
           Purdue Jan 14 [18]86__ 
My darling Effie 
      I have just gotten back from the concert & it is eleven o’clock & I shall not have time 
tonight for very much of a letter.  It has got to go out early in the morning too so I shall not be 
able to keep it & add to it tomorrow as would be otherwise possible.  I had a faculty meeting till 
6 pm & we left here at 7:30 & today has been my busy day & so all combined I have had but 
little spare time today.  I have built a fire in the grate for the steam had been turned off 
sometime & shall be warm but I shan’t be able to sit up very long for I am awfully tired tonight.  
This is the letter which you ought to get on Sunday.  I don’t know whether your letters[,] except 
the one last Sunday & during the storm[,] have been regular or not so I don’t know about your 
getting this one Sunday.  Anyhow mine have all of them been late except possibly the one I 
received this evening & that one has the postmark blurred so that I cant tell anything about it.  I 
find that some have lately arrived at 5 PM.  If they keep that up I will walk over after supper for 
them __ for I don’t care to have them remain there until the day following as they would if they 
waited for our mail.  I think darling that having the wedding will do you good[,] for the 
excitement & pleasure will be a diversion for you & it comes at a real good time.  I wonder how 
soon Ada will be back & settle down at your house_   
        You wrote me that Carrie was to be there.  She enjoyed it very much I know.  I do wish 
that the girls lived where they could have more society of young people for they have always 
been deprived of that tho they do have a great deal of company.  I am always glad when they 
can go away & have a good time & I know that Carrie will enjoy the lively times even if she 
don’t know very many of the guests or I might say any of the guests.  I don’t feel such a terrible 
longing to be there for the sake of the festivities tho I should like to see Ada married but I 
should feel rather cat-in-a-strange-garrety for I shouldn’t know a soul there & I am not good for 
very much under those circumstances.   But I should like to see the ceremony & enjoy seeing 
the people if I could do so without being roped into the talk_  But I should like to be there for 
other reasons & they are so strong that the notion of wanting to be there for the wedding dont 
go for much in comparison.    
         We had a long & stormy faculty meeting this afternoon.  We have begun to work on the 
new course of study and we shall have lots of meetings now I suppose_  Dr Smart proposed a 
course with some changes which are it seems to me improvements.  He has down lots of 
botany & lots of zoology in his course as sketched so I guess he counts on having one man for 
each of these studies.  He will take six hours work a day acc[ording]. to his scheme from the 
person who teaches either 8 am to 3:30 p.m.  That make s a pretty long day & I will not 
undertake that amount of work unless I have pretty fair pay for it.  I think his scheme must 
contemplate my staying & you know what that means_  I can’t explain all the details to you by 
letter & I guess they would be rather tedious anyway but that is one point to give the students 
of the upper classes electives in science & literature very freely[,] to do which they must 



employ a strong force of teachers.  The acrimonious discussion was led by Thompson & Smith 
who hadn’t examined the scheme & began a talk on the plan of putting so much science in the 
course. 
       The concert was very good indeed.  The piano & violin & Nevada were the features to 
me.  It was the first piano music I had heard for a long time.  Rive King was the last I believe & 
tho this man wasnt by any means up to the high water mark he played well enough to give me 
a great deal of pleasure_  But the Hoi polloi didn’t enjoy the piano at all.  The violinist brought 
in sheaves of glory by playing as an encore yankee doodle with variations_  Nevada was very 
fine.  I enjoyed her very much.  Her selections[,] except the last[,] were all poor & I didn’t 
approve them but her voice was very sweet & except on a few of her highest notes very clear.  
The highest notes had in them to me a slight hoarseness[,] not perfectly clear[,] but it was very 
slight_  The last song is so very pretty.  I have known one part of it a long time & never knew 
before what it was__  There was a decent audience but not by any means a crowded house.  
We went over with Cory in the bus which is very convenient for us_  Tomorrow night I am to 
call with Huston on a Mrs & Miss McBride of Laf[ayette].  I found an invitation from them under 
my door when I returned.  It had been left there during vacation & my absence.  It is the first 
invitation I have ever received from our church people.  Certainly they cant be accused of 
welcoming strangers.  I am glad they don’t for I prefer to find my friends & not have a gang I 
dont know all ready to welcome me with open arms.  Now my own darling[,] I will have to go to 
bed for I am awfully tired — sleepy.  I don’t think this is a very good sunday letter[,] my own[,] 
but Darling it was the best I could do for this time.  Oh Darling I wish so often that we didn’t 
have to depend on letters & for so long & I do get horribly blue over it but there is no help & we 
have got to go on & get along on them.  I am thankful it isn’t any worse_  Good night Effie my 
own darling.  I will try & get time for something in the morning but doubt if I have time.  The 
meeting this aft[ernoon]. was not announced & I had no idea it was coming & haven’t looked at 
my tomorrows work & must put some time on it in the morning.  Oh darling I hate to leave you 
but I must.  My own darling[,] with love beyond measure & kisses kisses kisses 
       from your own 
            Harry__ 
 
                Friday morning. 
My own darling 
      This letter is so poor compared with a real visit that it seems a shame to send such a 
make shift to comfort my darling & especially for Sunday.  Oh my own[,] I feel so blue & lonely.  
I can’t seem to be quiet & content.  I do want you so that I can’t seem to settle down & enjoy 
thoroughly what I have[,] which includes the knowledge of your love & your letters.  Certainly 
both are great blessings & I know they are when I stop to think but I do want you so.  The time 
dont go very fast but it does go & I know that we shall drag through somehow but it isn’t easy & 



pleasant while it lasts by any means.  Darling I wish I could write some thing that would brace 
you up & make you happy.  I love you so darling.  That is what makes all the present unrest.  But 
it will come out all right in the end & I believe the end will be next summer.  Now darling I have 
got to leave you.  This is all I could do today & I have gotten the time for this by getting up 
earlier & thus getting a few moments before breakfast_ 
        With fondest deepest love Darling from your own 
                       Harry. 
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