
                                                                                                      Purdue Sunday Oct 25 [1885] 
My Darling darling Effie 
      Your letter came this morning with the Sundays letter.  You mailed it on time & the 
delay occurred after the letter left New York.  It was through no fault of yours my darling & I 
believed that yesterday as well as this morning when I wrote your brief note.  I have made an 
arrangement with the assistant Post master who goes to our church that unless he finds my 
mail gone when he leaves the office he shall take it in his pocket to church and give it to me 
there.  He leaves at a little past nine and so unless I get over promptly at nine I may have to 
hunt him up or wait until church time.  I did this so that I could go to church & not have to lose 
the hour from ten to eleven for the office closes at eleven ten_  On the days I intend to go to 
church in the morning I can thus be sure of my letter & not have to lose that time.  But today I 
didn’t want to go to church in the morning.  I am too tired so I had to hurry over & had no time 
for a letter this morning.  I want to make sure of some thing for you so I sent the best I could & 
hope to be able to write more later & get it off this afternoon some way___  Oh Effie my 
Darling[,] you speak of hardly knowing how to stand this separation any longer.  Darling I feel 
for you & feel with you too.  I know just how you feel my darling & I feel just the same way.  I 
don’t suppose that there is much difference about it.  I believe that our natures are pretty 
closely alike in this matter of our love.  We both love strongly.  We love each other with no 
reserve at all & we need each other I believe all the time[,] any how much more than we have 
ever had each other until this last summer.  Those happy days were full of happiness because 
we were together & were free to love each other & tell each other all.  In the Summer before 
our hearts were already for the complete unveiling.  We both loved & were wonderfully fond of 
each other without owning it to each other but last Summer all that was changed & we could 
confess anything or every thing[,] feel sure that our words were the sweetest words that we 
could hear & it made us happy all the time only to be together.  I think we are both of us much 
alike in that respect.  We both of us are very unhappy without the love & the signs & all the 
things that tell us about the love.  It always makes me very very happy if I catch any sign of love 
from you darling that I believe has[,] I may say[,] escaped you or I mean that has come from you 
without any direct solicitation from me.  You are more chary of them than I but I understand 
your disposition now as I didn’t at first.  Your letter this morning Darling was lovely lovely 
lovely.  O Effie Darling Darling Darling[,] how I wish I could see you instead of writing but Effie 
Love imagine hundreds of kisses between & in the middle of the sentences & imagine yourself 
sitting in my lap while I talk & imagine all you can so easily imagine about it & then you are 
prepared to read the commonplaces of this letter for the narrative can’t be broken up with the 
kisses & the words of love.  They dont seem to go as well together on paper as they do in the 
reality.  Oh Darling my Darling[,] how I prize the love you have given me & do still all the time 
give me[,] my own[,] my own[,] my own Darling__  So Darling you like Harry better than any 
other pet name.  I am glad of that & sometimes when I see you put it in the letter it sounds so 
dear & sweet.  Effie mine[,] there isn’t any name so dear to either of us as those two[,] Harry & 
Effie.  Do you know Darling I used to like to hear our friends put those two names together & 
soon we shall put them together & they will never be taken apart. 
        Darling the “Miss W”[,] the first one that puzzled you[,] is a misprint for “Miss Elder.”  
What I meant was that Miss E. had improved & I had really enjoyed her more than I had 
expected.  Miss W. spoke about reading last week and so we agreed to read an hour once a 



week & put the time on Thursday evening.  We will read Draper’s History of the Civil War.  It 
will prove interesting I know[,] indeed has done so for ee read some of it last Spring.  I shall not 
go up there often however.  I havent been up there as often as once a week this year.  Last year 
I went up there two or three times a week & sometimes more.  I don’t ever say a word to either 
of them about you.  Sometimes they ask about you but I don’t do any more than answer their 
questions.  I think I was wrong to say as much as I did about my affairs to Miss W. as I did last 
year & shant do it this year.  Miss W. is always condine & pleasant, but I shall not be as intimate 
as I was last year at all.  I like her very much indeed[,] just as much as I did last year[,] but I think 
my present course is a better one.  It of course takes out one very pleasant pastime from me[,] 
my visits to their rooms[,] but I have my piano & my work & am better off for not talking about 
my blues than I should be if I talked about them.  I wear a pleasant face with them & steer very 
clear of personal conversation or anything at all approaching it. 
