
Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө [all in red ink]     Purdue Feb. 7 [18]86__ 
My own darling Effie - 
       Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө [in red ink] 

 Darling Ө [both in red ink] I am so sorry to hear of your being so frost bitten.  Why did 
you expose yourself so? [question mark in red ink]  Surely Ө [Ɵ inserted in red ink between 
lines] you could wear arctics and something to cover your ears.  It is awful to me to think of 
having parts of my body frozen.  I never have had anything of the sort and always guard against 
it.  You poor girl[,] I am sorry you are so bitten and now you will have to be doubly careful.  I 
think I had better send you the ornaments for the ears for they are surely better than freezing 
oneself.  Now don’t go out any more unless you are sufficiently wrapped.  Get a pair of arctics 
with buckles that will be sure to stay on & if you cant do better wear a hood.  Who cares for 
looks when the cost is like this__  You must do to this[,] now promise[,] tho I suppose it is about 
the end of the real end of cold weather.  I got your letter this morning & was surprised that you 
had written of the very subject I had written on[,] namely on your difficulty about letters.  
Darling I don’t want to hold you to your promise to write every day if you find it too hard to 
keep it.  I accept your offer Darling.  Indeed I had about come to realize that you do all you can 
& more than the vast majority of girls would do_  I do want a letter every day[,] some word & 
some love & kisses & a little is very far better than none if you can do as you have done last 
week for instance.  I can be quiet if you don’t write every day & I don’t want to make you 
struggle too hard over the thing.  I hate to think of it at all that way but I do want & really need 
the letters.  They help & encourage me & Darling tho I don’t write about it[,] it is a hard pull & I 
am not at rest at all or any where near it.  The letters[,] every one[,] help me and yet I don’t 
want the help at the cost of a continual struggle on your part.  I will be satisfied as far as I can 
possibly be Darling & I know & always have known & fully believed that you did your best.  You 
dear girl[,] it has always been hard for you to get the time for me & I know that you have always 
grabbed every chance.  I shall be so relieved when we can be done with all this struggle and we 
can have each other all to ourselves all the time & not be shut up to an hour or two a day___  I 
am awfully impatient_   

I enjoyed so much your account of your visit to Madison_  Poor papa[,] I do feel so sorry 
for him for he feels that he has done his best and since all are so unhappy & unsatisfied he feels 
that he has been a sort of failure.  I know that he would be glad to die & I think he feels that the 
girls would all be glad if he were to die & I guess they all feel so too.  I don’t think he will live a 
great many years and it makes me feel awfully bad & hard too toward the girls at times because 
they make his life so unhappy.  It seems as if he ought to have some pleasure in his home but 
he hasnt one bit.  He told me the last time I was home that in the fall sometime he had started 
out for a drive with the crowd & they began as soon as they were started to worry over things 
& he vowed it was the last ride with them.  They could go their way & he would go his.  He isn’t 
well & hasn’t been very well for a long time.  He has had headaches at time & is at times almost 



helpless with rheumatism_  I wish that there could be some change in things but I don’t see any 
prospect.  I had better not think about that Darling for it will be sure to upset me.  It is simply 
horrible __   

I think that it was very nice for Willie Quernea to be so square about the music & am 
glad that he called.  It will help civilize him.  I guess for a whole evening he might perhaps be 
rather an elephant but for an hour or two for instance but for a short time on business you 
could get along pretty well__   

What a drag it will be on him if he ever should amount to any thing to have such a family 
as he has.  A person with that not only has the nimbus of all his early surroundings to hinder but 
he has the family to drag if he ever becomes able to rise above them.  The irish never go back 
on their families I believe. 

