
                                                                                         Purdue Oct 17 [18]85. 
My own darling Effie: 
          I received your letter tonight at 4:30 & Oh my own how very dear it was to me to hear 
you tell me all that there was in it.  Darling it was a sweet letter[,] full of what I want from you[:] 
love love love.  I want you.  I want to see you[,] to feel your kisses[,] to have all the expressions 
of love from you directly but I cant have these now so I love to have it so that I can see it in your 
letters.  Darling it is all right.  I understand your feeling & respect it & feel that it is better for us 
to wait until you feel that our marriage is the wise course_  You know how I felt about it but I 
have always felt & do still feel just the same that we must act [ill.] each for himself on this.  
Afterward it is time for us to act as a unit.  We are bound to consider the thing apart from the 
consideration of our feelings.  Our judgment must decide us & I am not willing to persuade you 
into the thing against your judgment.  Darling I always have felt so.  I should never have pleaded 
with you to marry me or tried to stir your feelings.  I have always been very glad that you had 
decided in your own mind that you loved me with the real genuine love before I told you of my 
feeling.  I should have trusted you in any case but Effie Darling I should never have known but 
that your love grew out of your pity for me.  Now I know you loved me with all your heart when 
you tho’t it wasn’t returned at all.  I shall always be glad I won it so Effie my own_  I may in 
small things Darling try to tease you around to my plans but I don’t think I shall try to move you 
through your feelings about the greater ones.  I don’t think it is right or fair & while we shall 
never be able to wholly shut our feelings out of the question[,] how can we[,] I don’t want the 
responsibility of stirring you in that way.  Now Darling we are both the better off for the 
discussion of this matter.  We shall have to suffer some.  We can’t be happy apart but we have 
the consciousness that we are doing what we consider the wisest course & that must always be 
a great help. 
        My darling how I wish we could have an hour together[,] one little hour.  I am so glad 
that we didn’t lose many of them last Summer.  They are comforting to look back upon now 
aren’t they my love_  How often we both recall those Summer days & nights when we were so 
happy.  Do you love go back to them too my own?  I know you do & they are very precious to 
you[,] I know very well indeed.  Darling I think that my hardest times almost are when I wake up 
as I often do in the night & get longing for you.  I think it all over & long so to see you_  It cant 
be now but it is bound to be soon.  We shall begin November next week & then it wont be 
much longer.   

You rogue[,] you want to catch me to recall the Joseffy Concert.  Why do you love to 
make me display my poor memory.  I remember meeting you at the Conservatory.  I remember 
going to Chickering hall & I remember going to the box office & I remember where we sat.  I 
remember some things that Joseffy played but the thing I remember best of all was that Effie 
Loag was with me & that I was making her very happy.  I don’t remember the concert one third 
as well as you do but I do remember the Chopan Polonaise that J. played.  But I don’t certainly 
remember another thing that was played & I haven’t the program here.  Now how much have I 
got wrong[,] for of course you will say I have got more or less of it wrong.  J[oseffy] sat with his 
face toward our right hand.  On the left the stage was an organ.  The box office was on the left 
side as you go in.  Now Darling I shall be in an agony of suspense until you tell me how much of 
this I have gotten wrong__   



Do you know Effie Darling I have been rebuked for taking you that time to the concert.  
Certain persons thought I might have taken my sisters who have so few chances to go while you 
have been so very often.  It made me mad at the time & has since too when I have thought of 
it.  I tell you Darling the opposition began long ago.  As to the Concerts Darling your plan is 
good.  I had the idea that your ticket at the Metropolitan ran out in December.  That was the 
reason why I made my suggestion.  Your plan is good & I shall agree to it entirely.  Consider my 
Darling that a ten dollar bill has been given you for the purpose & go when & where you like__  
I wont enclose the bill for the simple reason that I haven’t got it but I am good for it.  You can 
trust me.    And I do hope that the concerts will give you the greatest delight all through as I 
know that they will.  I only wish I might go along but that cant be.    
       I have one complaint Darling that you must let me make.  I don’t want you calling 
yourself a bad penny any more at all.  You arent a bad anything & if you were any coin at all 
sovereign is the only one[,] gold[,] pure gold[,] warranted but bound not to wear out & not 
copper or brass or any other base metal.  So dont let me hear you calling yourself a penny any 
more_  I am not going to sit still & permit any one to call you bad names.  You dear girl[,] you 
arent a bad penny at all.  You are[,] what shall I say____  My Effie that is all.  You aren’t any 
thing else & there isn’t anything or any body else at all like you.  You are the only Effie & you 
are mine.  Isn’t that lovely for me to feel that this treasure I love so is mine[?]  It makes me very 
happy to feel so my Darling & helps me many many times when I feel that you are mine & full 
of love for me all the time.  I guess that the dormitory squabble is about over & that the boys 
will now quiesce.  I was sorry your Sundays letter was so poor a concern but I couldn’t help my 
self __ that time.  I try to write a little better than usual for Sundays__  I had a good friend of 
mine named [Henry F.] Nachtrieb at the Univ. of Minnesota & I send it to you for the part about 
Conn.  It shows you that I am not alone in my opinion of Conn_  You may read the whole letter 
if you can & care to do so tho I imagine the rest won’t be quite so interesting.  Ө Ө Ө Ө.  N. is a 
capital fellow & we had many a good time together.  I was glad to get the Beaufort news from 
him & think they must have had a pretty good time there last year.  I couldn’t have gone so 
regrets are out of place but I wish we might go there this summer for a month & perhaps we 
can.  Who knows but that we may spend August in Beaufort.  I often think of it & you could help 
me a great deal to a very great deal & we should enjoy it very very much.  But wherever we are 
next summer we shall be very happy[,] isn’t that so Darling_  Some times the days go past very 
slowly.  Today has been so.  At other times the[y] fairly seem to hum away.  We are in the 
middle of the week anyhow and I shall have an easy day tomorrow & time for my private work.  
My piano work goes very slowly indeed.  I work still upon the scales & can see a good deal of 
improvement in my fingers but very little in some of the scales.  But I can drop my fingers & 
raise them more firmly & independently than I could when I began & can play expressive parts 
so that they sound much better than they used to did.  I can see the improvement I believe but 
I should be afraid to show you from fear lest you should knock over my happy castle.  At any 
rate I am enjoying the piano & I tell it a good many troubles & it never refuses to listen to my 
complaints.  At least it has never yet refused to do so_  I cut a lot of sections last night & they 
cut as usual beautifully.  I have a mind to send you some sections as a sort of curiosity.  They 
are from the snout of a fetal pig.  That means a pig before it is born at which time many of the 
bones are not bone at all but cartilage.  I am going to try mounting them on a piece of paper & 
if they are good at all I am going to send them to you for the fun of it.  My sections were much 



thinner than the ones I am going to send you.  Of course the color is not natural.  It is due to a 
dye we put in to make the otherwise transparent parts visible_  Now Effie Love I must go to 
work for it is after eight oclock and I have several things I feel I must do tonight if possible.  I 
thank you for the soap.  It hasn’t come yet but will be here in the morning doubtless.  You 
darling[,] how I do want to see you.  It seems at times as if I couldn’t wait but I must wait & 
must try to be patient.  Help my darling by loving letters wont you Darling__  With deepest 
deepest fondest love from your own Harry_ 


