
                                                                                                            Purdue Nov 23 [18]85. 
My darling Effie 
      Another day is gone & I am glad of it.  Tomorrow & the hard part of the week is over 
with.  I find that Miss S. isn’t doing what the botanical students require & I shall have to 
virtually run that work or at least put a good deal more of my time upon it.  It isn’t because she 
don’t want to[,] I am sure[,] but I believe she can’t.  She is a well intentioned person but she 
simply can’t run those college students & get the work out of them.  Some are apparently doing 
pretty well but others are doing just about nothing at all_  Dr Smart worries a good deal over 
the matter for the students are affected with sore eyes & inability to use the microscope to an 
alarming extent. 
        I went to the city this PM and inquired about the time of trains for N.Y. via Baltimore[,] 
also direct.  I can leave here at 1:35 & arrive in B. in 24.½ hours.  Isnt that fine[?]  I can also do 
what I wish there in that afternoon & get into New York by midnight or thereabout.  Wont that 
be fine too.  Oh Effie Love[,] I do wish it was to be this week & not next month.  It seems a good 
way off yet.  The ticket I thought of wont work but there is to be a railroad war I believe & St 
Louis rates will be down they say.  I don’t know whether it will help me or not.  The regular fare 
is 17.50 to Balt. and 5.10 from there to New York.  That is about the same as I should pay by 
Central with sleeper tickets straight thro it [to] N.Y. by B & O are $20.10.  I think it will be a good 
way for me to go and would be about as expeditious as any after all except for the stop at 
B[altimore]_  You may depend I shall not waste any time there. 
         I had a conference with Dr Smart this afternoon about my future prospects here.  He 
told me that the board has its meeting next week & that he has no doubt about being able to 
keep me next year if I will teach psychology & political Economy beside taking all the zoological 
work_  He said over all the nice things I have told you from him before & some new ones 
including Brayton.  He thinks I made a big hit there for both myself & the school & said he was 
very anxious to keep me here & that he thought he could do so[,] was sure he could do so if I 
would take work outside of my own specialty.  I would do this & stay rather than go to a high 
school or some such place_  He will let me know the decision of the board on my case as soon 
as the board adjourns.  And I will let you know the earliest possible moment thereafter. 
       Darling I want you to feel that we are never going to have another separation anyhow[,] 
no matter which turns up_  I told Dr Smart that I should not come back unless I had a salary 
enough to marry on & he said he believed I was right.  If I don’t get that I shall resign my 
position and hunt up work East.  I can’t leave you again as I had to this year for I was pushed by 
debts & I shall not be next year_  If we are near together we won’t suffer in this way & can 
stand it until we consider it wise to marry.  Of course Darling[,] if we were married I should feel 
that I must do anything for a living, but while I have only myself to support I feel I shall feel 
loath to give up biology_  I don’t see any reason why we cannot marry in June or as soon as you 
wish & I hope we shall consider it wise to do so but if we do not then we shan’t be far apart for I 
can’t stand it more than another year & I believe you can’t.    
        I had a good letter from Carrie this morning.  She spoke very pleasantly about your 
letter & your coming up_  I wonder that she & the others hadn’t before your letter thot of your 
going to Madison for Thanksgiving & said something about the matter.  I can’t understand them 
I must say.  It must be complete indifference on their part for they are always pleasant enough 
when they get started[,] only they never seem to start.  One would suppose that Carrie or Mag 



would take interest enough in you when you are to be their sister-in-law to speak a word about 
you once in a while.  Carrie writes very pleasantly & her silence must have been due to sheer 
indifference & not at all to angry feelings or anything of the sort_  I believe she simply dont care 
unless we stir her up & much is the same is true of Mag_  If you make the first move she is as 
sweet as honey but she don’t care enough to move first or else is too proud to own that she 
cares a cent about you_  Such treatment galls me awfully for I should have hoped for a little 
more attention for you from the girls.  I was much pleased at the way Carrie wrote & I believe it 
was genuine & from the heart.  The simple fact is that the girls have no sentiment toward you in 
particular as growing out of our relation_  Carrie can enthuse pages over that townsend trash & 
Sue can go into rhapsodies over Nell [Ill.] or Belle Tudor.  Mag never goes into rhapsodies so we 
can excuse her.  I suppose I ought to feel happy over Carrie’s & Mags position & I do feel quite 
so but I don’t feel that I have made the four females at home undisguisedly happy by my choice 
& it isn’t altogether pleasant to feel so.  They are chronic & constitutional grumblers & wouldn’t 
have been pleased if I had brought them for a sister the Queen of Sheba.  We can only hope 
that as time runs along they will all of them come around & permit some thing like sympathy 
between me & them again.  I can’t help getting into this condition every time I think about the 
thing.  If my denunciation of a mere friend[,] that Mr Mack Alister[,] could make Sue feel so bad 
she ought to see what her attitude toward you must make me feel like[,] for you aren’t a mere 
chance acquaintance to me as he is to her.  The girls have never been so rough and if it weren’t 
for Sue I believe they would come around beautifully.  I wish Sue would go away & spend the 
Christmas holidays.  I could spare her very easily indeed_ 
        Now darling I oughtn’t to have written in this way for it does no good but I haven’t a single 
other person to tell my blues to.  I never write despondent letters home no matter how I feel.  
They are forbidden___  Good night my own darling with such a load of love from your own 
                        Harry. 
 
      I wonder if you will receive this in Madison my own Darling_  I don’t know for sure that 
your going there.  You didn’t say anything definite in the letter is which you wrote about going 
& didn’t mention the matter in your last letter.  I am going to send this to Madison on the 
chance.  Darling I do wish I could be with you.  I long so awfully to see you.  Dear dear girl I do 
hope we can decide to marry in the summer & put an end to this horrible sort of life__  I want 
your letter today to be a love letter.  I need one to set me up for I am getting one of my big blue 
streaks on again.  Effie Love I am so sorry that you have lost the room again.  Of course your 
mother feels that she must have the money from that room but I think really that she ought to 
turn things around some way so as to have a little bit more comfortable quarters for herself & 
the others.  I cant see how the comforts & pleasures of the city p compensate for the horrid 
way she & you & Jule must live in the winter.  But she knows better thany any one else how to 
attend to her own business.  There goes the bell.  I must take this & mail it at once or it may 
miss the morning mail.  Goodbye Darling 
        with fondest love   
           from your own 
                Harry 
 
       


