
                                                                                                             Purdue Nov 22 [18]85. 
My own darling Effie: 
      By the time Sunday night comes around I am generally blue & miserable enough.  I have 
felt pretty good all day but writing home generally knocks me and I don’t feel as much like 
writing the sort of letter I could wish to you darling as I did this afternoon_  In the first place 
Effie Darling I don’t want you to hesitate to write anything whatever that you think or feel.  I 
had much rather you would do it & believe it is far the wiser course.  I wont be so horrid again 
as I was last year when you feared I was overworking_  But Effie Love I am not over working and 
I shall be in the best of trim for the vacation & you must not let your self have the least alarm 
on the subject_  I get about eight hours sleep every night & feel splendidly most of the time[,] 
sleep well all night[,] fall asleep at once & feel bright & good all day.  I feel at times during the 
day a little weary after long standing or anything like that.  Sometimes I don’t sit down except 
a[t] noon from 9 till 3:30 & after those days I am tired but I am not driving myself to work for I 
can’t work then.  Last winter I couldn’t work as I do now_  I hadn’t rest of mind enough to do it.  
I cant cut good sections[,] make good drawings or study any thing out with any comfort when I 
am so utterly miserable as I was last winter.  It is horrible to bring it up in memory & from 
christmas on was just simply frightful.  I am every way better now than I was then tho I get the 
blues now & then this year_  If I promise not to tear up any letter I write to you I shall of course 
keep it & I will promise it if you wish it.  In the letter I tore up there was a miserable lot about 
the Madison people and I tho’t I might better cut it out & did so.  I suppose that we shall have 
to consider that they behave after their own fashion but mean all aright.  I read Carries letter to 
you.  It was very pleasant indeed.  I shall be glad to have you to go up there for Thanksgiving & 
will send a letter to reach you there then.  At least I will try to do so tho I am not informed at all 
about the mails there.  The girls never pretend to answer my letters & I haven’t the remotest 
idea as to most of them whether they are ever received & I don’t much care whether they are 
or not.  I wouldn’t write at all except for the row it would make for they never tell me any thing 
much in their letters and the letters aren’t worth much as a source of home news__  Effie 
Darling I will mail a letter here on Tuesday morning to Madison & you must be sure to go to the 
P.O. in Madison on Thursday Evening if you can without causing remark or on Friday morning 
before you leave Madison.  I will mail only one letter to you at Madison__  I could send the 
letter you miss on Wednesday morning to some place in Orange if you think best & would look 
up the mail there__  There have been several changes among the employees about which I 
must tell you.  Eliott the gard[e]ner has been replaced by a new man from Pennsylvania.  He is a 
jew from Holland I think & he seems to be well posted & promises to modernize the green 
house[,] remove some five hundred antique geraniums etc.  He has brought a lot of orchids 
with him[,] also some bulbs of the modern waterlittleslillies & Dr. S. has given orders to 
construct a pond or large tank in front there in which Van _____ can raise the vegetables he 
prizes so_  He will make a fair show in the green house I am persuaded.  He was at Mrs. [ill.] 
orchid sale & raved about it in proper form__  Eliott is to have charge of the campus as I have 
already told you in Leuzaders  place until Dr. S. can find him some other place.  E. was no more 
fit to run the g.h. than Leuzader much.  He didn’t improve things any or keep the thing going.  
He merely took care of the old stock & didn’t spread out a bit.  Have I ever told you that Miss 
Shoemaker is engaged to Mr. Fritz[,] the man who has charge of the farm?  I think I have told 
you so.  Well the news is that Mr. F. is discharged & will go to his home in Michigan & what will 



