
                                                                                                            Purdue 
                                                                                                            Jan 9, [18]86___ 
My own darling Effie: 
       I received your dear dear letter[,] the one due yesterday[,] this morning & gave it such a 
hearty welcome_  Oh Darling they are so welcome.  I want more[,] oh so much more[,] for I 
want you in person but failing of that the letters are such a comfort as shown when I have none 
at all.  I havent had any for today proper_  The mails are not perfectly regular & I shall inquire in 
the morning when I go over to find out about it for I want your letter.  I oughtn’t to be 
compelled to wait till Saturday for what you write on Tuesday.  That is getting a little too bad. 
       Darling I will write to your mother tomorrow.  I havent done so yet for I wanted to do 
that when I had time enough to be sure I wrote intelligibly.  We know she was dreadfully 
jealous but I didn’t imagine it was so bad as she owned up to.  We did see a great deal of her 
really considering the amount of time we were in the house & in New York which was not such 
a great deal_  But when a person is jealous they dont see it all straight.  I want to reassure her 
of my love for her but to tell her too of the great want of each other we both feel & how 
impossible it was for us to avoid letting her see this but that we both love her just as much as 
ever or more than ever would be truer.  I do certainly & darling I doubt not you feel even more 
tender toward her than ever as the time draws nearer & nearer when you \are to say a long 
good bye_  I want to tell her how strong this want of you is & how it helps me if[,] while I am 
from you[,] I hear from you every day & to make her see how very little we really have even 
with our letters.  I feel very sure darling that this will be a clearing off that will make all of us 
much happier & more reconciled than ever.  
        We are having such a cold windy winter storm as you have never seen in all your life.  All 
day the wind has rushed over the prairie at a rate of 30 miles an hour & the thermometer has 
fallen & at noon was 2 degrees below zero__  There wasn’t a great fall of snow after all and it 
has cleared off & the moon is shining.  But the wind is cutting like sharp knives & I feel the 
comfort of my new cap_  It isn’t so comfortable tho’ quite as the old one for it don’t go over the 
ears & down onto the neck so well but it is quite warm enough & much better investment than 
the $15.00 one would have been_  To show you that it is cold let me tell you that they are 
burning one ton of coal an hour & are driving four big boilers to furnish the necessary steam.  I 
have had a big fire in the grate all day & am keeping warm and comfortable_  Huston was here 
for dinner & we played some after dinner & then he left & I took a nap_  After supper I visited 
the boys in the dormitory awhile & then I encountered the cold wind & was glad I had my hat. 
         I told you that I walked with Miss Whipple to the city[,] didn’t I Darling_  She had been 
bragging about her walking powers[,] didn’t think any thing of four miles so I smole a smile & 
kept up a good steady jog up & down the hill & over & the [ill.].  She walked well both ways but 
I thought she flagged a little toward the end, but I have since learned that the walk about 
finished her up for she slept all the evening_  She was speaking about it today but she is really a 



good walkist & will train in first rate.  If she were only a man I should be so glad for under the 
circumstances I suppose that people will talk. 
      I have the Gleaners framed in one of those large walnut frames & it hangs over my 
bureau.  I am so glad I got it[,] enjoy it very much_  It improves the looks of that big place too & 
now my room looks quite spruce_  The jap__ screen hangs now in the end of the partition 
between the room & the bay window.  I wrote on the Japanese Village for the Purdue & will 
send you a copy of the letter but it wont contain anything new to you.  Oh Darling you will 
know who the We of the letter means & no one else.  I want you[,] Effie mine[,] so all the time.  
I know we shall get settled so as to be quieter than we are now but Oh Darling it is so hard to 
feel comfortable when you want so much_  I must go to bed now Darling & will add to this in 
the morning.  Oh my own precious darling Effie[,] how I do love you[,] you dear dear girl__ With 
love & longing & kisses for my darling 
          from your own loving 
                 Harry____ 
 
Darling it is Sunday morning & I havent time to write any more now but must send this & march 
over to the office.  Oh my darling[,] I send you love without measure & lots of kisses.  
       Your own loving 
           Harry. 
                                                                                                               
                       


