
         No. 54 West 46th St. 
         N.Y. March 7th 1886. 
My own darling darling Harry, 
 I am so glad that there was no “funny business” with the mails this morning.  My letter 
was on time and I got it all right.  It is quite cold this A.M. but not at all windy, and it is what I 
call a perfect day.  I would have gone to church if I hadn’t been for Uncle Ten Eyck’s coming.  He 
came soon after I got home from the P.O.[,] just after I had finished reading your dear letter.  
He came to go to church with Mamma, and will come back here this afternoon to dinner, spend 
the rest of the day and perhaps stay this evening too, so I just tho’t I’d better make sure of my 
letter.  Mr. Stone is very much smitten with a lady here in N.Y.  Uncle Ten Eyck says they are not 
engaged, but that he thinks “it is only a question of time.”  (Excuse me for quoting from Nanon.  
I consider it an unpardonable sin, but it slipped out before I tho’t.)  Uncle T[en]. E[yck]. told him 
that mamma had sent him an invitation to dinner.  Mr. Stone said that he had made an 
engagement to go to church with his friend, and after afterwards dine with her at her house, so 
he couldn’t come to dinner, but would come up this afternoon, so he’ll probably be here to tea, 
and you see if I hadn’t made time for my letter this A .M. you would have had a pretty slim 
letter next Tues[day]. aft[ernoon].     

Darling Uncle T[en]. E[yck]. says I have done a very sensible thing to put my money in a 
sealskin.  He says it will last for years, and look nice.  He got one for Aunt Jennie several y[ea]rs. 
ago and it is perfectly good yet, and he says it is really the cheapest thing in the end, and he 
tho’t I put my money to good use.  Ada has worn hers for three years, & it dont show any sigh 
sign of wear, looks as nice as when she first go it.  Even the lining isn’t a bit worn.  I am afraid 
you dont fully approve of my getting one.  You think it is a very nice to have, but feel that it is 
extravagant for any one in poor circumstances to have one but yet, in spite of this, you want 
me to have it, and will be glad to hear that I have it, even tho’ you still will feel that it was 
rather an extravagant thing for me to do.  Well time will tell.  You may be right, and I have a 
little of your feeling about it too, because of course I dont know anything about a sealskin from 
my own experience.  I have only the experience of other people to go on, & all who have had 
them, advised me to get one by all means, if I could do it, & they assured me that I’d never 
regret it.  I have done it, and it remains to be seen whether it was a wise or a foolish thing to 
do.  If I hadn’t bought the sacque I’d have probably spent the money, or most of it, in other 
ways, that wouldn’t have done near as much good, and it would have been gone before I knew 
it, and now I will save on my other things.  For instance I wont get an elegant wedding dress, 
which, if I hadn’t bought the sacque, I might have been tempted to do, and I’m sure that 
wouldn’t have done me much good.  It will not only be a very nice thing, & a very comfortable 
thing, for me, but it will save you a lot of money.  I know you dont want me to think of this, but I 
cant help it, and I think it is all right for me to do it.  It will be so nice too, to have something like 
that, that I earned myself.  It will make me want to go on giving music lessons after we are 
married.  I have done a pretty flourishing business with my pupils the last two years, and I am 
very glad I had the chance to earn so much, for I will have taken care of myself, and bought all I 
needed, and a good many pleasures besides, and will have enough to pay for all my wedding 
clothes, and my share of the wedding expenses, and it will be a great saving to mamma not to 
have all this come on her, and I am very glad that I had the chance to make so much, & glad I 
was capable of doing it, and I will be only too glad to have a few pupils at Purdue, if I can get 



