
                                                                                                      Purdue┌Oct 11th [1885] 
                                                                                                       Sunday morning 
My own darling Effie 
       Your dear letter came as usual this morning & I do hope that you had mine & that my 
letter helped & comforted you & made you a little less lonely than you are some times.  Poor 
girl[,] it must make it harder for you to have the contrast between your situation & Adas so 
constantly before you.  Of course you don’t wish a grain taken from the great happiness they 
have.  You couldn’t be ignoble enough for that and that is not at all the feeling you have but you 
can’t help wishing a similar lot for us and it would be strange and ill-omened if you did not.  You 
have a very strong nature in respect to your attachments.  Your love for your friends shows this 
and when you go farther and enter that strongest of all human relationships[,] the love of 
man[,] your feeling is far stronger than for any other person_  St. Paul saw enough into human 
nature to remark on the superior strength of this feeling.  A man or woman will drop every 
other thing when it stirs the heart if those things are in opposition.  When you love me enough 
to promise to be my wife it means no less than that I am more than all else in the world to you.  
It is wonderful this intense love for each other that we feel.  From strangers unknown to each 
other & with no interest at all in each other[.] we become acquainted[,] we admire[,] we love & 
an attachment begins & grows until we are so tied[,] so bound to each other by this tie of 
love[,] that nothing can part us.  It is stronger than any other earthly tie & at its bidding we 
would lieve leave all else.  Darling I know that your love is like this & so is mine.  We are so 
attached[,] so fond of each other[,] that separation is pain & is bound to be so.  We may strive 
to be cheerful & to appear happy.  We are bound to do so & bear as best we can our loneliness 
but we can’t be content.  We can’t be happy, wholly so.  We do retain an interest in outside 
things but we can’t go into them apart as we could together & there is a feeling that the 
happiness is less because we are apart.  Darling I don’t wonder at your being blue & lonely and 
who should you seek for sympathy rather than me.  I can comfort you some, a little, not all that 
you need.  Nothing I can write can do all but I can do some_  O Effie mine do you feel that I do 
all that I can[?]  Is there anything more that I can do[,] that I fail to do.  Lovers and husband & 
wife can’t be happy apart.  The continual presence is what they need.  Both need it alike to 
have the lover near to exchange the look[,] the cooing words of love.  One kiss[,] one caress[,] a 
touch of the hand can do more than a hundred written pages.  You know you have all my love 
but that is not enough[,] not all you want.  You want me with you or you want to be with me.  
Darling it is very sweet & helpful to me to have you write & tell me of these longings.  I know 
you have them all the ties as I do yet it is sweet to have you come to me & tell me that in the 
midst of friends you are still lonely - can’t rest.  O Effie Dearest[,] my own Dearest[,] it will not 
be so always.  We know[,] we believe that we shall soon be given to each other more fully than 
we are now.  O my own[,] we faced a long engagement very bravely but we little thought how 
weak we should be & we both feel that we can’t endure much longer apart.  Darling it is so 
cheering to me to feel so sure as I do feel of your strong desire to be with me[,] my wife[,] even 
if we are very poor & have but few luxuries.  I do feel that I have found a true woman who loves 
irrespective of position[,] a true help mate[,] not a giddy girl who must be amused but is of no 
use as a true sharer of all the joys & sorrows & cares & anxieties & hopes.  You will be a true 
wife[,] my own[,] & as I learn to know you better & see you more intimately I love you & admire 
you more all the time, and I feel the more unworthy of such a love, such a woman.  I am very 



badly gone[,] very much in love[,] & I need your presence very much indeed.  It is the eleventh 
of October.  We are in the second third of the month and shall very soon be in the middle of it.  
