
                                                                                                    No. 54 West 46th St. 
                                                                                                    N.Y.  Nov. 15th 1885. 
My darling darling Harry, 
        This is the most glorious day we have had for some time.  It is clear & very cold, just the 
weather to put life into me.  Fritz and I tho’t it just the weather for walking and decided to go 
out.  My chief reason for going wasn’t on account of the fine weather or the walk, for I should 
have gone if the walking hadn’t been so good, tho’ I am glad to have this change in the 
weather, and enjoyed my walk immensely.  Then I got my letter which was lovely, even more so 
than usual, tho’ I didn’t find that out till I got home.  I wonder where I’d better begin.  I have 
three letters to answer, besides telling the news.  Shall I begin with your last, and then go back 
to the others, and finish up with my news, or shall I begin at the very beginning and take things 
in their proper order?  You dont tell me, and I have been waiting.  You dont care?  Well then I 
guess for the sake of variety I’ll begin with the present and go backwards.  Your letter was so 
lovely, and I cant begin to tell you how very much I enjoyed it.  I am very glad that you have 
taken my advice in regard to Miss Weed, & I believe it has done you good already, and I hope it 
has helped her too.  It isn’t good for you to be so much alone, and you enjoy her society, and I 
dont see why you shouldn’t have more of it.  I know she was partly to blame for it, but you 
needn’t have stayed away altogether.  However perhaps it was as well, for now it will be a 
change for you, and she has probably regretted telling you not to come so often.  I suppose the 
talk was disagreeable, for it is so even when there is no foundation for it, but I guess she’ll be 
able to stand it if people want to make fools of themselves.  It is all the more absurd when they 
know that you are engaged.  I hope they wont be such idiots again, for it is unpleasant no 
matter how absurd it is.  I dont think that I’d care for the Humpty Dumpty Show but it was 
better than nothing, and I am glad you went, for it was a change for you.  I am glad that your 
reception was a success.  Yes I tho’t the invitations were very pretty and very neat.  I was struck 
with them at the time and meant to have spoken of them but dont believe I did it after all.  I 
guess I took it out in saying I wished I could go.  I dont think I wished it on account of the 
reception so much but oh dear I was wild for to go for another reason, and if I had been there I 
dont think I would have cared to go near the place reception, that is if I had just arrived.  Of 
course if I had been living there I would have been very willing, but if I had gone from here in 
answer to the invitation, I dont think I would have had any time at all for it, and I think you 
would have been obliged to beg off too.  I should say that you put in a very big stroke when Dr. 
Braton visited Purdue, and I congratulate you on the impression you made, and I think some 
one ought to congratulate me for it concerns me too.  I am glad he talked to Dr. Smart as he 
did.  Dr. S. was already very partial to you, but such things always do good, and will help to 
make your hold stronger.  Dr. S. might think very highly of you without a word from anyone 
else, but if he finds that others feel so too, it is bound to make some impression on him, and 
bound to give you a still stronger hold on him.  It is bound to do so, and I am sure that what Dr. 
B. said, has had some weight with Dr. Smart.  It pleased him, of course, since he was already 
interested in you, to have Dr. B. speak so highly of you, and it probably raised you considerably 
in Dr. S’s opinion. 
          I hope you wont forget to send the article you promised.  I think your plan seems like a 
good one, if you haven’t any thing else to do next summer.  Would it cost much to make the 
experiment?  You have never told me any more about Dr. Smart.  Is it settled yet whether he’ll 



remain at Purdue?  I dont know whether he was to be elected, or appointed, or how he was to 
get the place, but if it was by election I should think the thing ought to be settled at this time, 
but as you haven’t said any more, it looks as tho’ it was still uncertain.  If so, how long will it be 
before it is settled?  I hope he will remain at Purdue, for I think it will be better for you, for if he 
stays, he will do a good deal for the sake of keeping you there, and his wishes would probably 
have a good deal to do with it, and his he would surely have influence enough with the 
trustees, to make them pay you enough to keep you there, if he wants to have you stay, which 
he certainly does.  Darling I think that you really ought to stop at Balt[imore]. to see Dr. Brooks 
& Dr. Martin.  I agree with you fully about it, and it will be best to stop on your way home 
rather than on your way back to Purdue.  It will be hard at either end of the vacation, but 
harder at the last end, for then we will neither of us have courage enough to part until the last 
moment.  We will both have another terrible separation staring us in the face, and we will not 
have the courage or the strength to begin it, till we are forced to, and literally torn apart, by a 
thing that neither of us can change.  You know how it was this fall, even when your ticket was 
bought.  (I believe you bought it more, so that you’d be obliged to go early, & if you had your 
ticket you would have to go & couldn’t give in to your strong desire, to put it off till the very last 
minute[)].  I know it would be almost impossible for you to leave here in time to stop at 
Balt[imore]. on your way back to Purdue.  We both think it will be well to stop there, but there 
would be no compulsion about it, and it would be in our power to prevent it.  It is only for our 
own good, and something may be gained by it, but I know that if you dont go to Balt[imore]. on 
your way home, you wont go at all, for when the time comes to go, we’d both risk any thing for 
the sake of a few extra hours.  I know that I could not help teasing you to stay, and I know you’d 
feel just as you did last year Sept[ember]. and your visit to Balt[imore]. would be put off.  
