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My Darling Darling Effie 
        I didn’t write yesterday[,] not because I was hurt or anything of that sort but because I 
was away all last evening & did not get home until late & was occupied all this morning but this 
letter I hope will be long enough to compensate_  I received yours of this morning & this 
evening on time & Darling there is nothing more to say.  I am wrong to worry you & I have 
made your lot harder by my complainings.  I ought not to write those things even if I do think 
them & I can’t help feeling them.  Never mind Darling I will try & be better.  I do try & do better 
but I can’t seem to help myself_  O Dear it must be better sometime.  Thill then why can’t I be 
more patient.  I do know that you try & I know that you do all that you can.  I don’t blame you 
for it.  I know you can’t do any better.  It won’t last forever.  It won’t continue after we are 
together.  I feel sure that your worry over Mr. S’s children will cease wearing you so & things 
must cheer up_  I have talked to Dr Smart & before that to Prof Goss who had my dormitory 
work last year.  Prof Goss promises to take my dormitory work & Dr. Smart promised me to 
make no objection to my departure as soon as my duties were over so Darling since I can 
provide for the whole thing I see now no reasons why I can’t get away on Thursday.  I couldn’t 
arrange this before & I didn’t dare to assure you that I could be in Albany on Friday afternoon 
but I now see no reason why four weeks from this moment I may not be with you.  They are 
good to me here.  The folks at Madison you know[,] except papa[,] are never content & Darling 
you have seen what he thinks about next year.  I did the best thing I could do as I thought.  I feel 
convinced now that it was a wise step that I took & you will not go back on me.  I know you 
won’t.  I plan as thoughtfully as I know how & I feel very sure that I have done the right thing.  
Dr Smart handed me ten dollars the other day for marking those state exam papers.  I resolved 
when I took them to turn over the money I got for that is yours as a present.  I should like to 
buy you something with it & give it to you in that form but I can’t get anything here & I haven’t 
been able to settle upon anything that I thought would please you most.  I have tried to think 
what it should be spent for but I feel that trinkets would be a waste of it & that if I should get 
you some gewgaws you would feel so too.  And so I have got a sort of little elephant upon my 
hands_  I have thought that the best thing might be to have your music bound for you.  I know 
that you have wanted that done & so I thought that that might please you as much as any thing 
I could do with so small a sum.  But of course I can’t do that for you without your own consent.  
So Darling will you let me have your music bound for you?  I could wait until I come home but if 
it is going to be done why wait a whole month & have the money idle?  So if I have your 
consent my love, drop a note to Willie Quernia and ask him to call & then you can talk with him 
about the style you want and so on & how to send them to him_  Put in all that you are ever 
going to want bound of those things you have at present and if it costs more than the X I want 
to know it for Darling you will give me the pleasure of doing the whole thing will you not?  I 
don’t know how much binding you want done.  If you haven’t ten dollars worth then spend the 
rest for some music that you have long thought you would like to have.  There Darling I don’t 
know how you will like me to do this but it will please me & if it pleases you it will please me a 
thousand times more_  As to binding I would suggest ½ roan cloth sides but use your own taste 
in regard to that.  Only I advise you not to have paper sides if you consent to this present in this 



form.  I enclose Will Quernias address.  I suppose that he is there still.  If he is not or you can’t 
don’t find him readily let me know at once ___ _____ 
     I haven’t written you about Miss Elders little party.  It was a great success & we had a 
capital time.  Dr Smart & his wife were there & a number of the profs & some others & we had 
a nice little social chat.  I stayed after all the others had gone & had a game of whist.  I didn’t 
like Miss Mame Elder any better.  There isn’t enough to her but you don’t care about them for 
you will probably never see them—  On Wednesday morning I was in the green house just after 
breakfast with them and th suddenly Prof Warder turned up & said that Dr Smart wanted me to 
go to Indianapolis on the 8:25 train.  It was just 20 minutes to eight then so I left the 
conservatory & repaired at once to my room with Warder[,] found out what he wanted and set 
him to work making my bed while I changed my suit & in about ten minutes I was en route.  I 
stopped a moment for the mail & got your card & telephoned Dr S & found out just what he 
wanted[,] then started out for L.  On the way I found a button on my coat loose so I stopped at 
Warders & got Mrs. W to sew it on.  (The last person who sewed a button on this coat was Effie 
Loag).  I met Dr S at the depot & we rode down together & I think that you would take back 
your poor opinion of him if you could understand what he thinks of me because I know that you 
would like anyone who thought well of me but I won’t tell you his conversation & the plans we 
talked over & the place I had in them because I am too modest.—  Indianapolis I found a very 
pretty little city & if I must live in Indiana I should like to live there_  The place has 75000 or 
100000 people and, it is very level but the streets are broad and there are some of them that 
have a good many trees & the houses are set back & have a good space around them and there 
are many styles so that Meridian Street is really a handsome street of residences tho it dont 
compare with much of New Haven & several other of our small eastern cities.  It is really a 
pretty town in many parts.  The place is very simply planned & with a map that I purchased as 
soon as I got there I had no trouble & put in the short time I had pretty well.  I went first to the 
Hotel & mailed your letter & mailed you a note & papas dear letter.  I felt sure that you would 
want that as soon as possible.  When I got done it was 11 oclock & I was to meet Dr Smart for 
dinner at 12:30 so I sallied out to see the sights.  I saw by bought my map that & after 
consulting it found the city laid out in squares with some diagonal avenues.  [Sketch of 
Indianapolis with letters indicating certain places that are noted in the text below.]  I soon 
found out the sights to be seen & took a car at the corner of Wash. & Meridian sts & rode out 
East on Washington St. to the Asylum for the Deaf & Dumb. On the way out [(]it was 18 minutes 
ride[)] we passed through the chief business street of the place & passed (at C) the court house.  
