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My dear dear darling Effie 
    I received the rest of your letter this evening & was so glad to get it.  The letters are my 
only cure for homesickness.  I call it homesickness, but it is love sickness.  I am fairly sick for 
you.  I want you so for I love you so much & how can I help longing for one I love so very very 
much. 
         I can’t do everything so I am going to cut the organ recital over in L[afayette]. & spend 
the time on a letter to my Darling_  Till yesterday I couldn’t get the time to write & the letter I 
wrote yesterday contained a great deal that would have [dis]pleased you I know but I was so 
lonely & homesick that I couldn’t keep it out of the letter so I determined not to send it but to 
write the good part tonight.  Poor girl you havent had a letter to amount to anything since 
Saturday & I know that seems a long time now don’t it Darling?  Don’t be bashful.  There is no 
harm in your owning that you felt Monday & Tuesday & yesterday that you did want a letter.  I 
didn’t do it on purpose.  I couldn’t help it & you have no idea how very busy I have been & still 
am_  But I don’t feel as though I can leave you any longer & am going to do a little now & try & 
partly make amends_  As to you telegraphing in case you can’t make Albany so that I can come 
straight ahead on Friday night that is a wise provision & I think you had better address a 
telegram to me to be held at Utica till called for.  I shall be due at Utica at 2 PM or so and you 
can send by noon or so & that will give us ample time _  I don’t think it will be worth while to 
send to the other places.  We dont make much of a stop at Utica but if the Telegram is at the 
Utica depot telegraph office I guess I shall be all safe.  I am not sure but the best thing will be to 
have the telegram sent to Albany instead of Utica for I shall not have any baggage worth 
mentioning & it wouldn’t be much bother if you were not there & I had to reembark.  I shall 
however call for one at Utica.  I don’t anticipate any trouble & hope that I shall find you at 
Albany on Friday one week & a few days more from this Monday evening.  I think that the 
Friday night boat will be the best plan & hope you will decide on that but mind Darling I am 
willing to defer to your wish if you say wait.  It is utterly absurd for you to imagine that I have 
any objection to the plan.  I believe you wrote that on purpose to get up another 
misunderstanding.  You said you used to enjoy them so much.  Have you been following that 
policy all winter & is that the key to all our trouble?  I don’t believe it can be_  I sent you a copy 
of the bogus program_ & promised to tell you some thing about it.  It is fearfully complicated & 
I wont try to tell you all or anything like all of the affair but I can tell you some I guess__  On 
Thursday night I had just gotten asleep when I heard some one call _ “Osborn wake up.”  I got 
up & ran to the window which was wide open & called “Hallo!  What is it.”  “Let me in.”  I went 
to the hall door[,] opened it[,] having of course convinced myself that the visitor was a male 
man & it was proper to receive him in my attire when in walked Craig_  “There is a bogus out.” 
“Have you seen it.[?]  Is it bad.”  “I have just seen it & that is all Pusillanimous Diddles Creager 
Pretty Darn Conceited.  I have got the whole thing.  Two men with rubber coats & umbrellas 
came up the walk distributing and just as they got up to the dormitory lights in Moors the South 
End corner room fourth floor went out.”   
         “Moor & Lilly – By Jove I wouldnt have thought it of those fellows.” 
         “You can go then.  Spot the fellows.  Prove it on them by the wet coats & haul the room 
& get the whole batch.” 



         “All right but are we sure it was them.” 
         “I haven’t a doubt of it.”  While this conversation was taking place your attached Henry 
was making some slight alterations in his costume preparatory to wandering out into the rain 
and  revolving in his own mind the propriety of raiding the rooms of Moor & Lilly[,] two of  the 
best men in school & moreover men who always sit up late any how.  It was now 12:30 or there 
abouts & he emerged from the house to meet Craig__  A conversation ensued with the result 
that we determined not to raid those rooms but wait until morning & watch them closely_  The 
very night before we had put on a watchman to spend the night in patrolling the grounds and 
making sure that all was quiet along the Potomac.  He had seen two men in rubber coats come 
to the building & then go away.  He had surprised them & followed them home and until he had 
assured him self that they went to the city & meanwhile Craig had satisfied himself that they 
were the same who had brought the programmes on the grounds & gone into the dormitory 
with them.  So That happened before I was called.  They had tried to get me up before but I 
slept too soundly to be waked.  This relieved Moor & Lilly of quite so much suspicion and we 
determined to “go slow.”  About the time the watchman saw these two men go to the city the 
two students came over from the city[,] met him and came on up to the dormitory & went to 
bed.  We observed this & saw them later.  I now made a tour of discovery through my 
dormitory.  I found lots of programmes about the walks & found a big lot of them on the floor 
of the first floor hall _  I crept quietly up the first flight but could see none on the second floor.  
I didn’t then venture further for I was afraid I should scare the perpetrators who might be 
awake & on the watch.  I scooped in all there were that I saw & then we met for a conversation.  
I advised waiting a bit & then just before light going through the halls of building & getting 
them all in & gathering up all that were about the grounds & everywhere.  We did that but 
didn’t find one in the upper floors.  This we thought strange.  It was perfectly dark there. 
 
 
 
 


