in 
mind when I suggested that thing.  It seemed dreadful to postpone our meeting so long, but 
there seemed a good deal to be gained by it.  There was one very serious objection, but all 
things considered, it seemed to me that we could get more good out of it if we waited.  Of 
course 3 A.M. is a very awkward hour to take a train, but I almost doubted your being able to 
take the 4 P.M. train, and it would be a pretty tight squeeze to do it.  I tho’t perhaps the 3 A.M. 
would be less tiring, than the terrible rush, and hurry you would have, to get the afternoon 
train.  Forgive me for what seems like a plot against the folks at Madison.  I will admit that it is 
selfish of me to want to keep you over Sunday, but I cant help it.  I really tho’t you cared about 
seeing Albany.  I knew we wouldn’t care about the sights just at first, but tho’t in the afternoon 
we might come to enough enough to see a little of the place, & at least see the Capitol which is 
the main thing to be seen.  I didn’t care much about the sights, but I did care about the long 
time we’d have by ourselves.  But I’m awfully impatient to see you, and long so for the meeting 
that I hardly know how to give up Friday, if it is possible to meet you then, and if you have 



made your arrangements dont change them, for seeing Albany hadn’t a thing to do with my 
plan.  It was to be alone longer, and to be able to have you spend Sunday here.  I do think we 
ought to have that first Sunday together.  I can go to Albany on Friday morning either by the 
Central or West Shore.  It depends on what road you decide to take, for we can then come in at 
the same depot.  If you come by the West Shore I can leave N.Y. by that Road, at 9:30 A.M. due 
at Albany at 3:10 P.M. or the 10:30 A.M. which is due in Albany at 4:30 P.M.  There is also a 
train on the Central at 10:30 a.m. from here.  Your other plan, for meeting me on the boat, 
Friday night, is perfect, but I’m afraid it cant be done.  I never heard of that boat making any 
stops.  The Day Line stops at the principal points, and the Mary Powell leaves N.Y. at 3:15 P.M. 
and goes as far as Poughkeepsie, & makes a good many stops.  Then there is the Catskill 
Evening Line which leaves at 6 P.M. and stops at several places.  I tho’t the Pl People’s Line for 
Albany, and the Citizen’s Line for Troy make no stops on the way.  I never have seen any 
advertisement to that effect, and the time tables dont mention it.  The Troy boats dont even 
touch at Albany except on Sundays.  No other stop is mentioned, so I dont believe we can work 
that lovely plan.  But make the arrangements to suit yourself, and then let me know.  I’ll be 
satisfied with any plan you decide on.  I guess we’ll both be too anxious for the meeting, to put 
it off longer than is absolutely necessary, and if you say to meet you at Albany on Friday, I will 
be there, and can go on the train and will be perfectly happy.  Not a bit put out, or 
disappointed, because you dont quite like my plan.  It was only a suggestion, and I wasn’t set on 
it by any means.  I tho’t in the end it would do us more good, & yet the delay was not pleasant, 
but if you can take the boat at some place down the river that will be fine, tho’ it will be a delay 
even then.  Now you must settle this thing and let me know at once.  I am bound to be happy 
and satisfied whatever you decide on, and you mustn’t think my heart was set on that other 
scheme, for it wasn’t.           
                                                                                                            Wed. 7:30 P.M. 
Dearest Harry  
           I knew I’d be interrupted, and sure enough I was, so this cant go till nine o’clock but to 
make sure I of your getting it, I’ll mail it as soon as possible & write only a little more.  I rec’d 
your letter this afternoon, and want to tell you not to count on mamma, for she cant tell just 
what day she will come home, and she will stop over at Herkimer.  I had a letter from her today, 
and she says Aunt Jennie is coming home with her.  You and mamma couldn’t have any sort of 
satisfactory talk, and so it isn’t worth while to plan for her movements, tho’ I’ll write her your 
plans, & if their plan & yours happen [to] agree, you can come down together.  If it is Friday, I 
guess you’ll hit it.  I told mamma she must not breathe a word to them about my meeting you, 
for I knew it would be better for us to keep that quiet.  They’d be sure to have something to 
say.  And if we arrange for Friday they wont know about my meeting you at Albany.  Mamma 
will, but I’ll write her to be sure and not “give it away.”  They’ll stop at Herkimer and then we’ll 
have the Coast clear at Albany, and come down that night & reach N.Y. Sat. A.M. long before 
they do and then all will be well, and Aunt Jennie wont know a word about it, and I’ll explain 
why I’d rather she wouldn’t know it another time.  Since this thing has come up, I guess we had 
better set Friday night, tho’ do what you like.  I wont care so very much if she finds it out if we 
think we can get any extra pleasure by arriving home later.  But I am so very anxious to have 
you spend Sunday here.  You say you will promise to do that if I want you to, & I am so glad, 
(but I hope it can be managed without hurting the feelings of the Madison folks,), and if you will 



spend Sunday we’ll get lots of time alone in spite of every one.  But remember, that you are to 
make the plans about the meeting and I’ll agree to them, & you can count on me, and I’ll be 
perfectly de- satisfied with the plan you make. 
       Now I must stop, for I want this to reach you Friday P.M. without fail.  With endless love 
and the happiest anticipations 
              Ever your own loving  
                        Effie. 
                                                                                     
  