This is a handsome building[,] white marble renaissance style, something like the N.Y. P.O_ & 
after 5 or 6 blocks or squares from the circle[,] we got beyond the fine business houses & then 
the thing was pretty small & mean looking.  The blind asylum wasn’t anything but I wanted to 
go out there for there is a strong move to transfer Purdue from this place to a lot just south of 
this (P) or to the arsenal ground a little north.  I of course wanted to see these places.  I visited 
the arsenal (A) most.  This is a large enclosure with a few buildings in it.  It isn’t in the 
pleasantest quarter of the city but it isn’t much worse than any other place ¾ mile from the 
circle that I saw except straight out Meridian St.  I didn’t find any soldiers to dispute my 
entrance at the arsenal but there are some men quartered there.  It would be a fine place for 
the school & just beyond is a large area[,] Woodruff Place[,] where there are a lot of very nice 
houses & people[,] a sort of little Llewellyn Park__  I didn’t try to go into the buildings for I was 



very short of time and I could see all I wanted without.  Just back of the principal enclosure was 
a smaller one containing an earthwork.  I assumed it was the powder magazine & was kept 
from entering by the notice no ad. so I turned aside & meeting a matron asked if there was any 
thing in the powder magazine.  “Nothing but powder” she responded & I didn’t know who was 
the fool[,] she or I_  I was fortunate enough to meet a car just in time to get me back by a 
different way so as to give me a pretty good idea of the north east section of the city & I got to 
the hotel at 12:35 & found Dr. Smart & Dr. Irwin from Fort Wayne.  We had a good dinner & 
then we[,] Dr & I[,] started for the assemblage of Doctors.  My mission was to talk on the 
facilities Purdue can furnish a man boy who wants an education & intends to enter the medical 
profession but we found the program so full that they couldn’t give us but five minutes and as 
to talk that long would be only an aggravation and as the thing would look too much like an 
advertising scheme we decided not to talk so I had the rest of my time for seeing the city.  Dr S 
was busy at a meeting of the state board of Education of which he is a member.  I stayed 
through a couple of papers & then went out to do the rest of the city.  The meeting was held in 
a church upon one corner facing University Park (U)[,] Meridian and New York sts.[,] a beautiful 
open square[,] the only park I saw in the city.  I went through this & the whole length of 
Meridian St. then took horse car down Illinois St & rode south to the circle & transferred & rode 
on south to the End of Illinois St (5) & then back to the circle.  It was by that time four o’clock & 
I struck a theatre just as the matinee was over & saw all the pretty girls but don’t worry for 
most of them[,] no I wont say that[,] but many of the girls I found paint & powder & it seems 
much more a prevalent custom out here than at home to use all manner of artificial helps to 
the complexion as the women try to make more stunning effects than I was ever used to 
elsewhere.  I then visited the new state capitol which is in process of building & it promises to 
be a fine structure[,] indeed is now for the roof is on in some parts.  I wont attempt to describe 
it to you for I don’t quite understand the place [sketch indicating the Senate is the south 
section, the House in the north] but it seemed to be something like this[,] the front at 1 & with 
two long wings_  I presume it will have a rotunda & dome but the roof wasn’t on and they 
wouldn’t allow any one within.  I stayed there ½ hour I suppose[,] then at 5:10 left for home.  I 
felt that I had done Indianapolis thoroughly & seen every thing I could[,] any thing at all about 
[worth?] seeing.  I was very tired when I got home.  I read your letter which I found awaiting me 
& then went to bed at 10 pm.  I got home at eight but at 8:30 I went up to Miss Elders room to 
[ill.] her the paper I bought for her & some strawberries & to get some thing to eat for I knew 
that she had some cold chicken that the folks had brought.  I got to my room at 9:30[,] found 
Barnes here called over by a sudden errand.  We talked a few minutes & then I turned in.  I was 
pretty well used but I didn’t sleep straight through & woke at 5 in the morning still tired but 
broad awake & I knew that there was no sense in trying to sleep any more so I got up & wrote 
my letter to you.  Last night I went with Huston to supper & then we called at Prof Thompsons 
& then at Potters.  We had a pleasant time there & I got home at 11:30 & tumbled into bed at 
once.  Tonight I am going to bed early.  I awake at such unearthly hours that I don’t get sleep 
enough when I go late to bed.  I am anxious to hear what you think of Papas letter.  I thought it 
was very nice.  Carrie has changed her mind about the calligraph for the whole family have 
never failed to pronounce it the most tremendous improvement upon my hand writing but it is 
the privilege of woman to change her mind_  Good night Dearest with fondest love 
          Your own Harry 