Goodness knows we will find it hard, to wait for our happiness a few extra hours, but then it 
will be all ahead of us, and we can wait for it, when we know it is bound to come, easier than 
we can give it up, when we see every thing black & miserable ahead.  We’ll both be very weak 
at the end of the vacation, & the separation will be longer than this one has been, and it is 
going to break us all up to begin it, and I tell you we will never be able to do it till we are forced 
to, and if it is important for you to see Brooks, & Martin, you had better do it on your way 
home.  I am sure you will hurry your business with them all you can, & will come on to N.Y. as 
soon as possible.  I dont know whether you have told the Madison folks about the plan or not.  
If not, I advise you not to do it, for they’ll write you to call on Belle, & will carry on like mad if 
you dont do as they say, so I wouldn’t give them a chance to say anything.  Then when you 
come home and tell them that you have been there, but didn’t have time to see Belle, that your 
business y used up all your time, they cant say anything, but I know they’ll make a fuss about it 
if you write them before hand, & they have a chance to make plans for you.  You know that Sue 
dont want you to make your own plans, and dont want you to choose for yourself, and even 
didn’t want you to choose your own wife _ tho’t it more important that she should be suited 
with her sister-in-law than that you should be suited with your wife.  I suppose she’ll be 
disgusted if you dont see Belle, but she wont be quite so wild as tho’ she had written you to be 
sure to do so.  If she tells you to, and you dare to follow your own plan, she will take it as 
another insult to your sisters, another proof that you no longer care for them, for if you hurry 
thro’, it wont do them any good, for you wont get to Madison any sooner, and so it will be all 
on my acc’t, and you’ll catch it if you give them a chance to plan for you.  My advice is, that if 



you haven’t already told them of the plan, to keep quiet about it till the last moment, and a day 
or two before you leave, write a letter home, and say that you have decided to come by 
Balt[imore] & Ohio, P or whatever route it is, and that you have decided on it because it will 
give you a little time in Balt[imore], that it is important to see Brooks & Martin and you’d just 
be able to do that and make connections for N.Y.  There wont be time for them to m get an 
answer back, and they cant say much if you come right on, but if they asked you to wait over a 
train to see Belle & you refused they’d have a hard time too get over it, if you and would make 
things pleasant (?) for you.  If you have already told them its all right.  It seems too bad to 
scheme so in regard to them, but they force us to do it.  Things are hard enough already 
without adding any thing more.  We want the fire to go out, and certainly dont want to feed it 
with more fuel, and we have to manage it very carefully, and have to plan & scheme a great 
deal more than either of us like, but it is their fault and not ours.  I hate to have your father 
punished too, but dont know how we can help it, for of course he would have to share his 
letters from you with the others, but if he suffers from it now, we’ll make up for it sometime.  
