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My darling Effie 
       I wrote a letter last night as I promised but I tore it up & determined to write again this 
morning.  I don’t know what is getting into me but I can’t seem to write at all anymore.  The 
letter last night didn’t suit me so I let it go_  Yours yesterday morning did me a great deal of 
good for it showed me how well disposed my folks are toward you and that is more than I could 
count on before so strongly_  I fancy that the out come of the plan of our being married in 
December will be that we shall determine it to be unwise.  I shall not urge it against your 
opposition and we shall never be able to count on our having health.  Any move we make must 
depend upon that.  I could not hope to support us if I were paralyzed & I couldn’t move or were 
ill with some disease for a long time.  I couldnt support us during that time and I do suppose 
that we ought not to begin until I can lay up enough to tide us over a hard year of that sort.  But 
the chance of such a thing is very slight.  Ought we to put so much upon that chance.  There is 
no reasonable expectation of sickness_  I expect that the outcome will be that we shall 
determine not to marry & then stick things through alone as best we may _  Don’t feel Effie that 
I do not understand your position or that I feel any thing like discontent with you about it.  I do 
not & if when we have talked the matter over you say wait then wait it is & I shant try to make 
you alter the decision or to hurry you one day_  I know that you would think it unfair for me to 
tease you to alter your decision.  I know that is wouldn’t be unfair for me to do so for you 
would hate to refuse me & yet you wouldn’t dare to take this step if you felt that it was rash & 
imprudent.  There you will see me try to stand.  I shall try & not influence your decision after I 
have put you in possession of the facts.  This step is the last step we share ever take 
independently in our relations with each other.  You must see this from your own standpoint.  It 
would be wrong for you to marry then or at all if it did not make for your greatest happiness & 
the same is true of me.  After the marriage we are a unit & act & think & feel as a unit & there 
must & can never be any division but before we determine to unite & when we have got to 
consider the whole thing from a selfish standpoint & I must not attempt to work upon your 
feelings while you are deciding.  Hard as was the avowal or I mean the manner of it I am glad 
that I can feel that in telling me your love & more in falling into love too you were not excited 
by the knowledge & strength of mine.  I wish the avowal had come sooner & after it we had had 
a time alone when we could have opened our hearts to each other but I am glad that the 
avowal did not find you a mere friend & not as I[,] a warm lover.  So here I shall not influence 
you or try to tease you to follow my inclination but I will promise to acquiesce in what you think 
best. 
        I am so very glad that the folks at Madison are so cordial & so kind.  I felt that they were 
very hard at first[,] all except papa.  Even Mag seemed to have gone back on me_  I think that 
the surprise was the first cause of their acting so.  I cannot believe that Sue & Mamma thought 
of my marrying anyone or planned any one for me.  Certainly there wasn’t anyone that they 
could have selected with any ground at all for hoping in it except Belle and I don’t think that 
they would have liked that even supposing I had felt the proper feeling for Belle which I did not.  
I liked & admired her but I didn’t want to marry her for a variety of reasons[,] chiefly because I 
didn’t love her & did love you during all my knowledge of Belle _  I don’t believe they ever 
wanted that.  I think they may have had some ideal girl in mind unlike you & the losing of that 



ideal girl & the fact that they hadn’t scented this out made them a trifle wild at the start.  I 
don’t lay it up heavily against them for they act so on impulse without regard to the feelings of 
others often.  That is a Heddenberg trait.  I have it some for I am very impulsive but I control it 
when anything is at stake & think first.  They hurt us awfully.  Sues letter was cruel to write to 
me and it just cut me all up.  I ought not have shown it to you & yet I felt then that it would be 
better for you to know it all & so help me to meet them & win them around.  I guess they would 
have come around any how in time & so you would have been spared that letter.  It was like a 
poison and if I could be stung at those points[,] if I had not faced them & armed myself there 
long before the letter came[,] long before the avowal was made[,] that poison might have 
entered & done mischief but I had looked at everything Sue said long before and I wasn’t 
impressed[,] only maddened at Sue.  You are not as learned as Carrie Rice but you are as 
intelligent but we won’t go over that now_   And we shall never allude to it to Sue unless it can 
be done so as to be helpful to all hands.  It had better be buried & forgotten for I do not think 
that Sue realized what pain she was inflicting when she wrote that letter.  It did make me wild 
at the time & I shall never forget I am afraid what it made me suffer.  We shall be very 
circumspect this summer & not offend them & I shall not let them feel de trop & I think you will 
succeed here even better than I for you can control your feelings better than I can.  But there is 
no reason why they need feel de trop for they will not be so & it will be a great pleasure for us 
to be all together.   