That is hopeful & we both look forward now into the beyond[,] straining our eyes to see the 
end which is promised & is drawing near us.  Oh my own[,] I long so for that end.  I try to do all 
my duties well but as every evening comes I feel full of rejoicing because we are so much closer 
to the next day.  Darling I am full of  hope & full of love & full of longing and I am really glad that 
you are not happy & don’t get along without missing me.  That is barbarous?  Well it is natural 
and I am glad that your life isn’t now full[,] that you feel a want which you can’t satisfy[,] that 
there is something missing to complete your happiness.  I had such a sense of the place I hold in 
your heart Love on that Tuesday morning as we were going to part for the night.  We had been 
together very far into the night.  It was our last night & we were taking such comfort as we 
could.  It was time to part & as we started you said “O Harry it is Tuesday morning” & then 
Darling you broke down in such a fit of sweet tears.  It was awful to realize how much I must 
take away from you Love but it was so sweet[,] so precious[,] to feel that taking it away was so 
hard to you.  My darling how often have I recalled that scene and your deep feeling & I couldn’t 
feel sorry you felt so.  It was to[o] precious to feel that you loved me so.  Effie Darling it is not 
given to us to see all the depths of our love at all times but at such times the heart is opened & 
the veil taken away & we may see the place we own and how tenderly we are cherished.  You 
darling[,] I know that your love is dear dear dear beyond all words to you and yet when I can 
thus see how dear what a joy it is to me.  And Darling what a happiness shall come to us when 
we feel that these cruel separations are ended and that we shall always have each other.  
Darling I always felt that I wanted my wife to be perfectly wrapped up in me[,] fond of me 
almost to idolatry[,] devoted to me[,] her whole heart full of love & I am to have just that & it 
makes me so happy[,] so very very happy[,] to feel so & to see such & so many signs of your 
devotion.  I often wonder that I have called out such love.  I wonder that you can find me worth 
such devotion but I never doubt that you have just such feeling[,] just such ardor of love for me.  
I know how it has filled your thoughts[,] how you have no thought for me but deepest love.  I 
don’t mean that you don’t see my faults.  I think you do & hope you do.  I know you do but I 
know also that you have found some where in my character some pearl in the rubbish and that 
you think this or these[,] may be there are two or even more[,] are of so much that you will 
have them.  They stir your deepest admiration & warm your deepest love.  Darling it is so with 
me.  Whatever little faults you have[,] your character as a woman calls out my strongest love 
and you are everything to me & my strongest wish is to make you my wife & have you always 
with me where I can see you[,] gratify your every wish and love & cherish you & in so doing 
make for my self the greatest happiness I can know.  Now Darling all this is only a small part of 
my feeling.  After all is said[,] I can say no more than that I love Effie Loag with all my heart. 
        Darling since you feel so[,] I am sorry that you have lost an Orange scholar & if you have 
any in Orange I should want you to have enough to make your Orange work lucrative.  I shall be 
glad tho’ to have you go but once a week as I wrote this very morning and I shall be glad to 
have your Orange work with your most interesting pupils.  I know enough about teaching to 
understand the pleasure there is in having interesting pupils and what a grind stupid pupils & 
those who dont care are.  I am glad Darling that the best are left & I am sorry to have any fall 
off[,] not because I want you to be earning money but because I feel that you are disappointed 
to have it so.  I think also that it is well to keep your pupils together in case we should not marry 



in the Spring or Summer but I haven’t much doubt that we shall marry then for we can’t stand 
this separation.  It wears on us too hard.  I really feel more for you Darling than I do for myself 
and I feel that we shall do better to marry on almost any thing than to go on with this suffering.  
We can be sure of a living.  We can be certain of it.  There is no doubt of it.  We have no right to 
expect to see the whole future or even years head.  If we feel that we can live & provide for our 
necessities then we are right to marry.  I put this time at Christmas first and believe that we 
could have married then but we should have had to struggle & we couldn’t have had a 
wedding.  You were right in voting to postpone tho we shall both be compelled to suffer for it.  