        We haven’t a word of news of Dr Smart.  He has been here all the week but not a thing 
has leaked out & we don’t know__  It seems that if Cadman gets Eatons place their is still an 
empty place as second commissioner and that Dr. S. could have that if he wants it.  I don’t know 
I am sure how the thing will come out but I get so disgusted with the students here at times 
that I feel as if I would leave the place at the end of the year any how_  There is so much in this 
western character that I don’t like that I often feel that I should be glad to get away from it & 
never get into it again.  How much will it pay is always the question.  I can’t see the use of 
studying this & that & the other thing.  Every faculty meeting we have half a dozen requests 
from students who want to change their course & they are never suited.  They can’t see the use 
in studying Zoology or Physics or some thing else as tho the stupid blockheads could show us 
the use of their coming to school at all.  I get tired of them.  When I went to school I took what 
was given to me by my Educators & did it the best I could.  I was willing to study anything & 
believed it did me good but these idiots[,] one third of them at least[,] ought to be put back into 
a primary school for a while & made to do “sums.”  I shall not worry over coming back here & 
money will be the chief fact except the fact that I do have a good laboratory & good 
opportunity for my own study.  I want you here with me though.  I will never come back after 
this year without you & it will be hard to leave you behind at Christmas time. 
          About my letters home Darling[,] they are as long as those I get & usually no longer & I 
try to make their tone uniformly cheerful.  I never mention you & shall not.  Carries last letter is 
the first one that has refereed to you in any way_  They do not take any interest in what I write 
for they never touch on anything I write them about.  I doubt if they ever read the letters_  I tell 
them about the things I do[,] people I meet[,] places I visit[,] etc.  To Mag I always send a full 
account of the weather for the week since she enlarges on the topic.  I write Carrie much better 
letters than to Sue & I propose this year to give them just like they send.  Last year I tried the 
other plan.  I wrote them just such letters as I wanted from them but didn’t get but they 
erected a barrier & got behind it & stayed there.  This year I shall try their plan.  I haven’t told 
them anything about you[,] not one thing[,] & don’t intend to and I shall not treat our relations 
to each other as at all a matter for their confidence.  I did so at first but I shall not do so any 
more_  They can’t be decent about the thing & they shan’t have a thing to do with it.  I havent 
heard a word from home about the Stewart family in Roseville. & If ha you noticed[,] the last 
two letters from home(?) were dated one Oct[ober] 7th 7th & the other Oct[ober] 18th[,] eleven 
days apart.  I answer every letter & make the answer as long as their letter tho they write 



presumably for the whole family.  I am thoroughly down on the girls.  I think they have acted 
shamefully about this whole matter & I shall never feel toward them as I should have felt if they 
had not treated my love affair as they have done.  I shall never forgive them for the way they 
act & I shall never make any more advances.  Last year I wrote letters trying to bring them 
around.  This year they can run things as they please.  I am done going the whole distance & 
begging them to be pleasant when I know that I am right & they are wrong. 
       Darling you say that I can count on being eaten up by some one when I get home & dont 
say who.  Fritz I understand will [ill.] on one side & let the carnivore attack me.  No you must 
mean Peter.  He is the only other carnivore of whom Fritz stands in awe so far as I know_  But 
Peter never has manifested such propensities & I do not fear him_  Is that the body you mean 
who will attack me_  O no how stupid of me.  I see it now. You dont mean literally do you Effie.  
Yes Darling I can guess whom you mean & Darling she will make me so happy by giving me such 
a warm welcome as I know she will give me.  My own Darling[,] you may be sure it will be 
returned & with interest & will last all the whole vacation.  You dear dear girl[,] I am so full I can 
hardly wait for that greeting.  I do want you awfully.  Today is the 25th Oct[ober] & soon the 
month will be gone & we shall break the seal of a new month & the month won’t last so very 
long after we have broken the seal.  Dear dear Effie[,] my own true loving darling girl[,] I know 
you are full of desire for me & I as full for you[,] darling darling darling.  You are so very very 
precious to me.  Effie Love we shall soon turn the corner & be on the home stretch[,] the half 
way post[,] & we shall then both feel that every letter is one letter less to wait & before long it 
will be the real thing.  We shall hold each other in our arms & kiss & be kissed in return & all will 
be right then. 
       I will promise to go with you to call on Mrs Cohen & I shall be glad to go.  We shall be so 
happy Darling to be together that they will think we are mad but we can stand it.  But you 
mustn’t get these notions up too high for you[,] you know[,] greatly overestimate me.  Now my 
own darling Effie[,] my love[,] give me another kiss & let me see your love in your face & body & 
movement & tell me darling that you do love me & then we must part_  O Effie Darling[,] I do 
love you so very fondly.  Write to me of your love Darling if you feel you can.  Don’t keep it 
away from me for it helps me & makes me happy to have you tell it[,] you dear girl.  I know & 
believe it without but it is so sweet to hear it from you.  I will write more but have this ready to 
send the first chance. 
          With O such fond love from your Harry. 
      . 


