
                                                                                                           Purdue Nov 13 [18]85. 
My own Darling: 
       My letter to the post master caused quite a stir in Rome didn’t it.  I think it is wonderful 
how close they watch the thing but the watching is necessary for without it there would be no 
system & without a system the New York mails couldnt be handled at all.  I am sorry about the 
change but of course we are helpless now.  You will I guess get your letter in the second 
delivery henceforth but not the first.  Keep watch of the thing for a while & let me know.  Did 
you see my letter to the postmaster.  I didn’t think it was strong did you[?]  I was almost afraid 
he would utterly ignore it.  I think the Superintendent was very nice about it & hope that things 
will be all right after this.   
     Didn’t I tell you of my plan to go to Chicago[?]  I tho’t I had done so.  I felt after Brooks 
letter that I ought not put in that holiday time in fun when my resting spell is so near by so I 
wrote to Hitchcock yesterday & told him I shouldn’t be able to come on account of this extra 
work and explained the matter to him & postponed my visit until after christmas.  This will be 
better Darling I know than to go at thanksgiving.  I want to get these things out of the way & 
have the coast all clear for some entirely new work after the beginning of next term.  These 
things have been hanging fire long enough now.  Darling I know you will lament over this but I 
do believe it will be wiser.  Effie my Love[,] I love to have you write so about my little day 
interests as you do about my boarding at Craigs_  I have looked up the matter pretty thoroughly 
& think I had better “stay put” at least for the present.  Mrs. Stockton has become scared by 
Miss Weeds harrowing of her up & by the departure of eight boarders and has braced up 
considerably.  Great trouble is she wont stay braced.  Craigs would be better in some respects[,] 
in others worse.  Mrs. C. & he too are not interesting at all & they have two children who might 
be a nuisance[,] probably would be as they seem rather boisterous.  It isn’t as handy[,] any 
thing like[,] & they have breakfast at 6:45.  I have mine now at about 7:15.  Dont get up till 
seven oclock and then it is that my time saving schemes come into good play.  The two sponges 
& a halo of spray & my big towels.  Hurrah[,] it puts fresh life & vigor into me every day & aids 
me to brace up to the task of the one hundred & [ill.] morning of beef steak.  For the present I 
shall remain for she has improved since her last talking to & next time I will unload at her.  Oh 
Darling if I had you I could be so happy.  I am so well suited other wise but my one great want 
spoils everything _  I am very comfortable tonight.  It is a cold & windy night out & I have a big 
blaze in the grate[,] wood & coal both[,] & it throws out a good warm breath toward me & 
snaps & hisses & cracks away & breaks the dreary lonely monotony of silence here.  Fritz looks 
ready to jump out of his picture at me, but he dont jump & I hear you calling me love names all 
through your letter.  I have lots to make me happy but I haven’t what I want most of all_  
Darling I like so much better to have you spell out the love name than to omit it & let me 
imagine it.   And you precious[,] you wrote a sign in the seal of the envelope too tonight.  The 
letter has made me very happy & kept me so all the evening & is a red letter letter__   
        Today has been Friday & another work in the school week has gone.  I believe I enjoy 
Friday night better than any other in the week for it is the end of the week of work.  Saturday 
always goes too fast & Sunday!  Well Sunday isnt always the happy day Sunday ought to be.  I 
get so wild on Sundays for what I cant have have & want so much__  I went up to see Miss Elder 
a little while this evening.  Miss W. was away with some of the girls at the Rink to chaperone 
them.  Miss E. wanted to be remembered to you.  She is always so cheery & happy she does 



