
                                                                                                       Purdue Sept 22 [18]85 
My own Effie Darling Darling Darling 
      I received your letter in the evening mail & O how glad I was to get it.  These daily letters 
are a great comfort & you write so very much better now.  I understand fully how you used to 
feel last year & how I was asking of you the impossible.  Now you are doing what I want.  You 
are letting me see more what is in your dear heart.  You are quite right Darling.  We shall always 
gain and not lose at all by telling anything that troubles or worries us & we mustn’t hesitate to 
do so even if we think it may seem nonsensical for it won’t seem so at all.  Nothing can be 
nonsensical that concerns us so closely.  We shall always want to know if there is the least 
trouble so that we can set it straight.  At least I shall Ө and you I know feel just the same about 
it.  Oh you dear girl[,] we do know each other so much better than we did or could before the 
blessed summer[,] the blessed happy summer.  It seems as if our engagement first began then 
almost.  No it didn’t either for I felt different toward you from the moment I knew that you 
loved me _ and Darling I know that you did too.  I am so sorry that the last part of our 
separation became so hard & I am afraid that I am the one to blame for it & it is only that you 
were so lovely & forbearing & didn’t get angry & give it all up that we didn’t have serious 
trouble for I did make you suffer by my complaints & yet you loved me with all your heart & 
believed that I loved you with all my heart and waited until the summer should straighten us all 
out and it did straighten us out & Oh how much better we are prepared to face this year than 
we were to face last year.  Your letter today is so tender & loving.  Oh Effie they are better[,] so 
much better[,] & they do help me so.  You won’t feel afraid anymore[,] will you Sweetheart[,] to 
tell me anything, even if it seems trivial.  I like to hear all about Fritz and you mustn’t hesitate to 
tell me that & all the rest & I will promise you Darling that I will be as minute in the things tho I 
may not describe them as fully as you for to do so is not as natural to me as to you.  O you Dear 
Girl[,] how I wish I might be with you a little while.  How I wish we could have that ten minutes 
we lost at Wiehawken_  Thank you Darling Effie for watching for the news of Lee’s arrival.  He 
must be there by this time but I have no notice at all about it.  I feel pretty sure he must be 
there all safe & don’t feel any particular anxiety but should be glad to receive news.  I haven’t 
had any newspaper since my post stopped Sept 6th but it has been renewed now & I shall soon 
begin again.  I haven’t worried a great deal however or cared_  Today has been my busy day & I 
have had an unusually busy time for one of the boys came to me this morning at breakfast 
time[,] Lloyd by name[,] & asked me to come to his room right after breakfast.  I went & found 
that his bed had been unmade[,] the matress & covers been spread about the room.  Generally 
this is a species of hazing that we try to keep out_  This room is on the first floor & there are 
three other rooms on the first floor in my end & I have had very secure fastenings put on all the 
windows since.  This Lloyd was absent visiting the city without permission which is against the 
rules so I had him pretty fast.  I didn’t make any threats & don’t believe in saying what I propose 
to do but any further disorder on Lloyds part will make it seem pretty evident that he is not a fit 
person to room in the dormitory & he will “git.”  I don’t think I am going to have much trouble 
from the Dormitory.  I shant have a great deal for I shan’t bother enough to have a great deal of 
trouble.  I will do all I can to make things comfortable for the boys & I shan’t go any farther or 
not a great deal farther.  My sophomores are struggling hard with Vorticella and cant seem to 
do much with it.  That seems so strange for they are drilled all last year under Barnes to use the 
microscope & see impossible things.  I feel pretty sure however that they will work up all right.  



The worst trouble is that they expect to see everything at once and wont have any patience at 
all.  Now these living animals are very active & jerk about so quickly & keep it up so long that 
often one can watch a couple of hours & not see a thing & these children get discouraged if 
they dont see it all in five minutes.  I don’t believe there is anything so hard as to run a class just 
beginning to study microscopic animals.  Plants will keep still[,] at least as a rule[,] but animals 
are in the jump all the time if they are studied living & many if you kill them assume such 
distorted shapes that a student is lost directly he tackles it.  I often wish for teaching purposes 
Biology was like chemistry.  There you have an exact result which the student can weigh or 
measure but in zoology absolute precision while possible is so difficult to obtain & there is so 
much leeway for individual variation that the student is put into the greatest perplexity_  I 
never suffered as most seem to for it seems to me that I hadn’t any trouble in seeing the point 
at once while the students I have many of them cant seem to catch on at all.  It don’t seem as if 
there was but one real bright student in the whole sophomore class.  “I can’t[,]” “I can’t[,]” “I 
can’t” till I would like to clear them all out & say “Well then[,] stupid[,] give up.  Others have 
been able by trying.  You give up.  You are too stupid__”  This evening I took Miss Elder (Miss 
Weed was too tired to go out) & went down to call at Chisholms & they were fortunately out & 
Troops & Warders.  The troops have one boarder[,] Miss Murdock[,] one of my pupils[,] so I 
shan’t hesitate on that score to go there.  Whether I want to or not I don’t yet feel quite sure.  I 
don’t feel any attachment to Mrs Stockton but I hate[,] kind of hate[,] to go & leave Miss Weed 
& Miss Elder & particularly Miss Weed.  It [ill.] is impossible for her to go and I know[,] tho she 
don’t speak of it[,] she will be very sorry to have me go and I guess I will stay awhile any how[,] 
perhaps longer than awhile.  I dont know how the Troops live & can’t form any notion & don’t 
want to go there unless I should be bettering myself.  Mrs Troop hasn’t her piano yet.  I 
suppose when it comes I can go down there & play duettes.  Will you believe Darling that I 
played that Sweet by & by that time so as to see what you would do?  I suppose I don’t admire 
that tune one bit better than you do.  It is the most monotonous thing except [“]over there” & 
some others of the clan[,] “Wonderful words of love” for instance[,] that I know & I don’t 
believe I ever played it before except when I had to.  I ran it in that night because I knew you 
were outside & I thought you might come in & go for me.   I was willing you should go for me if 
you would only come in.  That is the honest truth about it tho I have never tried to defend 
myself when you referred to what you tho’t my poor taste.  Now I must stop but I will finish in 
the morning.  With a great burden of love[,] Darling[,] deepest fondest love for you my own 
Effie from your own loving 
              Harry 
 

My darling it is now almost eight oclock & I can only add a few love words & kisses & 
send this to you.  I am glad that it is one day nearer Christmas and it is the middle of a week & 
before very long we shall be at its end & now the time is beginning to go a little faster.  O 
Darling I want you all the time.  I love you with all my heart & can’t be happy without my Effie.  
With fondest love & Ө Ө Ө Ө Ө Ө Ө Ө Ө Ө Ө Ө Ө Ө  
     from your own 
           Harry 
I send Adas letter and a clipping [ill.] sent me. 