I am so glad that they realize that we shall want to be together all the time.  I think that I 
will go home at once after seeing you to see them & stay a few days.  Go home on Saturday 
night & stay into the following week sometime if we are able to have a long time alone on 
Friday night.  Then I will come down to N.Y. to stay till July[,] going home on Saturday perhaps & 
staying till Monday each week_  We will work all that out when we are able to talk but I want 
them to see a good deal of me alone at first.  It will be better & I want to go to them just as 
soon as possible.  They have felt very jealous always over my visits to you & thought I devoted 
their time to you & they went for me dreadfully last summer when I had hurried home to them 
from Beaufort and said that I was no end a mean & selfish man & so on.  O they call awfully 
hard names some times.  It is three weeks from today that I start for home.  I suppose that 
nothing can turn up to prevent my starting out Thursday afternoon.  Dont put off too long 
hunting up about the arrangements you can make.  Remember that you must allow a week for 
a letter to get to me & be answered to be quite safe & when you get this there wont be so very 
much more than two weeks. 
      Their offer about helping you with the dressmaking & so on was lovely & shows that 
there is not any hostility at all on the part of the folks.  If we decide to be married in the 
summer may be you can put off the dressmaking until I get home & then I can help too.  I can 
thread the larger sizes of needles quite skillfully _ and I feel sure I might be useful in many 
ways__  I do appreciate that & am very glad of it too for it will be a great help to you in many 
ways & there is no good chance to do this sort of thing at your house.  It will[,] as Carrie says[,] 
be a sort of picnic.  I wonder what I am to give you for a wedding present.  I don’t even know if 
it is the proper thing for me to give a wedding present.  How about that.  If it is I must begin to 
cogitate about it.  Let me know the custom of the Beau Monde on this at once.  I feel as though 
I wanted to give one and yet I don’t want to outrage all laws of social decency if it is not the 
proper thing. 



          I did think you were displeased because I accepted the terms the Purdue folks offered 
from a variety of things.  You said that you felt with Carrie & the others at home except papa 
that it was not money enough & you returned Papas letter when he who is the only who has 
written me hopefully & comfortingly about my prospects here without writing a single word 
about the very thing I sent the letter to have you read.  Of course you can’t blame the Purdue 
people for their offer.  They can offer anything the[y] please.  I am the one you blame for I am 
not bound to accept their offer.  If I consider their offer & think that I can do better here on that 
than elsewhere & I did consider it very carefully & had everything to urge me to leave here (you 
can’t know anything about what it is to be off here so far away from you & have you in such a 
position.  I have been in agony most of the time since christmas that makes me [ill.] to ever risk 
another such trial) & yet it seemed to me best to accept their offer.  Even if I had felt that they 
were jewing me, it could make but little difference so far as the contract was concerned but of 
course if I believed that I should have no dealings at all with them.  But I felt that they were 
honest & were offering all they could & further I felt that I should be doing a good thing for 
myself & a better thing than I should do anywhere else next year all things considered.  Barnes 
work isn’t heavy & I have an assistant as I have told you to take the heaviest part of it.  I don’t 
get a fair compensation for that but when I want to go away it will be the same for me & he will 
take my classes__  You don’t understand & I can’t make it clearer_  I did think that you did not 
approve my course.  In fact I thought you meant to say so when you wrote that you felt as 
Carrie did & the rest about it.  If it is not so & you do believe that I meant to do the best thing 
for us then I feel better but it did not look so I will confess & I think you did not feel pleased or 
satisfied with the arrangement I had made.  Of course as I was the responsible party it 
amounted to your being displeased with me & that is the way I looked at it.  When I get home 
perhaps I can make you understand this but until then I have got to be content to leave it 
alone_  I am not going to write you what Dr. Smart said.  I had rather wait & tell it to you.  I 
reported one long conversation[,] the one in which we talked over my qualifications & so on.  
You never wrote a word about that so that I could straighten you out if you had misunderstood 
me & you failed entirely to understand me or you could not have gotten the view that the 
trustees were trying to impose on me.  When I was blue & discouraged I had written that I felt 
down on the folks here but then I despaired of getting $1200 out of them.  nw When I found 
out how the matter really stood I wrote you all about it   I did not make it clear[,] that is the 
trouble[,] but I can’t make it clear if I didn’t then & I had rather leave it until we can talk it out.  I 
am beginning to feel that letters are better but only a little better than no communication at all.  
I don’t know what has gotten into me.  I feel that my letters have grown stupider & stupider of 
late & yet I cant seem to find things that will interest you or rather I can’t tell anything about 
whether they interest you or not.  I guess I have written about all kinds of letters & this summer 
we will discuss them & see which kind you like best.  It will be soon to[o] & I am so glad for 
these last days of waiting are so hard. 
      I am so glad of the cheering news of your mother.  I do hope that now we are out of the 
woods & that things will keep straight & pleasant.  I did of course notice what you had said 
about the claim against Cousin Gus being outlawed & of course I was angry over it but other 
things prevented my writing about it.  I do not understand this thing about your eyes.  Wont 
you please go to Madison on Friday night & then go up on Saturday & see Dr. Uebelacher?  I 
should like to have him see to them at once & he has done you most good in that direction.  I 