I wonder if you have heard of Aunt Mags latest.  Carrie writes me that she wants a good 
watch chain back she gave me ten years ago[,] also the gold watch I broke which I used to carry.   
Of course she has a perfect right to the watch but I understood she gave me the chain.  I shall 
be glad to buy the chain at the market price if she wants to sell but shall have to have the watch 
mended before I can return it.  I took the chain to a jeweler here & found out that it is worth 
ten dollars__  I shall offer her that for it.  If she wont take it then she can take the chain.  It is a 
pretty chain & I hate to part with it but I wont pay her any more for it.  Please send me her 
address at once.  I want to write to her about it & dont know what the address is____  I hope 
she will never give me anything more unless she gives me a written deed duly signed with it for 
I shall be in terror the while lest she will change her mind & want it back.  She is a daisy_ 

You know by this time my darling that I sent you a letter to Madison as I promised.  I 
cant see why it didn’t reach you on the day following.  I requested it to be forwarded at once.  I 
have no idea what the matter with it is & I hope it will turn up.  Perhaps it has done so by this 
time.   

As for the dog[,] he is as I told you a perfect fool & I get so mad at him.  He has been lost 
about ten times since I wrote to you.  He is lost now & I have no doubt he will turn up 
tomorrow glad to death to see me & if he does I will give him a dose of chloroform & thus 
secure him straight way_  He was here yesterday afternoon[,] the last I saw of him_  I used the 
slut the on Friday afternoon.  She was a pup & fat is no name for it.  I was demonstrating the 
muscles of the chest[,] back & belly to the Sophomore Agricultural Freshmen_  I hated awfully 
to kill her.  It is a hideous part of my profession & has to be done but I hate always to do it.  But 
I think it is a charity to Chauncey to do it.  There are so many dogs here[,] most of them 
homeless curs too. 

We had no chapel exercise today.  The one who was to perform was unable to be 
present so as I had a headache I improved on the afternoon by undressing and getting into bed 
& taking a good nap.  I felt better when I awoke & wrote a letter to Carrie[,] had supper[,] called 
on Miss Elder & then went to church with Miss Whipple & over to the city.  I was glad to have 



someone for company for I cut church this morning & felt that I ought to go this evening.  She 
isn’t the best of company but she is a capital walker and that is a good deal.  It is the first time 
we have been out together alone[,] just us two I mean without a chaperone[,] for over three 
weeks_  It was a lovely evening for a walk & I was disloyal enough to her to wish but didn’t tell 
her that you were in her place[,] as you will be no I mean in your place.  She was in your place & 
I wished that you had yourself been there.  Darling it is your place & oh how empty it always is 
when you do not fill it. 

I received a price from the publisher on that book I wrote you of & I am glad I didn’t buy 
it.  The retail price is $10.00 & their price to me $8.00 so I should not have gotten very much of 
a bargain.  I tho’t the retail price was much higher___  I am anxious to hear your report upon 
those things I asked you to look up for me for I think perhaps they may be good___ 

Darling in regard to Beaufort[,] my notion was that if it cost no more than Maine it 
would be decidedly better for me for it would put me in better means of communication for 
future openings[,] also give me a chance to do some work.  I think we should find June or part 
of it & July very comfortable there.  I know we should but it wouldn’t compare for an instant 
with the Maine coast & if Brooks dont go there that will settle the thing.  I still feel a strong 
drawing toward Bermuda & shall correspond to find what we could do there_  I have thought 
also of a sea trip for the sail.  Halifax[,] Nova Scotia[,] then to Quebec & back by Montreal[,] also 
St Johns[,] Newfoundland[,] & stay there a couple of weeks & come back by steamer.  I think 
that all of those are near enough in the range of possibility to be worth thinking about.  It will 
depend somewhat upon the prospect of my being able to dispose of the collections to 
advantage whether we go & stay some time at any seaside place__  I love to think about the 
time & dream on it for it will be the beginning of our happiness.  Darling you are very sensible 
to take the view you do of it.  We shall indeed begin our life together as we turn our backs on 
your house & it is wise that we dont think of putting off the thought of economy & prudence 
until after our trip or after we have been married a year.  Indeed Darling we have not laid that 
tho’t aside at all & it is better & far more fitting that we keep it before us all the time.  We shall 
not have the money equal to the desires but we shall have enough & shall enjoy life in spite of 
any cramping.  It may cause us to have less than we want & I know we shall not[,] either of us[,] 
worry for the things we can’t have__  I don’t much believe that Bermuda is possible.  I don’t 
know that we should want to risk sea sickness for a short trip for it is not sure we should 
escape.  I have never been miserable at all yet with seasickness.  I used to say I wasn’t sick[,] 
neither was I[,] but tho I wasn’t sick I certainly was not well____  I have never been miserable in 
going outside and doubt if either of us would be.  I would risk it if we could go to Bermuda & 
stay four or five weeks___  I would risk it to Halifax if we tho’t that good.  Indeed if you were 
tolerably sure I would risk it any how but I dont think I should want nothing but the sea voyage 
for our trip.  We could take that[,] as for example[,] to Charleston S.C. & straight back[,] would 



