
         No. 54 West 46th St. 
               N.Y. Dec. 7th 1885. 
My own darling darling Harry, 
      I didn’t have as much time for my letter yesterday as I wanted, and certainly not as quiet 
a time, and I feel almost sure that it will not seem to you as I meant it to.  I was so dissatisfied 
with it when I came to look it over, and wished I had time to write eleven sheets more and tell 
you all I longed to tell you, but I couldn’t do it and so sent the letter as it was.  I gave you the 
history of the trouble as you seemed to want it, and as the time spread over an entire week, it 
took a good deal of time, and space to go over it all, and it didn’t leave enough time to tell you 
about some other things I wanted to say, but I do hope my darling that it will show you that I’m 
all right since your dear letter came yesterday morning.  My darling I do realize that your 
position is a peculiar one, and very hard & trying, and the way the girls act make[s] it so much 
worse than it need be.  It makes me furious, and your letter this morning shows me that they 
have written the same kind of letters since Thanksgiving.  It seems very very strange & I cannot 
understand them at all.  Did they mention my visit at all, or did they just ignor[e] it.  Please tell 
me for I want to know how they took it, and if they told you anything about it.  Some how or 
other, tho’ you didn’t say so, I imagine from the tone of your letter than if they mentioned my 
visit at all, they did it in an indirect way, and didn’t tell you any details at all, and that it was a 
disappointment to you.  Tell me if I am right.  I may be all wrong but that is what I imagined 
when I read your letter.  And now while we are on this subject I must answer your letter that 
came Friday, in regard to our best plan for the holidays.  I think darling that our first plan is 
best, to stay here till Xmas, then go to Madison.  It is the only thing I can do, for I dont think I 
can possibly leave home before Xmas.  I cant give up my lessons much before then I fear, for 
they dont seem at all wild to take a vacation, and I think that if we stay here till Xmas, & the 
Madison folks dont see you till then they’ll feel a little hard, but they haven’t been so very 
considerate of your feelings, and have hurt you constantly for over a year, and if it is the best 
we can do they must make the best of it.  I think however darling that you had better go to 
Madison and spend the day sometime before Xmas, and go alone, so that they can have you all 
to themselves.  It will be very hard for us both to do it this but I think it is our duty.  I will take a 
vacation from my lessons between Xmas & New Years, that is certain.  I am bound to have it 
any how, [ill.] and I am going to have the week before too if I possibly can, but I cant be so sure 
of that.  If I cant manage it, you might go to Madison when I go to Orange, spend the day with 
them, & meet me at Orange, & come home with me that night.  I can see that if we stay here till 
Xmas, they will be dreadfully cut up if they dont see you for all that time, and especially your 
father, & I suppose that you will have to do at least that much.  They’ll probably be dissatisfied 
about it, but we cant help that, and we wont give them a chance to say that you didn’t go near 
them in all that time.  If every thing is pleasant there we will spend Xmas week there, but if we 
find that it is not so, they will have to pay for it by losing you for the vacation, for we cant have 



our little time together unhappy.  We have to suffer too much the rest of the year and we must 
have every thing happy for the time we are together.  Our only cloud must be the tho’t of 
separation, and if we are not happy at Madison we wont stay.  I must spend part of my Xmas 
home anyhow.  But my darling I am not anticipating any trouble.  I believe every thing at 
Madison will be pleasant as it was on Thanksgiving.  But I believe we will find it harder to be by 
ourselves there than here, for I know mamma will make allowance for us during that little time, 
and will not make a fuss if we sit up late.  Did you know that your Aunt Mag & Jule & John are 
invited to Madison to spend Xmas.  I know you’ll feel disappointed about that as I am, for the 
more company there is the slimmer our chances, but of course this has nothing to do with it, & 
we have no right to worry over it.  But last summer when there was company we had so many 
places to go, but it wont be the same in the winter, and I fear we’ll have a hard time.  Then the 
girls always sit up so much later in the winter, and you know your Aunt Mag never goes till the 
last horn blows, and she’ll hang around as long as there is any one to talk to.  Then if the boys 
from Phil[adelphia]. are there too, we will have a pretty slim chance, unless we go out of the 
house, and the walking there is so dreadful if there is a storm, for there is no sidewalk and here, 
if every thing else fails, we can go out to walk.  But I wont worry, for we’ll have a good time 
anyhow and I guess we’ll find some way.  They say “lovers always find a way” and I guess if 
there is a way we’ll find it.    
      Darling you dont seem sure of seeing Brooks but keep saying you think you’ll be able to 
see him.  I dont understand about it at all.  What are you going to Baltimore for?  I tho’t it was 
on purpose to see Brooks, and yet in your letter today you say “I shall try and see Brooks in 
Baltimore” as tho’ you didn’t know whether you’d see him or not.  I dont see why you keep 
speaking in this way about it.  In the first place you said you must see Brooks, and now it is that 
you must go to Baltimore whether you see Brooks or not, and you say you’ll try to see Brooks, 
as tho’ that wasn’t the chief thing but something you’d like to do if you had time.  Why do you 
act so funny about making an engagement with him?  I dont see any sense in going to 
B[altimore]. on an uncertainty.  You dont say you dont want to follow my suggestion and my 
make an appointment, but write in such a funny way about the Balto [Baltimore] plan.  What do 
you want to do at Peabody Library[?]  I dont understand that part at all.  In fact I get more & 
more mystified all the time about your Balto [Baltimore] business.  It evidently isn’t so awfully 
important for you to see Brooks, and if it isn’t why do you want to stop over at B[altimore]. at 
all?  My vaccination is healing now and dont discharge any more.  It was perfectly nasty last 
week but now the thing dont bother me.  I am glad yours isn’t taking so awfully hard.  What a 
lucky thing you didn’t buy the fruit before you remembered my greatest crank.  I will take the 
will for the deed darling, tho’ I dont believe I would have if you had sent the fruit.  I would 
never dream of your forgetting about my terrible dislike of fruit, & would have tho’t you were 
playing a joke on me, and it would have made me pretty mad to have you do such a thing, but 
now I can appreciate it and take the will for the deed, and thank you very much. 



       I must stop ____ I have been interrupted about a thousand times it seems to me. 
      With love unbounded 
           Ever your own devoted 
                  Effie. 

The papers came this morning.   
Many thanks.           

             
             
             
             
       


