
                                                                                                     Purdue Nov 5th [18]85 
My own darling Effie 
       I want to make sure of getting in this clipping.  Don’t struggle with it.  Let Mr Z. try it & 
perhaps it will be a blessing to society by ruining his voice forever.  Your letter came this 
evening and I stopped studying fossils a little while & read the dear thing through.  What a 
lovely present you received from Mrs. McDonal Oh I see now on reading it over I made a great 
mistake.  I got the notion in my head it was that awful talking machine, but you must mean Mrs 
Cohen of course_  Now I understand.  I havent got your lesson hours quite straightened out.  
They have kept stringing in[,] so won’t you send me a correct schedule Darling.  I think the dress 
is a lovely present and you must feel fine.  I wish you would get vaccinated.  It don’t cost much 
and I believe firmly in it.  Four years ago is quite some time back.  If there is no use in it[,] it 
wont take any how & if there is use you ought to have it.  I hope darling you will do this to put 
my mind at rest for you are so exposed to all the possibilities of catching it and I will feel much 
easier if there is a bit of danger if you are vaccinated.  Please try it and if it takes then be glad as 
I shall that you may have escaped something very much worse_  I do hope darling that you will 
please me in this even if you think yourself that it is nonsense_  I don’t want you to run the very 
slightest risk with small pox or any thing else when the prevention is so simple & so cheap__  A 
large fraction of our trouble from diseases comes from inattention to the prevention & we pay 
for it in the cure with heavy interest & often great suffering__ 
          I am wading through the fossils in the geological museum & it is a terrible job I can tell 
you.  They are in the most dreadful tangle I ever heard of & I cant understand how anyone 
could ever let them get into such a state.  I wish I could have the time & some money to put on 
the thing.  I could make a very nice show then very easily __ for there is really a lot of very good 
material there.  If you were here now I should be dreadfully tempted to rope you in an hour or 
two a day to write labels.  I wonder how you would enjoy it.  You see darling I want you useful 
as well as ornamental.  Do you know Effie mine this is to be your Sunday letter?  I shall not have 
to write many more before I shall come home[,] only five or at most six.  Wont it be grand not 
to have to write letters after we are married for then we shall be together all the time & can tell 
more by a look than we can now in ten pages.  Tonight was my night for reading Civil War & I 
was up in Miss Weeds room an hour or thereabouts.  We haven’t done any talking on personal 
topics this year but I am positive that Miss W. is suffering from some mental trouble a good 
deal.  I am sure her summer was more a curse than a blessing and I feel very sorry for her for 
she seems to be very blue this year all the time.  She never speaks of her self or her private 
history to me or to Miss Elder but I was talking with Miss E. about it today & she has noticed the 
very same thing & thinks as I do as to its cause.  She is more irritable than she was last year and 
less in a joking humor_  Miss E. is more steady & really this year I believe Miss Elder helps me 
more than Miss W. tho the latter seems all right too.  I feel awfully sorry for her for I do think 
she is all the time in great mental distress.  Lately too Miss W has had a great deal of trouble 
from her eyes so that she has about no use of them at all[,] not quite that bad but almost.   

Last night I invited Floyd & his sister to come in here & use my piano.  He plays the 
cornet & she accompanies him.  They are very fond of each other[,] if he is a scamp & makes 
me some trouble[,] and I felt sure it would give them great pleasure to come in.  I let them 
alone & they enjoyed themselves very much & so I did too in their enjoyment tho I can’t say 
quite the same of the music.  I have told you about the smoke in Winchesters room & I know a 



boy in college like this appreciates a little thing of that sort.  I shall give them another chance 
some night a week or so hence__    

We are having a streak of the most disconsolate weather[,] rain rain rain every day.  It 
has been so dark that I could hardly use the microscope in the afternoon all this week.  I hope it 
will soon let up.  You havent told me lately how you are physically.  I judge the hay fever has all 
gone.  Do you feel strong & fresh & vigorous or tired & have you any headache.  Is your 
digestion good[?]  Have you any nausea[?]  You must tell me about these things.  Has there 
been any return of the malarial turn you had the other day.  I am in the best of health[,] the 
picture of it[,] & when the weather is clear I feel pretty good[,] the rest of the time moderately 
so.  Now darling I must stop & go to bed but I hope to finish this sheet in the morning.  It is now 
11:30 p.m.  I went to the museum after I left Miss Weeds room & overstayed my time.  Good 
night my own darling Effie with tenderest thoughts & love all the time 
        from your own loving 
               Harry__ 
Ө Ө Ө Ө Ө  
Ө Ө Ө Ө Ө 
 

Darling I must not forget to bon mots from Craigs Examination papers.  He wanted the 
plurals written to nouns of which he gave the singular hazard  ans. hazardous.  I suppose the 
fellow meant hazardess what ever that is.  Dude plural duchess or I think he gave duchess & 
wanted the singular which was given dude. 
      Friday morning.  My darling darling Effie Good morning_ You dear dear girl[,] I wonder if 
this will reach you on Sunday.  I should behave better than the letters if I were in New York on 
Sunday for I shouldn’t lie all day quietly in a duty office.  I shouldn’t ever make you hunt me up 
you dear creature.  I should not be able to keep quiet all day.  Oh darling I feel just the same 
longing all the time & when a fit of the blues is added to the normal every day strain I get pretty  
miserable.  I want you.  That is the whole thing summed up in a word & I can’t be content 
unless I have you_  Darling[,] this wonderful wonderful love[,] I feel as if I could give up anything 
sooner than it.  In me it is the strongest ruling force I ever was subject to next to my own sense 
of right and wrong.  I wish I had a little more control of it for it does make me dreadfully 
miserable sometimes.  If I could control it I could get the good out of it & leave the bad but I 
cant control it so I have to take the good with the bad.  It fills me all up[,] this feeling[,] and I 
have to follow its lead for it has entire possession.  Now Darling I must mail this. 
     Good bye with fondest love 
          from Harry_ 
 