No one will ever know what the six months will cost us & we shall neither know quite what it 
will cost the other but I do believe we shall be wise to wait till Spring & then to marry.  I was 
about to say anyhow and I am almost ready to say that for I know I can make a living for us both 
some how___  I can’t say now just how but I know I can do it.  I have never yet failed.  The way 
has always been opened & I am not the one to repine.  I don’t think it has always been the way I 
had wished but it has proven the best way and I am very thankful to God for I do believe in his 
guidance & seek it in every trial & am helped & strengthened.  I do not believe is his daily 
interference in all the little details of our life.  I think he wisely leaves us to figure them out but I 
do believe in the mental & moral strength he gives us for every trial & that he rules all the 
affairs of men for their best good & will lead us into an open place & that right speedily.  So 
Darling we must hope on & trust.  By next June I shall be out of debt & have three or four 
hundred dollars ahead.  I think that will be as good a time for us to begin married life as we 
shall ever have and am hopeful.  I may not find work as congenial as my present but Darling do 
you not believe that any work that supports us will be sweet & pleasant & if it were not would 
it make any difference with our love & faith[?]  We have the best possible thing with which to 
begin housekeeping and housekeeping we shall begin or at any rate boarding or visiting.  I have 
faith enough in myself to feel sure I can take care of us both.  And I know that you have all faith 
in me.  If my old schemes for work are inconsistent with these they shall have to go for when it 
comes to a choice you know well what is to be the decision.  I picture no greater happiness than 
I can realize with you as my wife & I will sell all earthy hopes if need be to purchase that.  Now 
Darling let us both be of good cheer.  We are of good cheer now.  God has great happiness in 
store for us and we shall soon be through the dark days & come out into the light.  Dear Dear 
girl[,] how I do love you[,] how much you & your happiness are to me[,] how fondly I think of 
you & the place in my life that you have taken & the more happily because it gives you such 
exquisite happiness to feel that you are so cherished & loved[,] that you have such a place in 
my life that you are before all else there.  And it isn’t selfish Darling.  You are not turning any 
one else out.  Your place there is one no one else could have or could fill.  You just fit it & no 
one else ever could and I believe no one else will ever can (tho you don’t quite believe that I 
think).  Now this has been a love letter but Darling I have been so full that I couldn’t keep from 
writing a whole lot.  It was natural.  It is my natural mode of [ill.] thinking and you may feel sure 
that every word is spontaneous & not forced.  I should talk it to you.  I have talked some what 
this way to you but when we are together we can say all these things & many more all in one 
instant by a look[,] by a kiss[,] by a touch.  Now we cant say them in that way & must write 
them or keep them in & I can’t keep them in any longer.  I don’t run on quite so badly often but 
today I have broken out badly.  Since no one but you can see this I don’t [ill.] care or apologize 
at all for I know that you will understand my feelings & that it will be good to you to read as it 



has been good & helpful to me to write.  Now I must go to dinner.  After ward I will try & tell 
you some thing else but I shall feel just as I do now & this is the way I feel all the time.  Now my 
own[,] Goodbye with love & longing for you[,] dear sweet girl[,] all the time 
         from your own Harry 
 
   7 P.M. or thereabouts 
My Darling Little Girl 
        I am back & will now try to tell you what little there is to tell.  I was writing last night 
about my music[,] I mean this morning[,] and I didn’t say then all I wanted to.  I have always 
practiced the scales up in tenths & down in sixths or the reverse & I understood your letter to 
indicate that it was best to play up & back in the same interval so I have been doing it.  I can 
manage the tenths very well but unless I look out very sharply I find myself often going up a 
sixths[,] coming back in tenths.  I think it is good to practice it your way & have both ways__  I 
don’t tire of the scales[,] that is mentally[,] but I do find that they tire my hand.  I get pretty 
discouraged about my playing for I find that I can scarcely play any thing properly[,] not even 
the simplest things & I haven’t gotten so yet that I can satisfy myself at all.  I about think that I 
am to[o] old a dog to learn a trick so difficult as to play the piano but I am not going to stop 
practicing.  I don’t see how I have ever managed to wade through all the music I have well 
enough to get any idea of it at all_  I don’t wonder that you used to wonder that I should grunt 
at Sues playing sometimes when I do so infinitely worse myself__  When we are married I shall 
not want to play for you will play to me but this year the piano is a great comfort to me_  We 
have moved the geological & mineralogical museums from one room to another in the 