Miss Shoemaker do then poor thing?  He is a dreadful stick & Miss S. must be crazy.  They go 
every where together & I guess they are as happy as is required by love or were until the 
prospect of this separation yawned before them & now I pity them from the fullness of my own 
experience.  And who is to run the farm in Mr. Fritz place?  Why Professor Troop will undertake 
that function so at last I guess Prof Troop will find something to do for thus far no one has 
observed that Troop did very much of any thing.  I guess I told you at the time of it of Troops 
mistaking a crab for a spider.  Now a crab has ten legs & a spider has eight and it is about as 
funny for a person who has ever studied zoology to mistake them as it would be for a person in 
ordinary life to mistake a rooster for a cat or vice versa.  Webster gets tired whenever Troop 
turns up.  Troop is the professor entomology & Webster is a U.S. Entomologist & knows the 
names of all the bugs in Christendom & all their secrets[,] where they build their nests in 
Summer etc[,] quite after the manner of the ’ittle Hiawatha.  What did Troop do the other week 
but call a bug [to the left a large oval drawing][,] as big as this outline[,] a very large bug as you 
would think if he bit you once[,] a beetle.  Now one way to distinguish the bugs readily from the 
beetle is the shape structure of the wing.  In the beetle the whole wing cover or front wing is 
hard while in the bug one half is hard & the rest is papery.  Also the mouth is very different as 
you may have noticed in the case of the familiar bed bug.  Now for a professor of Entomology 
to commit such a blunder reflects on the prof of entomology.  I think he will be better on the 
farm than Fritz ten times over & I don’t see how he could be worth much to the students he has 
to teach.  I had such a neat letter from Appleton today.  I enclose it to let you see how pretty it 
looks.  It is written by W[illia]m Appleton himself I think.  You see it says he gives me the Le 
Conte free of charge which is fortunate for me as I should have bought it any how for I had 
determined to use it any how in place of the one hitherto used.  I have never used or read this 
work & I believe that a change of textbook is a good thing.  I anticipate a good deal of pleasure 
as well as a good deal of hard work in trying to teach these students geology__ 
          I will tell you the very primest joke I have heard in a long time.  Last year the girls ran an 
anti-slang society[,] had a constitution & by-laws[,] officers[,] etc and were very active.  The 
thing met once a week to discuss lists of slang words heard & to note on doubtful cases.  There 
was a fine imposed on those using slang & at the end of the year the girls used the money to 
give a candy pull_  Last week this years girls met to reorganize the society.  They elected officers 
& then proceeded to fine any recent slang.  Soon one was repeated who had used the word 
“kid” meaning thereby “a young person.”  A violent altercation at once ensued among the girls 
as to whether “kid” was a slang term & in the fury that ensued all the officers resigned & the 
whole society busted up & now there is no anti-stand society in Purdue Univ.  I consider that 
really quite rich[,] a real gem in its way & am much tempted to contribute it to Harpers Drawer.   
Last night I went over with Huston to supper again__  My conscience troubles me about some 
thing Huston gave me the other night[,] Friday night.  He has some very fine whiskey which he 
gets direct from the distillery.  It hasnt a single particle of the poisons that are put into the 
manufactured article that one buys even at the drug store.  He knows its whole history & it is 
nothing but alcohol & water with the aromatic oils that give it the peculiar individuality of 
whiskey.  I asked him for some of it & he gave me about ¼ of a pint.  He was short & couldn’t 
spare any more.  That night I was up all night in the rain I wished I had some thing of the sort 
very much & I have gotten this expressly for use on such occasions_  Now Effie my darling[,] I 
know your feeling about whiskey & I don’t blame you one bit for having it & am glad you have 



it.  But I want you [to] know what I do & so I tell you & will banish the article if you say so.  I 
needn’t of course tell you anything about it but I had rather not do things in that way.  I don’t 
mean to do anything I know you object to & I should feel mean to keep the stuff about if I knew 
you didn’t know it & was afraid to have you know it.  Now Darling I know all about whiskey.  I 
know its uses & its abuses & I have the whiskey strictly as a medicine.  I do not think it is wise to 
be without a strong stimulant at hand and I have only gone without because I am unwilling to 
use the stuff you can buy ordinarily.  I had rather use alcohol & have done so in preference__  
Now Darling I tell you this fact because I say I don’t want to do things under cover that I know 
you object to_  I needn’t say that I havent used any of it yet.  There has been no occassion but I 
do want it about for the stomach ache which I do have at times bad & which has helped me a 
great deal in that & for similar medicinal purposes.  If darling you don’t want me to have it let 
me know & I will banish it for the sake of your feelings__ 
         Miss Elder came in here this evening & we had quite a Sunday evening sing.  I did enjoy 
it so very much & wish she would do it every Sunday evening__  Now Darling I will stop & as it is 
after ten oclock I will get ready for bed.  Darling I do want you awfully.  It makes me wild at 
times.  Write me another love letter darling pretty soon wont you___  Oh Effie Love[,] it is awful 
to have you so far away & be away from you so long__  Darling take all the amusement & 
change you can get & make the time as pleasant in every way as you can for yourself for it is 
bound to be very hard at best.  Now Effie Darling[,] kiss me my own & good night you dear girl 
      with fondest love darling 
          ever your own loving 
                  Harry__ 
P.S. Darling I hesitate when to send this.  You may perhaps get it on Wednesday before you 
leave for Orange.  If not I had better send to meet you at Madison on Wednesday night.  I wish 
you had told me what to do_  If it don’t turn up in the first delivery you could get it by going to 
the office in Station G_ but it may not occur to you to do that.  I will send it to N.Y. any how & 
they can forward it if you leave word & get it almost as soon.  With deepest love 
          Your own Harry. 
  
 


