
                                                                                                   Purdue Nov 29 [18]85. 
My own darling Effie: 
        I received your dear letter this morning &, Darling it was a lovely letter.  You poor girl[,] 
you  were beginning to worry because my letter had failed & darling I know you were miserable 
when you came home from your lessons & found no letter for you. Darling by this time you 
know all about it & I know you will think I ought to have written any how but Effie I am glad I 
didn’t for I know I should not have written anything [ill.] to send  I was so miserable.  I had been 
down for several days but I kept on writing, but on Tuesday night & Wednesday until your letter 
came I was too miserable for any use.  You must blame me for it for it was my own fault.  But 
on Saturday[,] which was yesterday[,] I guess you felt all right again.  I am so anxious for your 
letter tomorrow & hope so that it will come in the morning.  I received the time table darling & 
am very much obliged.  I see that I can make first rate connections for I can leave Union Station 
at 5 P.M. and be in New York at 10:05.  This will be a bit early for it will prevent our being alone 
when we first meet as I should like but I guess it is the best we can do.  I suppose we shall have 
a full parlor to welcome me but you can fix it so as to attend the door & we shall have time for 
one kiss in the vestibule before we go into the parlor.  I shall be at the house at 10:30.  I shall 
come by the 42nd St[reet] Station at the elevated but I suppose it would be too late for you to 
think of meeting me anywhere but at the house.  I don’t like to have you out alone so late at 
night and yet I do wish there was some way out of it__  My train is a very fast one[,] one of the 
best on the line[,] & I shall also have the St Louis Limited by the B & O__  It makes splendid time 
& I think I shall make the whole trip in very good time in spite of the detour and the stop over.  I 
couldn’t get there much sooner by any route I believe.  My train makes the trip between Balto 
[Baltimore] & N.Y in 13 minutes only more than the NY. & Wash[ington]. Limited.  I have taken 
it before & found it a first rate train.  If I should not stop over I can leave Balto [Baltimore] at 
3:05 & be in N.Y at 9:20.  This isn’t so good but I shall in all probability use that time in 
Baltimore at the university or Peabody Library for I should hardly save half an hour in New York 
& could have nearly two hours more in Baltimore.  I haven’t any doubt tho that I shall see 
Brooks.  I shall telegraph you from Baltimore so that you will know that all is going right and will 
also telegraph you as I leave here.  But it isn’t time yet to start.  How I do wish it was tomorrow.  
I long so to have you in my arms & kiss you & kiss you & kiss you over & over again.  I hope we 
can soon be alone after I arrive for I know I shall kiss you before the whole crowd if we cant be.  
I shall be ready to see the others on the following morning but on Saturday night I want only 
Effie.  Darling if you think of any good plan about our meeting tell it to me.  I dont think you had 
better come down to the ferry at that late hour & I dont think it will pay us for you to come part 
way & meet me on the cars tho it would be lovely if you could meet me at Trenton.  But there 
would be the cost of your ticket & I dont think it would pay for one hour two hours more & that 
in a railroad car.  We shall both be horribly impatient toward the end, but we can stand a few 
minutes more_  Oh how glad I have been ever since our parting that you went with me to 
Wiehauken [Weehauken].  I have the memory of that last hour or two with my darling tho we 
couldn’t talk or do any thing yet it was such a heaven only to have you near me.  Oh Effie 
Darling what misery these partings & separations are all because we love each other so fondly.  
My own Darling[,] what cause for rejoicing when we two are joined never more to be 
separated. 



