
                                                                                                             Thursday morning. 
         [Oct. 8, 1885]  
My own Darling _ 
       I find that I didn’t tell you what I plan for the botany students for of course I had to 
devise some scheme for their relief.  My plan is to take off at least one third from the 
laboratory course and to put in place of it a series of lectures on botanical topics and shape the 
laboratory work so as to make them understand that they are seeing for themselves the thing I 
explain and illustrate to them beforehand.  I hope in this way to enthuse them & get them 
interested.  Those who plead the sore eye dodge I will give textbook work to do instead of work 
with the microscope.  It will put on me a lot of work that I hadn’t bargained for or expected but 
it can’t be very well helped.  It will come on Tuesdays & Thursdays & on those days I shall have 
my hands full_  On the other days I shall have a rest.  I feel that I have got to steer that class 
myself.  Miss Shoemaker will be a great help but she can’t take that.  She hasn’t the skill to 
interest the students in their work it seems__  Dont get the blues over this [ill.] my love for it 
won’t hurt me any and will really in the end be better for I know I can keep the class together & 
keep them interested & that success[,] taking in consideration the state of the dissatisfaction of 
the students[,] will be a valuable thing for me.  I feel perfectly equal to the whole thing and 
believe I shan’t leave the class at the end of the year in as demoralized a state as I found it or as 
last years class was in.  Barnes is a good man but he didn’t show it in the conduct of that class 
last year that is sure.  The students growl like the mischief about it & we had numerous 
conferences over it last year. 
      Darling I woke early this morning & had such sweet thoughts of you.  Darling what a 
precious treasure house of blissful memories our summer has been to us.  We are blessed in 
having that lovely period to go to for comfort.  Darling sweetheart how I love you & long for the 
time when we shall be one.  O my own[,] I do place the time in all my hopes next spring & shall 
be disappointed terribly if we think best to defer it longer.  With love & kisses for my Effies 
sweet lips 

from your own Harry__ 


