
                                                                                                      No. 54 West 46th St. 
                                                                                                      N.Y. Oct. 22nd 1885. 
My own darling Harry, 
      I have been ab awfully busy all day, and have really done a very satisfactory day’s work 
in spite of interruptions.  I sewed all morning and part of the afternoon, and then went up to 
the Cohens’.  Mamma tho’t I’d better go, for Mabel was so nice, and came here first, and I 
promised to call on them very soon.  Tomorrow I’ll be away all day, and on Saturday A.M.  I 
have a lesson, and some other little things to do, and in the afternoon I’m going to a matinee.  I 
expected to go on my own hook, to hear Margaret Mather and spoke to Ada about it, and she 
said “Well if you decide to go, I’d like to go with you, so be sure & let me know.”  This A.M. 
Maggie invited me to go with her, so you see I’m in luck, for this isn’t to be a Dutch treat, and 
Maggie gets the tickets, very fine for me.  Well this is way off the track, but I’ll get on again.  I 
started to show you why I decided to call on the Cohens this afternoon, because I couldn’t go 
before next week if I didn’t go today, and I knew I’d be busier then than I am now.  I had a 
lovely time at the Cohens.  I didn’t see Mr. C. but had a long talk with Mrs. Cohen, & she was so 
lovely.  I am to have Ethel for a pupil, and will begin next Tuesday.  I cant arrange my lessons 
quite as I’d like to, because this one has a harder day at school, & cant take a lesson when I 
prefer to give it, & that one has some other thing.  Mrs. C. does not want E. to take over half an 
hour at a time, until she get[s] used to it, and I wanted to arrange for Mondays & Thurs., so I 
could take her in on my way to the Russells.  I dont know that Miss R. will begin again, & wont 
know for some time, for she never starts before Nov. but she expected to do so when she left in 
the Spring, & so I wanted to make Ethel’s time hitch with her’s, for they live only about four 
blocks apart, but Mrs. Cohen has Mondays for her Reception Day, & as its engraved on her 
cards, she cant of course change.  She said she would like to but for that, but she wouldn’t mind 
if the lessons did come close together.  She would not set Wed. P.M. & Sat. A.M. because that 
would give me two extra trips, but would take Tues. & Thurs. & then I’d only have one extra 
trip.  I asked $7.50 per quarter, for half hour lessons, which is just half the price for hour 
lessons, and Mrs. C. said “she didn’t like to have uneven numbers so we’d call it $8.00 & that 
would pay my car fare for those extra trips.”  They have the handsomest flat I was ever in.  It is 
all on one floor, & not like the other place, but it is finished so much handsomer, and looks so 
pretty and home like.  The other had such a cold barren look, tho’ it was a very expensive place, 
& very handsome, but it was finished in such terrible taste.   
      I am quite anxious to hear about Dr. Smart, & I suppose you are too.  I’ll expect great 
things of you & Huston, and you’ll have to give a concert for me when I go out.  I give you fair 
warning & you may as well make up your minds to it, and also to another thing, that you have 
got to do the whole thing yourselves, for I’m going to be the audience for a change.  Your letter 
was rec’d this A.M. about ten o’clock.  I had given it up till afternoon, and was surprised when it 
came at that hour.  My own darling I wanted to take time for a long letter today, but I couldn’t 
leave my work, and now I have only a little more time.  I will write a better letter for Sunday.  I’ll 
write tonight and mail on my way to Orange.  Last week I carried my letter to Orange thinking I 
might be able to add more, but I couldn’t do it after all.  I mailed it early in the afternoon, and 
knew it would go from there in time to catch the evening mail from N.Y. to the West.   

Oh by the way I mustn’t forget about the soap.  They dont keep that kind I had any 
more, and the last I got was horrible, and not fit to use, so I wont have any more of it.  They ask 



.25 at the druggists for Pear’s soap but I can get it at Sloan’s for .16.  It is really cheaper than the 
other, for it lasts longer and is so much better.  The cake of Pears lasts as long as two bars of 
the other, & I think it lasts longer.  The other is .8 a bar & now that I can get Pear’s soap so 
cheap I dont think it pays to get the other kind, for it isn’t near as good at best, and the last I 
got was the worst soap I ever had.  I’ll get a box of Pear’s if you want me to, or a box of Oakleys 
which is a little less.  I forget how much but I believe that is .12.  Darling I am awfully sorry that I 
haven’t more time, but I couldn’t seem to manage any differently, but I’ll write more tonight 
after I mail this.  Oh Harry darling if I could only see you.  I long so for you all the time.  My 
blessed boy I send you more love than I can measure & more ӨӨ than I can count. 
            Your own forever 
                 Effie. 