one good.  Whatever her trials[,] they dont show & she is a means of grace.  At first I used to 
think   to think there wasn’t much to her but she has a good big heart & a fund of good nature 
& some brains but I think a heart is worth more than brains any day.  Both are best.  If I cant 
have both I’ll take the heart for every day & three times per diem__  I wonder Darling if you 
found time to write to the people at home__  Do just as you are fit about that.  Dont write 
unless you owe them something.  I must write to Sue before she leaves Philad[elphi]a I guess.  
The letter was the most old time like of any I have had in a long time from her.  Mag has 
petered clean out & Carrie writes the best letter of any of the girls.  There goes ten oclock bell.  
Goodness.  I havent done a thing tonight but I made a discovery this afternoon & that is good 
enough of one day__ ___  I have just eaten a piece of mince pie I stole from the dinner table 
because I wanted to work some this afternoon & didn’t want any impeding from the work of 
digesting such villainous stuff as mince pie.  I feel better & shall soon go to bed & get a good 
rest & be ready to do some thing tomorrow I hope_  Now Darling I am going to leave you.  I 
want to do a little work getting ready for something I want to do tomorrow.  I will find time to 
add a line to this in the morning.  With deepest Love[,] my own Darling little girl 
       from your own loving 
                     Harry____ 
 

Darling give me a good morning kiss & another & another.  Oh you dear dear girl[,] I am 
so glad to be awake again for I had dreams about you absent & where I couldn’t get to you last 
night & I had rather be awake for it dont require a strong imagination based on your letters & 
[ill.] last summer to picture happier scenes than that dream_  Darling darling darling[,] how I do 
love you & I know that you are in the same state concerning me & love & long for your absent 
mate as I do.  Darling I don’t mind your telling me about the longing.  I like to hear it said it is so 
because it is I you are longing for_ 
         Darling I want to hear from the bangs_  Tell me how your forehead looks, I will let you 
wear the bangs if you want to[,] only please prepare me for it.  The mustache is forming and I 
believe it is going to be stronger than ever before.  It isn’t what you term fierce yet but it is 
quite a mustache I think & I wont cut it again before I come home_  I do hope I can leave in five 
weeks from today.  I don’t want to say here over that last Sunday if I can help it.  Five weeks will 
be long enough goodness knows_  You dear sweet darling girl you[,] I want to get to you.  I 
want to see you just awfully and to hear your voice[,] the sweetest voice in all the world to 
me[,] & hear you call my name & look love out of your eyes_  Oh Darling I do want you so I can 
hardly stand it.  I want some petting from you[,] you dear girl.  No one pets me now.  Except 
what I can extract from your letters I get none_  But your letters contain more than all the rest 
of the world put together could give.  Darling I love you with my whole heart & my first thought 
all the time is for My Effie, My own Darling_ 
         Darling I must leave you now but I will come again with fondest deepest truest 
everlasting love & devotion[,] my own darling Effie[,] for you 
         from your own 
               Harry____ 
 



Darling Imagine hundreds of kisses & caresses for I think of them every often & send 
them tho they arent as good as one real kiss & to hold you in my arms one minute.  Darling I 
hate to be so far far far away & not able to come to you_ 
     Darling Darling Darling [underscored three times] Darlingn_  __ 
          Your own Harry _ 
 
                                                                                                      Purdue Nov 14 [18]85. 
My own Darling Darling Effie 
        I don’t want you to have a bit of the “I took the hurt feeling.”  There oughtn’t ever to be 
any of that sort of feeling between us_  You ought to be free & I ought to be free to ask or 
refuse without the least fear.  You said you would be a bit short of money until June quarters 
pay camed due & so Darling I send you the ten dollars I gave you for the concerts.  You Darling 
girl[,] I wish I could go with you & enjoy them but I can’t.  Choose as you please__  I see that 
there was one this last week.  I send you a clipping.  I judge you didn’t go to it.  There goes the 
pastoral symphony_  I forgot to have the note marked Station G. & you may have to go to the 
main office but ask the Superintendent if you can’t communicate with the main office by mail 
instead of going down.  I guess he can fix that for you_  I can’t write more at present my Love.  I 
am too busy__  I am going to call at Mrs Barnes tonight with W. & E.  I don’t know how much of 
a letter I can write tonight.  With loads of love & kisses innumerable for my Effie  
     from you own loving 
              Harry____ 
       


