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My Darling Effie 
      I enclose a clipping on canine intelligence.  These experiments by Lubbock have been 
reported some time now.  I heard of them first over a year ago and I don’t know but you may 
have heard of them.  You may never have heard of Sir John Lubbock but he is a very interesting 
man & has studied science a great deal & done a great deal for it & especially in regard to 
insects which have been his special study.  I know you will be interested in the clipping.  Please 
save it & return it.  I want to put it into my collection.  I have been reading tonight in Huxleys 
Man’s Place in Nature in which he tries to show that man in his physical structure is more 
closely like the apes than they are like any other animals & that he differs less from the highest 
apes than they differ from one another.  How odd it is that people should make such a squeal at 
this inquiry.  Here are the facts & no one would hesitate to say what the inference would be but 
for the personal interest he has in not being numbered among the descendents of the lower 
animals.  As tho his protest made any difference with the facts if fact it be.  You had better 
sometime buy no 10 of the Humboldt Library of Science.  It is called The Theory of Sound in its 
Relation to Music by Petro Blaserna.  It is clearly written & very interesting & I think you could 
understand it tho it would be much easier to be understood if you had ever studied physics 
somewhat.  I know that you dont get much time for reading but I think you must read some & 
this would be very practical for you.  It costs the enormous sum of 15 cents. 
         I had a letter today from Mag.  It was a great improvement on the last one.  I don’t think 
that your name has occurred in any letter yet from the girls[,] certainly not of late.  They 
evidently don’t [ill.] after you especially__   

I am anxious to hear what you have to say about Julie Stewarts home.  I expected it in 
the letter I received today but it didn’t figure there. 
       I didn’t tell you the reason I feel rather uncertain about Dr Smarts staying here.  It is this.  
He has been named by the Indiana politicians to President Cleveland as Civil Service 
Commissioner vice.  DB Eaton resigned.  Of course no one knows a thing about it.  He may not 
be appointed at all_  He told me about the thing a month ago & said it was all bosh & stuff & 
spoke as tho he wouldn’t accept but if he is appointed I will bet he will accept.  He has served   
Purdue well & we here like him & believe in him but I shouldn’t blame him if he left Purdue now 
he has set it on its feet & given it a good shove.  He isn’t under any obligations here particularly.  
Purdue owes him more than he owes Purdue & I guess he has set her up where she will be able 
to stand alone but there is no telling what the next legislature may do.  I hope Dr. S. won’t leave 
but if he is appointed I should not blame him at all for accepting the place[,] $7000 a year & he 
is very ambitious[,] very ambitious indeed.  That is the way that thing stands & I think I ought to 
have let you into it before. 
        So you mistook the Hellgate Explosion for an Earthquake.  I had seen the account of it in 
the papers but havent yet any news of the results but of course it as a success___ 
       I dont feel under any obligation to Barnes & I did think it would have been a trifle nice in 
him to have offered me his piano gratis since I paid him so little & he must have known I should.  
Of course I felt that the whole thing was a business operation.  I am not at all tired of my 
bargain & I dont expect to get tired of it.  I am getting lucrative pay & not having hard work.  
Don’t fear lest I shall be worn out with the class work for it don’t wrry worry me at all.  I am 



able [to] take care of it all & more if need be_  I heard from Will Van Sant today.  He told me 
that last Monday night his sister Hattie Wagner gave birth to a girl infant which lived only 15 
hours_  Hattie is doing well but is feeling of course greatly bereaved.  I can’t write more tonight 
& fear I shall be too busy to add any thing in the morning.  I will send you Mags letter after I 
have answered it.  Now I must stop.  With deepest love 
       from your own Harry_ 
     