shall be very much pleased if you will do this at once.  If there is anything the matter it ought to 
be rectified at once & it will only grow worse & when the hay fever comes may cause you great 
pain as well as the loss of the use of them for a time.  Do see to this please right away & don’t 
let it run along thinking it don’t amount to any thing.  You don’t tell me anything about it.  I 
haven’t the least idea when the trouble comes to them.  I must stop now.  I am so impatient for 
the end of my exile.  I had better not try to write when I am too homesick as I am now a good 
deal so don’t think I love you less if my letters are irregular for I love you with all my heart & 
shall forever. 
       Your own loving 
              Harry __ 
 
My own Beloved Little girl: 
      I am afraid that you will feel after reading this letter that I am blue & unhappy over 
some thing.  I am not.  Things look better & more cheerful than they have for a long time.  I am 
getting so full of longing for you that I can’t be very happy with it in me but there is nothing 
else.  I approve of your view about our marrying at christmas.  You are right to weigh it most 
carefully & I approve your conduct about it.  We will be cool & we will go slow & do what we 
believe to be best.  The summer will help us if we decide to wait another year.  We can never 
have as little comfort from letters as we have had from them thus far.  They have been a help & 
comfort but they haven’t been what we shall be able to make them after we have been 
together & gotten used to each other[,] not as cousins but as lovers.  Of course we have made a 
start at that already even at this distance & yet I feel that I don’t know after all this time as 
much as I can find out in a short time with you.  O how fondly I love you my hearts own Darling 
_  I know that you don’t understand how things are here & that is why you have felt so about it 
but that too will all clear up in a short time.  Don’t feel that I blame you for not taking in the 
situation.  It is my fault for all you know you have learned from me.  I tried to put it all clearly__  
Don’t feel hurt because I think you didn’t understand it all.   
     I told you several days ago that I would send you the picture of Warders house.  I fixed it 
upon Sunday as it is now but it didn’t suit me & I determined to copy it & improve it but I 
haven’t had the time & don’t seem to get the time to do it so I will send it as it is_  It shows the 
house well enough for you to understand it I guess but I don’t like the work on the side walk.  
The perspective isn’t quite right and the walk in consequence don’t look quite level.  The roof of 
the porch under which is the front door isn’t quite high enough.  How can I leave you My Effie & 
yet I must leave you.  I do love you Effie with my whole heart.  What more can I say[?]  You 
know it for you feel the same.  I need not try to write it.  I should only fail __  
      With deepest fondest tenderest love for my own sweetheart from her loving loving 
                 Harry 


