
         No. 54 West 46th St. 
         N.Y.  Feb. 25th 1886. 
My darling darling Harry, 
 I guess Mame is as unreliable as ever.  When we started to the theater tonight she 
hadn’t arrived.  I supposed her train was late, and that I would find her here on our return, as 
she had sent us no word to the contrary.  Well she didn’t come, and hasn’t sent any word.  
Mamma saved dinner for her & supposed of course that she was coming.  Suppose I had given 
up going out tonight on her account.  Wouldn’t I have been disgusted?   Suppose that her note 
to Jule had come before I knew a thing about that chance for hearing Booth.  I might have felt 
that I ought not to go off, and might have been fool enough to have lost the chance.  Well I’m 
mighty glad the engagement was made and the tickets bought before her note came, for as it 
was, I tho’t that it would be all right to go, & she couldn’t have any reason for blaming me for 
keeping an engagement which had been made some time before I knew she was coming.  
Darling as it is I am not mad.  I am simply delighted to have things turn out so.  I wouldn’t have 
missed Booth for a great deal.  Have you ever seen him in Richard III?  He is perfectly 
wonderful.  I never saw any thing actor to equal him, but what a part!  If I dont dream the most 
fearful dreams tonight I will be surprised.  Of course the support wasn’t any thing fine tho’ in 
some respects it isn’t as bad as usual.  Most of the men are pretty good, but the women were 
perfectly terrible, but perhaps it was well for us that they were not all stars.  I said to Ed & 
Maggie on the way home that if they had all been as wonderful as Booth, and excited us as he 
did, I tho’t the play would have almost killed is, but as it was, we were brought to as soon as 
Booth left the stage, and were not kept worked up very long at a time.  His face is something 
wonderful, and I was so glad to have such fine opera glasses, for I could see every change in his 
expression.  He is looking much better than when I saw him last (about four y[ea]rs ago).  His 
face looks much fuller.  I was surprised, for he was a perfect shadow last time I saw him, and I 
have not heard that his health is better, but he certainly looks better.  Oh darling I wish you 
could have been with me.  I know you would have enjoyed it.  But some time we’ll be together, 
and go to these thing together, and then how much more we’ll enjoy them.   

Now my darling it is past twelve.  It must be about one o’clock and I must stop & finish 
this tomorrow.  I dont know how much time I’m going to have, for Ida has gone home sick, & 
we have no upstairs girl, and of course we will have every thing to do.  Then Mame may come.    
I half suspect that Jim met her at the train, & took her up to the Yetters tonight night and I shall 
expect to see her tomorrow at any moment.  Goodnight Ө my own darling Harry with Ө Ө and 
unbounded love from your own true and loving 

  Effie. 
 
          Friday A.M. 

My own Harry[,] my darling boy[,] good morning. Ө  I haven’t finished my work, but I guess I can 
leave Mr. Artz & Mr. L’s rooms till later, and I do want to write some now in case there is an 
interruption later.  Darling I rec’d your letter X in the first mail.  I am sorry you tho’t I was fishing 
for I wasn’t at all.  I really tho’t all that arranging about the ushers and so on would bore you 
some.  I know you are interested in planning our wedding, but I think that such little details are 
apt to bore you and I supposed they would, but I tho’t they must be planned.  I am awfully glad 
if you didn’t mind it.  Darling as far as I am concerned I feel exactly as you do about our 



wedding, and would rather have it in the church, and have every, or else have a very quiet 
wedding at home, but I feel that we ought to consider our friends at such a time, and I will not 
feel comfortable if we do can do it and dont.  Of course if we cant they cant blame us.  I am 
very glad you like the Boston plan.  I tho’t it would be far less expensive than to go to Montreal 
& Quebec and that was why I proposed it.  I think the other would be a nicer trip and we would 
stand a better chance for seeing Boston some other time, but as it is, I think Boston had better 
be taken next summer and the other trip left for some time when we are “flush.”  You say you 
think the Boston trip will cost just about as much, but darling I dont see how it can.  Mame 
came just about 3 minutes after I began to write, and I had to stop, but I have come off and am 
writing in the bath room for all I am worth.,  I didn’t stop to tell you this when I left & when I 
came back. for I wanted to go on with what I started to say.  I have put an X where the 
interruption came.  She arrived last night and Jim took her to the Yetters, so I guessed right you 
see.  Oh darling I am so sorry that I cant make this a good Sunday letter, but am very glad that I 
prepared you for it, in yesterday’s letter for you wont be expecting much.  I think your 
description of Huston is very good, and he will do splendidly if we have a large wedding.  You 
see there are so many relatives and mamma insists on having them if we have any one, and if 
we have a wedding, and have any beside our immediate f families there are several friends I 
would want, and I know you feel the same.  We both have friends we’d rather have than our 
relatives, and if we could just invite the ones we want, & could leave out a lot of relatives we 
dont care about, we wouldn’t have much of a crowd, but we cant do this, and so we are forced, 
if we have any wedding guests at all, to have a pretty large wedding, and we may as well make 
the best of it.  Any way it will be a satisfaction to us if they are pleased and have a good time, 
and if every thing passes off nicely.  I am sure we’ll never regret having a large wedding, (or that 
is large for us) and it will be a satisfaction & pleasure to look back to it.  I think your plan of 
writing to Dr. B[rooks]. is a good one, and any how it will be convenient to hold over Dr. 
S[mart]. in case there is another position you can get.  I am not worrying over this, for we are 
sure of enough to live on, and I’m sure that things will work out all right.  You needn’t hurry Dr. 
S[mart].  I am willing to wait if you think it best.  I only tho’t if you said you were going to try to 
get some thing East, if he wouldn’t do what you wanted, it might make him try to keep you, but 
you are on the spot, & can of course tell better about it than I can.  Now darling I suppose I 
have got to stop.  Oh how I wish I could go to you instead of this letter.  I long so to see you, but 
I am not as blue as I have been, but I will be so glad when this trial is over.  Goodbye my darling 
Harry.  I send you more love than I can express.  My heart is overflowing. 

 Ever your  
         Effie.   Ө   Ө   Ө 


