
         Purdue Jan 16  
[18]86_ 

My own darling Effie, 
       I had no letter from you yesterday.  I suppose that it was mailed for the last mail on Wednesday 
& met the fate of all my letters[,] was delayed.  Well Darling I know that you do all you can & I don’t 
want you to feel that I am ungrateful to you because I wish for better things.  You mustn’t feel that my 
love for I know that you do have me in mind & that you do try to help me all you can & I believe Darling 
that you write just now more to help me than to help your self for I guess you feel as I do that writing is 
so hard in comparison with vis-a-vis talk_  Darling I want more than anything to sit by you & to hold you 
& to kiss you & I don’t want to talk about old school matters but darling I can’t write to take the place at 
all of the kiss & the caress.  You know that I am thinking about them but I believe you would know that 
anyhow.  Still it does seem a little better to know that I do think about them very often don’t it Darling?  
But it isn’t possible to write very much about it.  You must know all I mean when I send you kisses & you 
do know all I mean I know.  Oh Darling I do want you all the time & love you with all my heart & think 
about you all the time_  The other night I was out of doors walking down toward Chauncey and as I 
looked over my left shoulder there was the bright planet Venus just as we saw it the evening it was so 
bright as we drove over to Madison to call at Filche’s.  You remarked on its brightness just like a moon & 
you remember Darling it was then in just about the same position over our left shoulder.  We were so 
happy then for we were together & we shall be happy so all our lives for we are to be together soon for 
all the rest of our lives_  I was glad Darling that you went along that night for I felt that I must go & I 
didn’t want to leave you behind_  We had so little time that I hated to lose any[,] a single moment.  We 
didn’t lose much & it is a satisfaction to remember that for I feel and look back that all the times when 
we were separated[,] tho it was of necessity[,] was a kind of loss_  I think I am still feeling worse[,] more 
blue & miserable than I was before I left for home in December but I know that I shall get out of this 
when I get a little further from the time of our visit & that on the whole the visit has done us both a 
great deal of good_  
      I must tell you darling about Miss Whipple.  She is developing some characteristics which are not 
altogether desirable.  For instance, she is fond of company and given to loneliness and is not a very 
discreet person withal__  She rooms in a room in the girls corridor and she associates a great deal with 
two of the girls[,] Misses Anderson & Floyd[,] who are the loudest in the whole harem_  They give Miss 
Weed more trouble than any of the others_  Now if Miss W[hipple]. was a discreet person she would not 
do any harm perhaps by associating with the girls but we think that she talks over all sorts of matters 
with them and of course they talk them out to the boys & so Miss W[hipple]_ is virtually a bar to all 
inside talk when she is present.   Miss Weed is getting very much down on her for it and I guess with 
good reason.  Last evening I asked the ladies if they didn’t want to come into my room a moment[,] that 
I had something very wonderful.  Miss Weed & Miss Whipple consented & came.  I showed them a cat 
dissected to show the muscles which I had brought over to make some drawings.  It was as clean as a 
shell would have been & there was no reason why I should not have shown it & it was wonderful.  Miss 
Weed departed at once.  Miss Wh[ipple]. a moment later & at seven o’clock I went up to Miss W[eed]’s 
room to read Draper.  She told me she had some thing to tell me.  I had forgotten all about the cat and 
couldn’t imagine what was coming.  She said that a little bit before she had seen Miss F[loyd]. & 
A[nderson]. & that they asked her how she liked dissected cat.  Miss Wh[ipple]. had gone straight to 



them & tattled the whole thing.  And out goes a big story to circulate among the boys & grow to no one 
knows what dimensions.  Did you ever know such a perfect fool__  She plays cards with the girls & 
spends the bulk of her spare time with them as one of them.  I dont keep aloof from the boys or try to 
keep them away from me but I think it will be some time before I frequent their rooms for the purpose 
of recreation or to gossip about the other members of the faculty.  I had put her down as shallow & not 
well read but that tho tiresome is not blamable but this is both_  After that it becomes very plain that 
she cant be admitted to our inner circle tho of course we shall have to maintain friendly relation s with 
her. 
      Oh but it is horrible weather[,] warm with snow & rain & clouds & drizzle.  I abominate it & pray 
for a return to the -23° business.  I like that better than anything else we have in the Winter & you won’t 
catch me complaining then.  Every thing is by extremes here.  Just now it is snowing.  With fondest love 
Darling & the strongest yearning for you 
       from you own 
               Harry. 
       
       