      I am glad your Madison visit was so pleasant & should have been so happy to make it a 
perfect success for you.  I was afraid Papa would think he couldn’t come out here this year.  But 
it will be lovely for him & Mamma to come out here.  Perhaps they can come here in the Spring 
& then we all go home together.  Wouldn’t that be fine.   Papa would get tired of doing nothing.  
That is all my fear.  I know positively that he would be bored to death to sit around and do 
nothing.  Mamma would enjoy the trip so very much for she is very fond of scenery & they 
could come by the B & O which would give her lots of scenery_ 
       Aunt Mag is always interfering with concerns not strictly her own.  It is a Hedenberg[h] 
trait.  They all have it_  Her father was the same way.  So was Uncle Watson.  I am somewhat so 
but I try & temper the thing with a little commonsense.  Aunt Mag has gotten the girls into their 
finical ways more than any other person.  I wonder if they haven’t wit enough to see that their 
eternal never-suited-with-anything manner will not keep them from ever marrying.  I guess 
they will have hard work to ever find the hero who is good enough for them to fall in love with.  
When they do he will be too good for them.  I consider their remarks on Mr. Van Sants choice 
of a wife so characteristic.  No body does any thing to suit them.  They have a scheme for 
managing the universe[,] wholly unique & no other persons plan quite fits their scheme_  I dont 
quite see why Miss [ill.] is so dreadful.  Her age is a recommendation & I doubt not she & Mr. 
Van Sant will harmonize very well.  It isn’t romantic to be sure but when they have any romance 
the thing is silly.  I have never known a marriage yet that was arranged to suit them.  There is 
always some thing the matter & they should think that the pair would be miserable.  That is 
what is the matter with them about us.  They cant understand how we can see any thing in 
each other[,] should think I would want someone different & should think you would want 
someone different but never the less we persist in being perfectly suited & Johnnie & Julie & 
Frank & Sallie & Christopher & Mary & Abe & Emma & so on are all suited too[,] tho none of 
them would care to trade.  I wouldn’t for any [ill.] woman.  If I would neither of us would care 
to go a step farther.  If either of us Darling felt the least hesitation as to our supreme love for 
the other we might as well stop before we go another step.  But we don’t.  We know all about 
it.  We know we love each others with a love that is new[,] a new life to us greater than any 
love we ever knew or dreamed of before for any friend & that it is dearer to us than life. 
        The girls pick at us & at everyone else & thinks that all the matches are poor matches & 
yet the matched pairs are satisfied & happy & love & are so very happy_  I hope that the girls 
will have their horizon widened.  They are growing very clicquey & narrow & cynical too & will 
be three sour old maids I fear if they don’t take care for their natural good traits will be lost in 
the bad ones they are developing as they grow older_ 
      I am willing Darling to measure your love by mine.  I think we are pretty nearly alike & 
our love is more than can be measured_  Darling I didn’t intend any disrespect by not telling 
you first about my invitation to Warders__  I usually do tell you first & I tell you every thing that 
I think will interest you at all.  Of course there are hundreds of little bits of things I don’t tell you 
that I should tell you if I saw you every day or you were here with me and the more I could tell 
you all these incidents the more vivid my letters would be but there isn’t time for that_  I try to 
tell you all the really important things.  Who I see every day[,] what in the main I do every day & 
so on so as to keep you posted some but I can’t tell you all the days doings for there isn’t time 
for it.  I told you however in a later letter about Warders invitation & don’t see quite how I 
came to pass it before_  Do you know you said “folks_”  How could you when “the term is not 



used in good society.”  Mrs Stockton must have had a pretty good Thanksgiving dinner for last 
night we had some turkey chips [ill.] & some sliced breast for tea.  That was simply delicious & I 
enjoyed them very much.  I took breakfast with Huston this morning.  Had beef steak[,] fried 
eggs[,] stewed potatoes & hot biscuits or rolls & coffee & such buckwheat cakes and maple 
syrup__  I patronized the meal well I can tell you.  I wish I could board there constantly __ but 
Mrs. S is pretty good now & I don’t complain much & it is very cheap & with my dormitory 
salary & perquisites are an item well worth keeping ones eyes upon_  I am in some doubt about 
keeping the thing next year but almost believe I will tho we may board elsewhere out nearby__  
I will talk with you about that in the future sometime.  I expect they will want me to retain the 
position.  Very likely.  If they would give me that with one more room & $1200  I should look at 
it with some favor but should prefer $1400 clear & mean to strike for about that amount_ 
           I expect that owing to Hendricks funeral coming on Tuesday we shall have no school 
then & so I shall have a pretty easy time next week.  I am glad of it for I want all the time I can 
get for my private work.  I sent off today by express the paper to Brooks & sent also to G Brown 
Goode[,] the curator of the National Museum[,] a paper on the Habits of the Codfish[,] which 
was an unsuccessful thesis for Johns Hopkins Fellowship in 1880 & another which was 
successful in 1881 on the lingual ribbons of some Snails from Bermuda.  There will be almost no 
work attached to the preparation of these papers for the press if he accepts them & if he dont I 
shall be glad of it for I will then publish them in the American Naturalist where they will be 
better circulated.  I havent been to church today & feel rather wicked about it I must own but it 
is too late to repent now_  I expected we were to have chapel this afternoon but it was 
postponed so I failed to get religious service.  But the day has been a comfortable one.  I have 
rested all day[,] played on the piano a good deal[,] read & slept & rehung my pictures.  The 
pictures on the east wall of the room now hang thus [he sketched where each of the four 
pictures hung].  The old monarch is 22 x 30[,] a very large picture[,] & helps fill up splendidly_  
Ophelia hangs on the wall over the head of my bed.  I tell you Darling if we had this room for a 
sitting room we could make it look splendid & what a happy pair we should be here all by 
ourselves with none to molest unless the boys took a notion to try some pranks but I don’t 
believe they would do that.   
        Now Effie my own Darling[,] good night.  I must stop & leave you but I shant forget you a 
single moment.  I never do & I never shall.  I wish that it was June so near instead of Christmas.  
Oh how I should rejoice if I were to go home to you not to leave you any more__  I should be 
better[,] work better & be far happier if we were together & all such misery as I had a touch of 
last week would be only a horrid memory[,] never any more a fact.  One or two words from you 
would charm all the ghosts away Darling.  Oh Effie mine[,] how dearly I do love you & how I 
long for you, my own darling darling Effie.  With love beyond compare unless the comparison is 
your great love 

Your own Harry_ 


