
                                                                                                           No. 54 West 46th St. 
N.Y. Feb. 2nd 1886 

My own darling Harry, 
       I left Madison on the 3:24 P.M. train, [ill.] and gave Mamie Shaw a lesson before I came 
home, and so you see there was not time to write before dinner, and there will not be much 
now.  I found your letter here when I came in, and cant tell you how glad I was to get it.  I was 
afraid I wouldn’t have anything today.  I expected a letter at Madison, but there wasn’t 
anything there.  They went to the P.O. last night, and also this afternoon when we went over to 
the train.  I tho’t you had sent my Tuesday’s letter to M[adison]. & I supposed that it had 
reached N.Y. late, & missed the mail from here.  I was very much disappointed.  They said they 
would forward it as soon as it came. but I tho’t I couldn’t possibly get it till tomorrow, and 
possibly not till Thurs[day]. but if you sent any thing to Madison it was an extra, for I got my 
regular Tues[day]. letter tonight, and was so glad I didn’t have to wait, as I feared I would, till 
tomorrow night, before I could hear a word from you.  I knew that the letter from Madison 
would not come in the first mail, and my regular Wed[nesday]. letter is always late, so I 
supposed I’d have nothing till after my return from Orange.  Darling I dont understand why you 
didn’t get a letter from me on Saturday, for I didn’t send a single doubtful letter last week.  I 
mailed them all in plenty of time, according to the corner clock, and always had at least two 
minutes to spare, and usually more, but the man may have got around ahead of time, tho’ he 
has told me I’d never miss a mailed mail if I dropped my letters at this corner by quarter of the 
hour.  They were due about 9 the even hour.  Sometimes they got here a little before, but I 
would always be sure of catching the mail if I had my letters there quarter before the hour, and 
all last week, when I was obliged to put a letter off till the late mail, I never failed to have it in in 
time. [ill.] So I tho’t that there was no doubt about your getting it, that is of course if the mails 
were not delayed.  Oh Harry I had such a lovely visit at Madison.  I missed you dreadfully and 
longed so for you, but I dont think that I wanted you any more than I do here.  I want you all the 
time, and long for you wher ever I am, and I dont [think] that I wanted you there a bit more 
than I want you here.  It wouldn’t be possible, for the want is with me all the time, as strong as 
strong can be.  It dont make any difference where I am, as far as that is concerned, and I didn’t 
feel it any worse at M[adison]. than I do here.  I could not possibly long anymore than I do all 
the time, and so you see that my visit didn’t make me suffer any extra want.  I felt the same as I 
always do, and as I always will when you are not with me.  They were all just absolutely perfect, 
and seemed so glad to see me, and they all seemed sorry that I couldn’t stay longer, and I can 
just tell you I felt sorry enough that I had to come away so soon, but we had a lovely visit 
together and I was awfully glad I went.  I will write you a full account as soon as possible but my 
time now is getting short and I couldn’t possibly do the subject justice.  They all wished for you 
and you have no idea how worked up they are about your dreadful board at Mrs. S[tockton]’s & 
they think she is an old fraud, a cheat and a wicked thing, a regular old sharper.  Your mother 
says it worries her dreadfully and she dont feel at all comfortable about you, and she thinks as I 
do, that you ought to have a little private cupboard in your own room, or else leave Mrs. 
Stockton’s and get board with some one else.  Now my own darling I will write more about 
every thing another time but now I must close. 
     With love beyond measure & lots of kisses 
              Ever your own 



I don’t think I can send    Effie 
you a decent letter tomorrow,  
for I am rushed on Wed[nesday]. so dont expect much.  I’ll do all I can. 


