
                                                                                               Purdue Oct 7 [18]85. 
My own darling darling Effie: 
       I actually didn’t recognize your hand wring on the envelope from the 
Metropolitan Hotel that I received this morning.  I wondered who could have sent that 
enormous thing from that Hotel & supposed it was some advertisement.  On close 
scrutiny it looks like your writing but the general effect was totally new to me.  Dont try 
it any more.  I like the other better & always have.  I know you want to tease me & are 
crazy because you cant get a good chance at me.  I would even let you tease me a little.  
I should be so glad to have you about me a while, but if we were only to have a little 
while we shouldn’t get to a lack of occupation enough to be compelled to fall back on 
teasing[,] should we[?]  We shouldn’t want to lose a moment of caressing each other 
and talking love & kissing & looking & all the rest that kept us busy all summer & leaves 
us wild to keep it up now we are apart.  Oh how I often long for “the touch of a vanished 
hand” sometimes & want to see your eyes & kiss your lips but I can’t.  I can only 
remember the past & think of the future.  Darling I am not going to have time for a long 
letter now but I must write one thing sure & will put it in first of all.  Dearest forgive me 
for writing about your being unwilling to have a quiet wedding etc.  I think that we are 
both wont to conjure up ghosts that don’t exist when we are so utterly miserable.  It is a 
part of the misery we have to bear but Effie Darling I will promise & take your word for 
it but I don’t have to for I do know that you are as rational about expenses as I am[,] 
every bit.  I know this & believe it & yet when I am blue it seems to get after me & 
bother me & I think you aren’t.  Now Effie pity me.  I won’t do it again.  I thoroughly 
deserve the good drubbing you gave me in your letter & feel a good deal better now I 
have been well berated.  You did just right to give me a good Caudle lecture & may as 
well begin at once[,] Mrs. Caudle.  There are some things I shouldn’t quite admit in what 
you say[,] for instance that I do not like your cards.  This I denied at the time & still deny.  
I only tried to find out how they were poorer than Tiffany’s for you said that they were 
not as good as his and I believed it & compared them carefully to see wherein they were 
less good.  I do like them.  They are good enough[,] plenty good enough[,] & I dont & 
never did dream of having Tiffanys cards for our affair.  But Darling never mind the 
points wherein we differ a bit.  We are solid on the main issue[,] that you are inclined to 
extravagance at all because it seems to be required by circumstances of our 
surroundings.  I know that you are all straight there & that we shall get along very well.  
When I first thought that we could marry at Christmas my idea of the thing was for 
simpler than what we consider the simplest we should like.  I thought then that we 
should have to give up a great deal if we had a very quiet wedding & a great deal that 
would be pleasant for us to remember in after years & a great pleasure that we could 
give to our friends.  I felt then that we should gain enough to pay for this loss for I felt 
that as things were the six months of happiness we should get & the six months of 
misery we should escape would pay us for the things we should have to give up.  As I 
talked up the wedding however & we conferred together about it I saw at once that that 
sort of thing wouldn’t do at all.  Instead of merely having the marriage ceremony in the 
presence of our own immediate family there were claims on us that we couldn’t resist.  
If we must have such a ceremony[,] a true wedding that is[,] I mean the marriage 



ceremony with the social festivities[,] we must give up the notion of any such simple 
affair as I had at first thought of.  And this I did & it is a settled fact now.  We are to have 
our friends & we have got to do as you say and as I fully believe give them a good time.  
If we have them we have got to treat them well.  I am glad you wrote me as you did & I 
will keep quiet now & stop worrying about this thing.  I think you are quite right to want 
our friends present & I want them to[o] & shall be most happy to be with you to receive 
their congratulations & it will always be a pleasure to us.  The additional wait isn’t going 
to be as hard as I had found when I felt most strongly about it last spring for things are 
not as hard for me this year as they were last year.  Of course I don’t mean that I am 
getting careless about the time.  It isn’t that & I do want you badly as you could wish but 
it is not the utter unrest & disquiet it was last year[,] unfitting me completely for about 
every sort of work.  I feel better[,] far better[,] than I did then & can stand the waiting 
now and be more patient no matter how long we think it to be necessary__  Now 
Darling I have got to stop.  I long for you all the th time & want you awfully.  I cant be 
happy & there is all the time a lonesome feeling for you.  When I am down I will try & 
behave better but I do love you & trust you all the time & know you love me_ 
       Goodbye my own darling 
           from your own loving 
               Harry 
                       _______________________ 
 

Please thank Mrs Hull for mentioning the remedy for Rhus poison.  I have used it 
& found it capital.  I don’t need it now however as I have gotten rid of it wholly.                                                                                                                                                         