be a very pleasant trip but it wouldn’t be nearly so good as to spend the same money 
ashore____ 

I wish it was June now & we didn’t have four months more before us but the time is 
going slowly but going.  This term is nearly half fgone and I am not one bit sorry_ 

I am getting up a course of lectures upon the classification of the animal kingdom for my 
juniors.  Dont you wish that you could attend them.  They will be about twenty in all[,] 
illustrated with lots of specimens from the museum.  I am afraid that I shall have hard work to 
keep the lectures simple enough to be in their range.  It will however give me a good review of 
the ground & it is good for me to keep going over it & over it again__  I shall be done with that 
class on the 20th of March and it is their last chance at the subject_  I shall by the lecture 
scheme get my one hour of laboratory work out of the way for I shall not have the boys in 
laboratory too & shall have my work done at 12:30 except on Tuesday & Thursday again as it 
was last term.  My present course of lectures upon mammalian anatomy is a good thing for me 
and requires me to give a good review of the subject and I find that I have an awfully good 
Forgettory. 

I am so sorry Sunday is over.  I feel so rusty in the joints always on Monday Morning but 
after we get under way it will soon be another sunday again.  More measels or[,] as I believe 
them[,] Roseola or German measels and one or possibly two cases of Scarlet Fever in a very 
mild form.  One boy in Craigs end has had Fever & sore throat but not much rash and I have a 
boy with sore throat but no fever or rash_  I hope we are not in for a time but of course no one 
can tell.  The doctor says it is not Scarlet Fever but it is more like that than any other thing and I 
believe it is a low form of the disease.  I shall be very careful my darling[,] you may depend[,] & 
Effie Love I had a hard attack of it when I lived in Newark so you must not be at all alarmed if 
any genuine cases should show up____  We havent thought it dangerous enough to clear out 
the dormitories yet but I shall empty my end pretty quick if there is anything really 
formidable__  It keeps me still trotting over to the place pretty lively to keep things straight & 
takes a great deal of my time but I want to do everything I can to relieve the boys.  I wish we 
had a hospital where sick boys could be taken care of better than is possible there.  The sore 
throat I had awhile ago has completely left me.  Did I tell you before I haven’t felt it for some 
time.  Oh darling I wish I could spend a while with you my own Effie.  I want you so__  Darling I 
am as quiet as I can be & am doing pretty well__  Let us both hope & do all we can to help each 
other & then we shall best help ourselves too__  My darling there is no real substitute for your 
actual presence but there is a great deal that we have now & by [ill.] this before me I am 
quieter & happier than I can be without it.  My darling O how I do love you my own Effie.  Ө.  
Good night Ө my love and may God our Father keep us both by his face & give us peace of 
heart.  Ө  Good night my precious little woman[,] my own Effie[,] my darling with love no end 
for you all the time & constant longing Your own Harry__ 
 