basement and I have had Dragoo do the bulk of the hard work but I have superintended.  Now I 
shall go to work & arrange & label the things.  It is a great operation but will not be tiresome[,] 
only slow and a long task.  Dragoo is a dreadful writer & speller or I could use him in that 
business to advantage.  I don’t yet know really how much of a collection we have got it is so 
mixed up.  In a few months I shall have a class at work there & then I want them to have a 
chance to identify many of the chief points on specimens from the museum.  I shall also have a 
good lot to do in arranging the botanical collections for I mean to do that this year also if I can 
__  I shall have Dragoo to help me but I want at the end of the year to have all the natural 
history collection arranged.  I can’t get them all catalogued[;] that would be more than I could 
undertake.  You see I hope still to get an appropriation of at least $100. for collecting this 
summer and that would give us quite a little trip if we were careful as we should be and we 
could do that in August.  We must be back here[,] if I come back[,] early next fall & not so tardy 
as I was this year.  Leave there by Friday or Saturday before the term opens.  Wont we enjoy 
the journey together & we can stop once at Niagara for a day and go on 12 hours later in a 
night train.  I want to swell the collections here by exchanges as soon as I can get up some sort 
of a list of the things we have got.  I think I could readily almost double them if I can get the 
money to pay for exchanging freight[,] boxing etc.  I should like to be given about $250 to spend 
on the museum but with almost nothing it is quite a different sort of thing I can tell you.  Dr 
Smart is at present spending on the other departments.  I can get all I need for running 
expenses but I know he don’t want to invest much for our growth.  Take care of what we have 
is what he says all the time.  I shall write to Rice & offer to exchange some with him & with 
some others_  We have a pretty good museum & lots & lots of Dup duplicates which had better 



be changed off for things we haven’t got here.  I have just finished reading E.E. Hale’s Fortunes 
of Rachael [sic].  It isn’t quite up to Hale’s best I think but it is very entertaining & contains 
much sound philosophy & really braces one up.  For instance we find him saying that it is a good 
thing now & then to have to do some thing hard[,] something we dont quite enjoy[,] something 
we don’t like to do.  This is a great [ill.] I find with our students.  They are forever with the word 
can’t on their tongues end & unless their work is made easy & entertaining they are all in the 
dumps.  Their trouble is that things are made too easy & instead of grit you find putty when you 
come to examine them.  Another good thing was “no one has a right to expect to see his way 
clear more than three months ahead.”  This is good for me.  I need just that trust & confidence 
that will let me rest when I have done my best.  Another was when an opening comes & you 
see no reason against doing so walk in __ or in other language[,] if you cant & dont know what 
else to do[,] take the trick.  This I have always done.  I went to J.H.U.  I came here because the 
way was clear and I have hope & confidence & trust & all I want more is just one little thing[,] 
my darling Effie__  Then I shall have all I want.  E.E.H. cant write without some sermonizing & in 
Rachael the sermonizing is very charming.  Some parts I should love to read to you.  O how I 
long for your companionship.  I feel so very lonely for I have no one whom I can see & talk with 
freely and of all trials to be alone is to me the very greatest.  I fear I do not stand it well & I 
know I am worse off in health of both mind & body for the hermit life I had.  I don’t want many 
things.  You would be enough Darling but I abhor this loneliness_  I shall have to correct you 
again Effie Love on Effect when you mean affect.  Hunt the two up in the dictionary & you will 
see what I mean__  You say “You can imagine how it effects me.”  What you mean is affects 
me_  Now I have played the pedagogue[,] let me be the lover again just a moment Darling & 
then I will leave you for tonight.  Give me one word of love.  You know how.  I used to love to 
hear you tell me that you loved me.  Kiss me darling of your own accord.  You are no longer shy 
with me.  You do not feel under restraint with your lover.  Oh if I could only see you[,] dear dear 
love.  I long for you so constantly_  Darling have you written me a love letter today[?]  I do hope 
so.  Sweet girl how I do love you[,] my own precious darling Effie.  I hope Darling that your hay 
fever is almost over and that from now on you are to be very well.  I am very well & feel 
physically first rate & like any amount of work & I should be so very happy if you[,] my own 
precious[,] were to share this room with me but I try to be happy without that but I can’t be 
wholly so.  Now Darling I must stop.  I hate to leave you & send love & kisses and caresses for 
you unless you think they will be too stale by Wednesday morning.  God bless you darling & 
help us both to be brave.  Your own loving Harry 
  
 


