
                                                                                                       Purdue Nov 17 [18]85. 
My darling Effie: 
      Today has been my busy day_  All days are busy but Tuesdays & Thursdays especially so.  
I got away from the breakfast table at 7:45 & went over to the library to mail your letter[,] then 
came back[,] made my bed & cleaned up the room a bit & by 8 oclock I had settled down to 
read over my physiol[ogy] lesson which took 15 min_ & spent the rest of the time until nine 
oclock on the Fasciolaria drawings_  10:15 chapel[,] 10:30—12:30 students in mammalian 
anatomy & histology[,] four in all_  I put in some of my time[,] when not actually helping the 
students[,] on the college collection of plants[,] naming & labeling them.  From 12:30 till 1:30 
dinner.  I spent about 30 minutes at the table & the rest of the time variously_  During the 
morning I entertained for a few minutes a distinguished visitor[,] C.V. Reiley of Washington[,] 
who is the U.S. Entomologist.  He is smart but he didn’t strike me favorably.  He was too 
patronizing & too groveling in his notions of zoology.  For instance he asked me on seeing a 
skeleton if our work was in mounting & such work on bones.  I told him we were too short of 
time to devote it in mounting skeletons.  He is an awfully handsome fellow & Miss E. & W went 
about wild over him.  After dinner I had a two hour seance with the Sophomores.  They are 
struck by the name of the animal they are at present studying.  The name is Aglaopheneia[,] not 
so dreadfully bad is it?  After they had gotten through there was a faculty meeting.  At 4:30 
your letter came but I didn’t get out f[aculty]. m[eeting] till 5:10.  Then I read it & afterward had 
a bath & then went to supper_  I feel every night as if I should enjoy a tub.  The chalk & dirt & 
dust[,] fat of old bones[,] blood[,] dried chemicals[,] acids[,] alkalis[,] etc all which you are liable 
to run against in a lab. seem to spread all over & shut up the very pores of the skin & a good 
wash is the most refreshing thing one can have_  After supper Luzader came in.  His wife does 
my washing & he came to get it.  He was blue & told me he had been discharged.  He is the 
campus man_  Dr S. had made several changes & this is one of them so he stayed to be 
comforted & used up my practice hour_  Then I sat down at 7 & wrote till eight but the letter 
didn’t suit me & I tore it up.  At eight I began drawing & succeeded well at that & kept it up till 
10:30 and it is now almost 11. PM & my bed time.  There darling[,] you have my day & it is one 
of many for they are all about like this one.  That is what I have done so far as outsiders could 
see but internally I have done much more for there hasn’t been many moments during the day 
when I haven’t had some thought about you & I do every day.  Now I must answer your letter & 
then go to bed.  Dr Smart didn’t get his appointment.  It was given to a Mr. Edgerton of Fort 
Wayne[,] one of our trustees.  His picture you will find in the current Harpers Weekly & a capital 
picture it is too.  Mr. E. is a real old gentleman of the school of 25 years ago.  He retains the 
mode of dress of that period & has been the subject of many jokes in the papers since his 
elevation[,] revived fossil of dead generation, returns to Washington to see the changes 
wrought by quarter of a century of Republican administ[ration].[,] old school democrat, 
member of congress 25 years ago_  He is a fine man.  I know him & admire him very much & 
feel sure he will do a good thing.  Dr. S. stays here for the present.  He is well disposed toward 
me & I want to keep him so but I am not very anxious to return to Purdue_  Of course I shall 
look at every opening but I shall make a strike for some thing east.  As for telling my people 
about my plans in regard to stopping in New York Baltimore I hope I have better sense than to 
do any thing of the sort.  I havent told them & dont mean to & they wont know anything about 
it till it is all over & talk can’t do any more harm than most of their talking.    



I think Adas invitation to me to be present at her wedding is very pleasant but of course 
I cant accept.  I dont know just when I shall have to return but I cant stay away so long as that. 
You may be sure I should do so without the inducement of the wedding tho I should be glad to 
be present on that occasion.  You will have to give her my regrets for I know it is an utter 
impossibility.  There was no harm in speaking of it but it isn’t possible.  Oh I only do wish it 
was___  I don’t think you really think that I am less anxious to get to you than you are to see 
me.   Darling I am wild to get home & shall have a hard struggle to stop over to see B. & 
M[artin] but I feel that I really must do it & especially to see Brooks_  I shouldn’t if I could 
escape.  You feel the same way about it I am sure Darling & realize the necessity.  You don’t 
think it is easy for me to do it do you Effie mine.  I really dont do it for my personal gratification 
but only because I don’t feel that shall be able to stop on the way back & so feel that I ought to 
stop.  I judge you from the tone of your letter that you thought it pretty dubious about going to 
Madison.  I should like to have you go but I couldn’t blame you one bit for not going ___  It is a 
shame things are as they are.  I feel horribly about it & especially about Sue who is worst_  I 
shall be glad if they ever come around.  I suppose they will as usual be as sweet as sugar & 
never let on any thing has been the matter all of a sudden.  I must stop now darling.  I am glad 
you have a room to yourself for a while.  I hate to have you all three tucked into that basement 
room__  Oh Dear will the time ever come when we can be happy.  Good night my own Darling 
little girl with deepest fondest love ever 
        from your own loving 
                  Harry_ 


