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My Darling Effie 
      I guess it is a good thing for me that I am pretty busy just at present.  I am very busy for I 
am putting all my students through a course in the Embryology of the chick and to get up my 
information for lectures[,] to get ready all the material for the students to use & to work out 
plans to direct them takes about all my time & has for some weeks back.  I am very fond of the 
subject however & so it isn’t what it would be if I didn’t find it interesting.  I suppose that 
having to do it I get up some interest in it like the interest I felt when I studied it first three 
years ago.  The sections look very pretty.  They are stained carmine & they are so orderly in 
their arrangement that all the visitors admire them greatly.  Speaking of visitors reminds me.  
Yesterday Dr Smart invited the Womans Foreign Missionary Society convention assembled in 
Lafayette to pay us a visit & he agreed to furnish the vehicles.  They accepted the invitation & as 
there were about one hundred & seventy five of them it made quite a flood as it were.  They 
fairly swarmed through the place[,] up stairs & down stairs & in my ladies chamber but they 
didn’t find a one legged man there who wouldn’t say his prayers either__  I elucidated to 
several score of them the wonders of a fresh egg & they saw for themselves the little chicks in 
all stages & they went to the green house & the shop & so one & so on & had a general good 
time & we hope carried away the notion that Purdue University is a famous institution & that 
they had better invite the heathens they know about in the obscure corners of the state to send 
their boys here to learn all about [ill.] hydrogen gas[,] the jig saw & the origin of the notochord.   
       I suppose that I am too late to point out the excellent article in the June Harpers on the 
Watts Collection.  I was strongly impressed by the Frontispiece which is Paolo & Francesca.  
Even in the engraving one can see that it is a powerful work of the imagination & shows as the 
writer says the enduring power of love.  Paolo’s face is joyless as he says but there seems to me 
in her attitude & in her face the traces of love after all his remark to the contrary.  It may be 
that the engraving does not truly render the original.  His attitude is splendid.  The motion is 
perfect.  One can almost feel them swirled along through the air.  Certainly if this be a sample 
the claim made for these pictures that they show more study than any pictures are wont to 
show is a just one.  Mag described to me Love & Death.  I do hope the pictures will still be there 
when I get home for I am very anxious to see them.  Of course you have seen the new part of 
Groves Dictionary just out.  I haven’t but we don’t get such luxuries out here.  I enclose a review 
of it from the Post.  I feel pretty sure that the other part will follow pretty soon or I should get 
this now.  If the other part comes out it would be better to wait & get both & have the whole 
thing complete in MacMillans binding.  I enclose also a couple of other clippings.  Save the one 
on Hiller & the one on Groves Dict.  I don’t care anything about the other one.  I received your 
dear mothers letter today.  She spoke of me so kindly & wrote me that now I must feel that I 
had two homes.  Was it not kind of her to write so_  She said that I must be beginning to think 
about coming home_  Well she is just about right[,] only I am not beginning now.  I have been 
thinking about it ever since last September.  I think about it every day & have ever since I left 
home & I am getting pretty homesick_  Miss Weed told me the other day that Dr Smart had 



told her that he might want to make such a change here next year[,] that he couldn’t give her 
good pay enough to make it worth her while to stay here.  He was pleased & satisfied with her 
but he wants to have someone who can teach french & German & then employ some one to do 
her work for less money which he could do but not get one who would run the girls dormitory 
at the same time.  She doesn’t know yet what the result will be but Dr Smart is working for a 
position for her in the high school at Indianapolis if she leaves here.  I shall be very sorry if she 
goes for she has been a great deal of company for me through this dreary year & I don’t like to 
think of being so much alone here next year as I should if she goes.  She is more a companion 
for me here than Miss Elder tho I like Miss E very much & I should be pretty lonely without her.  
I hope she won’t go & she says that she would prefer to stay one year more because she 
objects to leaving a place after only one year for it looks so much as if she hadn’t given 
satisfaction.  At present the matter is undecided.  She is writing to look up some places here & 
there & will be ready to go if necessary.  I haven’t much clue to her private history.  She has 
never told me any & I never ask questions or invite any confidence on principle.  I should like to 
know her story for I know she has got one to tell if she wanted to tell it.  I have put a number of 
things together & imagine I have a sort of idea but it may all be wrong__  Only two weeks more 
of school after this & tomorrow is Friday.  I am glad enough of it I can tell you for I am heartsick 
& heart hungry & want to get home to you.  I don’t feel that the year has tired me out.  If I were 
not in love & [ill.] I could go away & work at the seashore all summer & not feel the worse but 
rather the better for it.  I am not mentally tired but I am spiritually played out.  It has been too 
long a pull & the race too weary & I feel kind of all gone to pieces.  I don’t know just how.  I 
can’t tell you any thing about it.  I don’t understand it my self[,] only I feel kind of forlorn & as if 
I wanted some thing & kept on wanting it but couldn’t get it.  There I had better not write any 
more about this thing.  I am trying to keep it down & the only way is not think about[,] so good 
night my dearest with a heart full of love &  

longing for my Effie 
           your own loving 
                Harry___ 
 
                        Friday 8:30 am. 

My darling I received your letter this morning and as soon as they declare the summer 
time table upon the Wabash R.R.[,] the one I use[,] I will write you_  The 4 PM train is their 
winter arrangement and they did not know what their summer time would be.  Perhaps[,] 
indeed probably[,] it will be better than the winter time but I think they mean to have the train 
connect with that boat for they sell through tickets from here to New York City[,] good from 
Albany by either the Central or the Peoples line.  I am glad Mamma did not object & that she 
preferred the Albany scheme for it will give us to each other so much the sooner & O Effie 
Darling Darling I feel as tho I couldn’t stand one moment longer than is absolutely necessary_  I 
will look up this matter tonight today & write more about it tonight.  I am pressed for time now.  
Goodbye Darling with deepest fondest love always for my Darling 
           from your loving 
                Harry. 


