
         Purdue Jan 30 [18]86 
My darling Effie 
 I won’t write you a very long letter this time because I dont think you will have time to 
read a long one.  You will be at Madison & visiting & you wont want a long letter will you?  Or 
will you?  “Ain’t it or aint’ it?”  Well Darling I guess that you will think I am trying to get you to 
admit again that you like my letters.  I can’t see any reason why [you] shouldn’t be willing to 
admit it but I am not going to force that confession from you for I didn’t ask the question to get 
an answer but only to try & tease you a very little bit.  But I really am not going to write much 
for I am short on time.  Oh how I wish that I was as near you as Madison.  We could see each 
other then often enough to satisfy this worst longing__  I suppose that you will find every thing 
looking very natural at Madison & I wish you could find every thing entirely natural[,] including 
my being there.  I have been away from home long enough now to be used to it & hardened 
one might suppose but I don’t outgrow the longing to get back there.  You must note any thing 
if you get any points upon the $600. a year scheme & see why it costs mamma & the [girls] 
twice as much to live as it did three years ago__   

I must tell you about Professor Marks.  I havent the remotest idea who the professor is 
except that he is one of those Holy Land Tramps who go about after their return showing pieces 
from the Wall of Jerusalem & other similar relics_  Marks was at chapel on Friday morning & 
thus addressed the boys — he is a tall slim dark individual of forty with a thin long patriarchal 
black beard — “Ahem there is nothing that gives me so much pleasure as to face a crowd of 
college students.  I have some pictures of Holy land[,] some relics which I want to show you on 
Monday Evening.  Here is a colored plate[,] a whole birds eye view of the wholy [the last word is 
circled] country.  Here is a lamp used in the country.  Here is a bracelet made of the pieces like 
the one the woman lost & then swept her whole house to find it.  Here is a piece of Lots wife — 
applause —.  It is from a large pillar of salt at the end of the Dead Sea_  The price of admittance 
is the merely nominal sum of fifteen cents, or with the chromo illustrating the geog[raphy]. of 
the whole country 35 cents__[”]  The old fellow is quite facitious & I have enclosed his 
advertisement.  You will see it is highly allegorical.  Ask Carrie for definition of allegorical__  It is 
to take place & I am crazy with excitement & can hardly wait the time goes so slow___  It quite 
reminds me of Dr Strong who has also been to the Holy Land & brought home some bits of 
Solomons Temple & M[oun]t. Arrarat.  Darling I am not going to have as much time as I thot.  I 
must hurry along.  I have a companion.  A black & tan dog has dropped from the [ill.] to be here.  
I dont know whence he came & I dont think I will send him the way of all Purdue Dogs for he is 
intelligent tho’ small & I will keep him awhile_  I had a beautiful shepherd dog & have her yet in 
fact & should raise her for she is only a pup.  She is in the dog kennel_  But I cant bother with a 
dog of the female persuasion.  I presume I shouldn’t have acquired the pup if it were a male for 
it would be too desirable & make a fine dog_____  This is black & tan is a nice obedient fellow & 
minds one well.  He is young & hates the piano.  You ought to hear him howl but I should 



educate him out of that.  I had a short letter this morning from your mother.  Now Darling I 
must leave you.  I am sorry I got cut short.  I was writing & supposed I had a whole hour leeway 
but the bus man changed his time from 7:30 to 6:30.  I will tell you about that in my next which 
you will find awaiting you in New York I suppose__  Oh Effie my beloved[,] I love & long for you 
so ardently.  Goodbye my own darling 

from your own loving 
             Harry 


