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My own Darling Effie 
          You poor girl[,] you do indeed fight with difficulties to get a chance to write to me & I 
call it good of you beyond all praise to write in spite of such difficulties.  Darling I am glad to 
have you write just you did on Saturday when you are all tired out fighting for the little we 
want.  Don’t fear my writing to your mother.  I won’t do any thing to make things a bit harder 
for you & I saw last summer enough to show me that no appeal to reason will have the least 
effect on her.  We have got to take all we can get by main force for no one will attempt to help 
us get anything.  I call Jules kink to require the front room all of a sudden pure & unmitigated 
meanness.  She dont care a bit to help you and I think it is downright mean.  I am thankful that 
we didn’t worry ourselves constantly about the folks last summer for now they are only getting 
square.  We shall have constant trouble from this on and cant help doing so but we must try 
and get along through it somehow__  I will promise & be as good as I possibly can & I do know 
that you will do all you can_  I should insist on an hour right after dinner say or some such time 
& let Jule & your mother hold the fort in the parlor at that time & you go out the room down 
stairs.  You needn’t fear my writing to your mother if she can’t even write a note after I took all 
the bother to get her old asclepias pods & mail them.  You can bet I shall not write to her_  No 
time to write is an excuse that never washes with me and wouldn’t tally well with the great 
relief that Charlie is any how__  I don’t want you to go & tell her to write now for I don’t care 
for that sort of prompted letter.  If it isn’t spontaneous I dont care a cent about it.  I know you 
thanked me and all that but I consider that a personal note would be the decent thing and not a 
“thanks” through some body else_  I am glad she likes them if she does like them but I dont 
think she can care very much about them.  This evening I went to call on Prof & Mrs_ Swan.  
They have half of a brick house[,] a double house[,] & it gives them four rooms on the first floor 
& one large room upstairs.  They have lot of ground.  It is back from the street with lot of trees 
about half way between the univ. and Spauldings Drug Store on the main street.  I call it a most 
comfortable quarters & they pay[,] dont laugh for it is a fact[,] $8.50 per month rent.  I think it 
is simply wonderful and it would be so awfully cozy. 
       [Harry sketched the building’s rooms and the relation of the building to the street.] 
I have drawn the plan of the first floor.  There is a vestibule or front hall for both houses but 
with separate doors[,] one one each side_  Stairs go up from this into the second story front 
room_  The two houses could be readily used as one or as two.  They are almost completely 
distinct.  It makes it very nice indeed and rent only one hundred dollars a year_  But there isn’t 
much use in thinking about it for we shall probably not live in it as Swan will in all probability 
hang on to it so long as he remains in the region which is likely to be for some time.    
            Last night I went to the Methodist Church & heard our new minister for the first time.  
Dr. Marine is his name.  He is a short stout man[,] wears glasses[,] has no beard[,] full round 
face[,] dark hair[,] rosy complexion_  He is evidently a thoughtful man & preached a most 
interesting sermon[,] a really intellectual sermon[,] not a mere exhortation[,] [ill.] lead ones 
thoughts and I enjoyed it very much_  He didn’t impress me as the sort of man to take a great 
personal interest in his parishioners & yet I may be mistaken there.  Today I went over & did a 
whole lot of errands & among them I got into a picture store[,] found an artotype copy[,] one of 
Schreyers paintings[,] a very spirited thing.  I will describe it to you whe later.  It was a large 
long picture[,] 28 in by 24 or so.  I ordered it and a handsome oak frame[,] the frame to cost 



$2.45 & the picture 65 cents.  The picture[,] being an artotype or photogravure[,] isnt as good 
as an engraving would be I suppose but I must own I like it fully as well as an engraving unless it 
be a pretty good engraving and this picture is really very good & will be just the thing I want to 
go over my mantle piece now & it will be all right for us some where in after years.  I feel as tho 
this [ill.] a sort of personal investment.  The frame is one which will only improve with age & 
can never go back so I think my three dollars wont be thrown away.  I have resisted several 
amusements to pay for it.  I received six dollars from Dr Boardman for the books & am now 
looking around for some one else to sell to___  I received a fine book from Macmillan & Co 
Saturday[,] Sach[’s] Botany.  I forgot whether I wrote you that it had arrived.  It is a lovely book 
& I take a great deal of pleasure in owning it & think it is worth so much more than the books I 
sold to get the money for it with it.  I didn’t hope to get more than $1.60 discount on it & got 
four dollars or 50 % & so I could afford to treat myself to the picture as so much extra.  I hope I 
shall get rid of the other books advantageously.  I have several things I should like to put in their 
place.  In fact I have so many wants that I hardly know what I should buy.  There is a capital 
article in the American Magazine of American Historian for Septemper on Riverside Park with 
especial reference to the historic associations of the park.  It seems that in the Revolutionary 
times the place region was spotted with the homes of notables & that the place has a great 
deal of historic association.  If you dont get a chance to read the article otherwise[,] I advise you 
to buy a copy of the magazine for the article is worth it and there are some other good things in 
the same number__  I should be glad if we could read it together_  There is a pretty good article 
about the park also in this month’s Scribners__  I mailed you “A Child of Nature Today.”  I 
enjoyed it quite well & hope it will interest you but I think it grows a little tiresome toward the 
end.  Now Darling I must stop this & go to bed for it is growing late.  I wont tell you to try & be 
cheerful for you cant do it if you do try.  We cant either of us be happy under existing 
conditions & we shall have the pleasure? of worrying along through another year but we can’t 
help our selves.  O Darling I do want you so much.  Goodnight my own Darling[,] with deepest 
love & fondest kisses from your own 
            Harry 
 


