
         Purdue Jan 22 [18]86. 
My own darling Effie 
 I have been taking supper with Huston[,] the first time since I got back[,] & have just gotten 
back.  It is cold again[,] dreadful cold[,] -6° this pm at 4:30 __ & must be -15° now__  It was +28° this 
morning & from +28 to -6 in twelve hours & less is quite a change in the weather.  It is a lovely night & I 
enjoyed the walk home[,] levee and all[,] for I don’t mind the cold.  I was prepared for it.  My new cap is 
a great comfort and it is so handsome also that I am quite proud to wear it.  It is too warm if anything 
but I dont consider that an objection to it __ I am very glad that I have it.  And all hands are pleased over 
it[,] you & Mamma & I_  I had a good supper for a change & ate very heartily[,] then we went to the 
Lincoln club &  stayed till 8 oclock.  I watched the boys play pool for awhile & then played a game of 
whist there.  We went to Hustons room and Huston smoked but I refrained for my throat is still not 
quite all right tho not exactly sore.  I talked.  We sat there resting & chatting till about quarter before ten 
& then I came home__ 
 I received your dear letter at 4:30 & read it before I went over to Hustons room.  Darling I have 
already told you that I didn’t blame you at all for the letters & that you didn’t write on Wednesday.  I 
trust your word darling & I know you would write if you could.  You say that I wont take the will for the 
deed but I take the will & know I have that.  It is the deed I want and the will alone can’t be quite 
enough.  It is first of all darling you your self[,] your own person[,] I long for & need to make me happy.  I 
cant have that & can’t be happy but I can be less unhappy if I do have what is next best[,] frequent & 
long letters[,] & if not[,] frequent & short letters[,] & if I can have nothing I cant be happy at all.  That 
darling is just how it stands.  It isn’t that I wont take the will for the deed but it is that I can’t.  You dear 
dear girl[,] I don’t blame you about it or feel that you don’t do all you can.  I wasn’t blue because I felt 
that you had found pleasanter occupations than writing to me or had discarded me for other things.  I 
know darling about your love for me & I know that you want to do all you can & I take all that into 
account but I want letters since I cant have you & there is no use in talking.  I simply cant keep off the 
blues when I don’t have them.  I have been trying now a long time at it for I tried it all last year & I 
consider that attempt a failure.  I was wild then most the time_  Perhaps it is my fault & weakness.  I 
know it is a weakness but it is an awfully strong weakness.  Darling your letters havent been up to your 
mark any of the time since I left nor mine either but I haven’t & dont blame you for it.  I know just how 
you feel & that writing[,] even if you could have the chance for it without opposition[,] would be hard at 
first but not so as at is now.  I don’t blame you Darling a bit & haven’t but I feel it and I don’t recover 
from the shock of change as I should if I could feel that you were not suffering so__  I don’t lay it down 
at all as any fault of yours.   How can I & you must & I know do have the same charity for me for Darling 
you know that I love you with my whole heart & desire nothing half so much as to make you happy & 
that I do try & do all that I can_ 

Darling I don’t want to seem to seem to shirk a scolding by trying to crawl out but I cant plead 
guilty to ruthless exposure to measels.  It is a part of my duty as dormitory guardian to look closely to 
the health & welfare of the students & to everything that concerns this.  I had to go to Mr Virden & look 
out for him & ascertain first hand all the facts & make all arrangements accordingly.  For instance Mr 
Virden has a room which has direct sunlight all day_   There isnt a sign of a window curtain & the Doctor 
never said one word about his having the light toned.  You can imagine what that light with the weak 
eyes of measels would be & the ground covered with snow too.  He had to be quarantined & he had to 



have a nurse who should be quarantined & there was no one to direct this except me.  If I am guardian 
of this place it is my business to attend to these things & I have no choice.  I never believe in needlessly 
exposing myself & never do & I was careful in this case & have no fears at all.  If I have the measels I 
shall have the comfort at the same time of feeling that I did my duty anyhow__  Now Darling dont be 
alarmed for there is very little chance that I will have the disease & if I do I shall receive the best care & 
shall be extremely careful__  I don’t fear at all that I shall have it for I have been often exposed to things 
of the sort but have had no fit of sickness since we lived in Newark.  My constitution is very resistant & I 
dont think you ought to feel any alarm__  As for who of us had better have the trouble darling[,] we cant 
well settle that.  It would be hard enough for either of us to have the other in a fit of sickness __  I trust 
we shall be spared that trial.  But Darling don’t say that I tried to get the measels & all that sort of thing 
for you know better than that.   

I hope I shall not have any more cases for I don’t want to nurse any more men.  It takes too 
much time.  I haven’t done a bit of private work since I got back here but I hope to put in a full day at it 
tomorrow. 

Darling dont get down hearted.  I wish so that I could come & put you up a bit.  I know I could if 
could get you in my arms & your cheek lying upon my face so that I could tell you something which I 
have told you often & yet to which you always give attention.  You know it well enough too.  Darling I 
want you so much & long for you so all the time.  I am getting better slowly & yet I shall not get over the 
longing for you one bit but there is so much sweetness in our love that it is beginning again to over 
power the bitterness of the longing & I am getting happier.  I am not strong & the blue dogs get after me 
often but I have fought them off pretty well this week _  Good night my own little girl, & kisses & love & 
fondest wishes from your own 

              Harry 
 

My darling the therm[ometer]. fell to -19° last night & was -4° at seven o’clock this morning.  I 
am expecting now to put my whole day on the last of Beaufort Mollusks.  The list you made for me in 
Astor Library, Darling is invaluable now_  I shall go for the mail in a minute.  I do so hope that I shall find 
a letter for me from Effie Loag_  I am getting tired of calling you Effie Loag & want to call you Effie  
Osborn.  Do you think you will like the change?  I am not really tired of the Effie Loag name tho but the 
name Effie Osborn will have so much meaning that I am very anxious for you to wear it.  Do you think 
you will like the name?  Oh darling if I could be with you a little while today.  I want so to see you & all 
the rest of the sweet peace & joy that your presence brings to me.  Dear dear dear Effie[,] how very 
fondly I love you__  My own dearest dearest dearest little girl.  Darling I am dreadfully lonesome without 
you.  I love you so that I can’t help getting so but I dont want to be blue in addition all the time.  I am 
feeling awfully lonesome today but not so crazy with blues at the same time as I sometimes am.  Darling 
I do love you so very very much.  O how I do love you_  Now Darling goodbye for the present. 
  With deepest fondest truest love love love & kisses all you will let me have. 
                       Your own 
                              Harry 

 
 