Darling you ask if I would like some more covers.  Mine is pretty full, but it will hold a few more 
letters.  There my darling[,] that speaks well for me, dont it? & shows I have been pretty faithful 
& that mamma hasn’t been so very bad after all.  You say ”Your letters since I came out here in 
Sept[ember]. have filled one more than as full as it will possibly hold,” and your letters have not 
done that, for there is still room in my cover for a few more.  If you will bring me some when 
you come at Xmas I will be very glad, but I can get along till then, for I have one that I haven’t 
used yet, except to keep my papers in, and when your letters overflow the cover I am using 
now, I can begin to fill the other, one with your dear letters instead of blank paper, for there are 
plenty of places for the paper.  The covers are so nice for the letters, the nicest way to keep 
them.  Darling I think it would be lovely to go to Middletown with you next summer.  Just wait 
till you hear my scheme for next summer, or rather Uncle Ten Eyck’s.  He has made a 
suggestion in case we are married next summer.  He thinks it w can be carried out, and spoke to 
me about it on Thurs[day]. night, but then in such a way that I didn’t think of it for a moment, 
but last night we had quite a long talk on the subject, and I found he was serious, and I listened, 
and was very interested.  I am going to tell you all about it in my letter tonight, for it is a pretty 
long story & I cant write much more.  Mrs. Ellis has invited me to go for a drive.  I usually have 
to refuse, for I am nearly always too busy & have my lessons when she asks me, and so I seldom 
have a chance to go driving.  It is so lovely out today that I couldn’t refuse, and we must start in 
a short time.  I have an invitation to go to Dr. Paxton’s church this evening, but will have a good 
chance to write when I come back, for I am going to sleep upstairs tonight.  We get home at 
nine, or shortly after, and I’ll have time to write quite a long letter.  I’ll send this when I go out, 
and wont keep it to add more, for I know you’ll want it on Tuesday, so you may count this an 
answer to your letter of today, & tonight I’ll answer yesterday’s & Friday’s, and tell you the 
plan, which may prove to be a delightful one, & may amount to nothing.  But it is neither 
impossible or improbable.  Now dont worry yourself because you cant know at once.  A man 
hasn’t any curiosity you know, & so you wont mind waiting from Tuesday afternoon till 
Wed[nesday] morning to learn of about [a] piece of news, & a plan.  I should probably nearly 
die with curiosity and suspense, but I’m a woman, and women are always curious you know, 
but a man never is (?) & dont mind it, they say.  Of course I dont believe it, but then I must 
pretend to, even if it does keep you on the rack now and then.  Well darling it isn’t to keep you 



on the rack at all, but simply because I dont want to start all that and be interrupted.  We didn’t 
have our spree last night after all.  The whole business fizzled out.  Mrs. Ellis wanted to have a 
candy pull & big time, and we expected to, till dinner time and then it all fell thro’.  We had 
company tho’ for Uncle Ten Eyck came.  Mr. Ellis has gone to Chicago on business, will be gone 
for a week or so, so Mrs. E. is alone.  I wonder if she feels as blue & lonely as I do.  She dont 
show it, but I dont believe I show it either.  Mrs. Ellis wanted me to ask you if you had met a 
young lady in Lafayette by the name of Mona or Nona Fally.  I dont know how to spell it, but I 
guess if you have met her, you will know who I mean.  She is very beautiful Mrs. E. says, and 
very attractive, has a lovely character, etc.  I suppose Huston knows her if you dont.  She is not 
in Lafayette very much of the time.  Mrs. Ellis says she is in Boston and different places, & goes 
about a good deal, but I believe her home is in Lafayette.  Mrs. Ellis quite raves about her, & 
told me to be sure to ask you if you had ever met her.  Darling I wish you could get a leave of 
absence for a week or two after school, or rather College opens.  I suppose you could if Barnes 
was there, but that it will hardly be possible under the circumstances.  I’d like so much to have 
you here for Ada’s wedding, and she says “Oh dear!  Isn’t it mean that Harry wont be here.  I 
wish he could stay over.”  She has spoken of it so many times, and I cant tell you how often she 
has expressed a desire to have you here then, & regret when I tell her that I dont see how you 
can stay till the middle of Jan[uary].  I dont suppose you could possibly arrange it, but tho’t, 
even if it was useless to talk of it, it might be a satisfaction to you to know how she feels.  Is 
there any ghost of a chance?   If there is work it for all it is worth.  I dont believe there is, but I 
dont want to take anything for granted, and then perhaps find afterward that it might have 
been arranged if I had only spoken about it in time.  I dont want to torment myself with any 
might have been, so I tell you now.  I dont have any hope that any thing will come of it, but if 
there should be the slightest chance, I dont want to lose it.  Besides I think you’ll be pleased to 
know how much you are wanted, for only her very best friends are to be invited.  And darling I 
would be so very happy if you could be here.   
         Now I have got to go.  With love beyond measure & unending. 
                Ever your own devoted Effie. 
    
        
 