them.  I intend to take up my own practice when I get out there, and try and make something of 
myself, for I have run down terribly the last two years.  I am [ill.] not going to take pupils 
enough to interfere with my own practiwse, but one great thing will be that I wont have to do 
all my practising while you are out.  I can do a great deal of it when you are around, and I know 
I am not going to be afraid to practise before you after we are married.  I’ll get so used to have 
you around, that you wont upset me, and take my mind off my music, and I’ll be able to play 
just the same as tho’ when I am [ill.] alone.  Oh what good times we’ll have with our duets.  
We’ll play something together every day, either right after breakfast, or just after supper, and 
sometimes we way do it both times.  If Mrs. S[tockton]. dont like it she’ll have to lump it, or else 
change her room.  I’m sure she and her daughter cant expect much consideration from any one, 
sh since they never show any for other people.  We will just have the best kind of times.  We 
seem to be so very congenial, unusually so I think.  We are both fond of so many of the same 
things, & neither of us cares for gaiety or what is called “Society,” tho’ we are fond of our 
friends.  but What I mean is that we are fond of a quiet life, and like to see our friends often, 
but dont care to go to parties, and see them in any such unsatisfactory way.  But we are unlike 
in many things.  I am not strong in Zoology, or in fact in anything.  and When you speak of the 
difference between Miss Weed & Miss Elder, and about the latter not being intellectual, and so 
on, it sort of worries me, for certainly Miss Elder is more intellectual than I am, and probably 
knows as much in one little ◦ spot of her brain as I know in the whole of mine.  You so often 
speak of people as being very pleasant but not interesting to you, because they are not “well 
read,” and “intellectual,” and it always breaks me all up, for I know that I am neither, & 
sometimes I know that I am not half as much so as the people you are talking about.  I know we 
have often talked about this, and you always get so stirred up, and wont listen to me when I say 
that I dont amount to anything.  You always insist that I do amount to a great deal, and that 
what I think about myself isn’t true.  I dont think that Belle Tudor’s estimate of me was unjust, 
or untrue, but I tho’t she had no right to talk about me to you, for it was none of her business, 
and while I feel that there was truth enough in her idea of me, (and if she had said it to any one 
else I could not have blamed her) I shall always feel that she did a contemptible thing when she 
spoke about me as she did to you.  I dont excuse it at all, no matter how much truth there was 
in what she said.  But we have talked about her as much as we need to, and I’m not going to 
enlarge on that today, but I often think about the thing, and when you speak about others 
being so very nice & pleasant, but lacking that one thing, then I cant help thinking a lot about 
myself, for I know I am not well read or intellectual, and you could put all I know in a thimble.  
But even when I think of these things I always feel perfectly sure of your love, and never doubt 
that for a moment, & I dont feel afraid that you will every ever change, or that you’ll be 
disappointed in me.  I know I would feel afraid if we had known each other as a great many 
couples know each other before they are engaged or married, but I feel that we know each 
other thoroughly, as very few couples have a chance to know each other.  We were friends for 
so many years, and being related, gave us a better chance, than most friends have, of knowing 
each other, for we could spend so much time in the same house.  You could come & make a 
visit here, and I could go & stay at Madison, and this would have been improper in most cases, 
tho’ of course not in all, so I feel that you know all about me, and just what I know, and what I 
dont know, and I feel sure that you  know what you are about, and am sure you will always love 
me as you do now, and will never regret anything, and my feeling when I think of these things, 



is not a doubt of you at all, but it keeps me mystified, for I cant see why you could overlook 
these things in me, when you feel as you do about others.  I dont think that now that you do 
love me you will always do it, and will over look my faults to a certain extent, but what I wonder 
at, is how you ever came to love me in the first place, & how you ever came to over look these 
things enough to fall in love.  Church is out, and I must dress and go down stairs.  I will not close 
this now, for I may have a chance to add another sheet or two.  I hope so I’m sure.  Oh darling I 
always feel in the mood for writing at the wrong time, when I cant have time to write as much 
as I’d like to.  How I wish I could visit with you, and say all the things that I am so wild to say, but 
never seem to have time to write.  I haven’t told you yet about the 20th St. House or about 
Tannhauser, the other night, or Parsifal, or about the Morgan pictures.  In fact I feel as tho’ I’d 
never be able to write all I want to say.  But I must go now.  Oh my own true love[,] how much I 
love you.  I cant tell you any thing at all about it, but am so thankful that you have a way of 
knowing just how strong & deep my love for you is, for you can measure it by yours for me, & 
then you have the thing down fine.  Now goodbye[,] my own Harry[,] for a little while  Ө  Ө  Ө  
Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө.  I found three kisses this A.M.  You haven’t found mine on the 
envelopes, and I have sent so many.  I have not done it the last week, for they seemed to be 
wasted, and so I put them inside the letters, and those I couldn’t get in have saved for you.  I 
had one on every single letter envelope for several weeks, & am sorry you lost them all.  I’ll tell 
you where I put them.  Purdue. [She sketched an arrow striking the top of the letter P, which 
has a line running from lower left to upper right.]  Do you see it now?  Sometimes it was like 
this Purdue [another sketch of an arrow pointing to the top of the letter P, this time with the 
line running from upper right to lower left].   I am afraid you didn’t look very hard for them Ө  Ө  
Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө 

Well darling I am back but cant take more than a few minutes.  You ask if I’ll need my 
money.  I dont need it right away.  The 1st of May will be time enough, or perhaps the middle of 
May would do, tho’ I guess I ought to have it by the 1st for mamma will perhaps need her 
money.  It will cost so much, if we take a house, to move & get settled.  But I’ll let you know 
about this later on.  So you didn’t get any of the terrible wind.  I never knew anything like it.  It 
was dreadful here.  It is so funny about your home letters.  They all insist that you have a letter 
from home every week, but if they write every week you dont get all the letters, for you dont 
hear from home every week.  I think that now you have bit on the best plan about writing 
home, that is to write to your mother or father every Sunday, and then answer the girls 
whenever they write.    Just follow the example they set, and surely that plan ought to be 
satisfactory.  I dont think you ought to neglect your father and mother because the girls dont 
write, and if you carry out your plan I think you will be doing the best thing you could can do. 

Now my own darling Harry[,] I must stop. Ө 
With love, Ө all this letter can possibly carry, Ө and quantities besides, that I cant get in 

the letter. 
Ever your  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө  Ө 
 Effie 
 


