
                                                                                                     Purdue Dec 7 [18]85. 
My darling Effie___  
       I haven’t had any letter today.  I mean I havent had the one that I looked for today but 
this evening the one that was due here on Saturday arrived so I did have something_  I wonder 
what can have ailed this letter.  It is dated N.Y. Dec[ember] 3 10 PM & Lafayette Dec[ember] 7 
[ill.] 3 A.M.  It must have laid over somewhere.  I wonder if yours today has done the same or if 
you are under the weather.  I hope the former & not the latter for I don’t a bit like the notion of 
your being sick so much & hope you will outgrow that pretty soon after you get away from New 
York & into the bracing west. 
        I don’t know what to write about tonight Darling.  I don’t feel like writing.  I feel more 
like seeing you than anything else but I can’t have that pleasure yet & have got to get along 
without it the best I can & I am afraid it isn’t very well.  The board of Trustees met but there 
wasnt a quorum so they didn’t transact any business & Dr Smart isn’t able he says to promise 
me yet what they will do next year but he says he expects a meeting before I go away & he will 
let me know then.  He talked as if he meant to advise them to fix my salary at a full professors 
pay which is $1600__  I told him I wanted that and that I understood Barnes to write to the 
effect that I should have that after two years tho of course I understood it was not a promise at 
all_____  Dr Smart repeated that he wants me to stay & I think he means that and I feel pretty 
hopeful.  At the same time unless he gives me some pretty good grounds for hoping[,] I am 
strongly inclined to make a desperate move for something East.  I can’t of course come back 
unless we both come.  That is out of the question.  I can’t inflict the suffering on us both for it 
would be just that if I was to leave you again.  If you could be happy without me & we could 
take things easy & I didn’t want you so horribly[,] we might do a good many things that will 
always be out of the question for us two.  I often[,] as I see how things are this year for us 
both[,] wish I hadn’t come this year_  The separation is horrible and we can’t seem to take it 
comfortably either of us.  I think I am most to blame for our misery but I think it is the fault of 
us both and a constitutional fault that we shant get over.  We are simply bound to suffer unless 
we can be together. 
       We are having a regular western winter during the last two days.  Last night the 
thermometer was down to -10° degrees below zero which with a breeze of 30 miles an hour 
means a petty chilly evening.  It has been pretty cold all day but moderated this evening & I 
don’t expect is will be as cold tonight.  We have had a little snow in squalls with it but not 
enough to count for anything.  My windows were all covered with frost this morning. 
      I wrote you about Miss W.  I think she is a good deal distressed.  She has been bothered 
with some heart trouble and Miss Elder says that she is sure from Dr Thompsons questions that 
he believes it to have some relation to her eye disorder and to be incurable.  I have never 
inquired into her heart trouble but I know she takes Digitalis which is a drug that stimulates the 
heart.  She is very irritable & very rough on me.  I can’t tell why but she sits on me in the most 
awful way you ever say [saw] but I feel so very sorry for her & try not to say or do any thing that 
seems to irritate her.  I can’t see quite why she pounces on me so at times for I am certainly 
innocent of any intention to irritate her_  She feels very much worried & is awfully nervous.  I 
really wish she would drop this work & go away for she is very much dissatisfied this year & 
feels very much cut over Dr Smarts behavior last Spring which was mean & has set me down on 
him & opened my eyes at the same time.  I wish she would be a little pleasanter with me for I 



like her & am very sorry for her indeed_  Miss Elder is lovely to her & I am so glad that she is 
there to bear Miss W. company.   
         Now Darling I must leave you.  I don’t think this letter is as good a one as you need & 
ought to have but Darling I am feeling low & longing for you & shall ever be My own Effie. 
          Good night from your own loving 
                       Harry 
  


